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● A tribute to
Avon and Bristol Woodturners founding
father, the late
Don White, with
a moving tribute by Sandra
Atkins, one of
the few current
club members
who knew him
personally

in this edition

● Wood is inherently unstable
and this can result in a
bruised ego.
Mike explains

Please note the deadline :- for copy to be included in Turnings it must reach the editor (see contact details inside) no later than midday on the second Friday of the month. Submissions
received after that time will be held over until the following month.

Dave Smith

Don’t forget you can read all the Club History to date in one place on our website at:

www.avon-and-bristol-woodturners.org.uk
Simply go to the About tab and choose Club History

T

his edition should be nestling in your inbox a day or two before April’s virtual meeting so I’m taking the opportunity to
remind you that the club’s AGM is scheduled to take place at
7 pm, before the main event at 7.30 pm on Thursday, 15th. This will
of course, be a virtual Annual General Meeting but (as always) it relies for its meaningfulness on members’ participation so please, if
you can, join in from the comfort of your own home.
**********

The recent news in “Revolutions” of the passing of Don White is particularly sad because not only is it
arguable that Don was the “father” of Avon and Bristol Woodturners (as it later became known), but also
because it seems that nobody in the club heard about it until a report appeared in AWGB’s newsletter,
published some three months after the event. It is only now, with thanks to Sandra, that we are able to
publish a fitting tribute to Don.
Perhaps we should all learn from this and make adequate provision for when the time comes.
On a somewhat brighter note, the end appears to be in sight for the current lockdown restrictions and this should
mean that we will soon begin to return to some semblance of normality. “Normality” in the future will most certainly be nothing like it was before 2019 but as with the compulsory wearing of seat belts and motorcycle helmets, we do get used to changes quite quickly. As to when face-to-face meetings at St Teresa’s will resume, that
is a matter for consideration by your committee. But, pandemic or no pandemic, the seasons are changing for
the better - the additional sunlight has a rejuvenating effect on all things living - trees will accelerate their
growth, for the benefit of nesting birds, squirrels and homo-sapienus woodturnus. Yes, spring should be the
season for vigorous activity, but despite that this month’s entries, high in quality though were, were rather disappointing in percentage terms, so let’s hope that the volume of entries in the club’s future challenges will increase dramatically during the next few months.
So, after a trip to the hairdressers, (for some of us, anyway) it’s off with our hair nets and on with the visors and
goggles, set aside the bird boxes and instead have a go at this month’s challenge - a lidded box.
A new website on the ‘net
Some members might already have discovered that Robin Goodman has recently set up his very own website,
If you haven’t yet visited the site the address is: https//robingoodman.co.uk
***********
Changes are afoot - please read Richard’s note on page 9 - your opinions do matter.
Mike

USEFUL CONTACTS
Club website

www.avon-and-bristol-woodturners.org.uk

Club email

messages@avon-and-bristol-woodturners.org.uk

Secretary

abwtsecretary@hotmail.co.uk

Turnings Editor

Mike Openshaw - 41 Tyler Close, Hanham, Bristol, BS15 9NG
07974652151

email:
email:woodturn89@gmail.com
woodturn89@gmail.com
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ABWT 2021 AGM Chair Summary
This is the second consecutive year that we have been unable to
meet, even for an AGM. However, I’m gratified and very pleased
to report that your Committee has been working hard behind
the scenes and disruption to the Club’s activities has been kept to
a minimum.
I would like to thank each and every Committee Member for their
dedication and diligence to the Club. We have still had our monthly
meetings, albeit remotely; our membership has pretty much been
maintained at pre-Covid levels; our finances are on track for the current situation; our newsletter has been edited on time and circulated
to everyone; your committee have been meeting (remotely!) every
month to plan ahead as much as we can; and we are now preparing
for life post-Covid.
Arrangements are being made for meetings between AWBT and the
management of St Teresa’s after Easter to establish a plan that will
allow us to re-start our face-to-face meetings and welcome guest
demonstrators.
It’s been a tough year, but there is light at the end of the tunnel and
we will soon be back to the “new normal”. I look forward to honking
my horn and seeing everyone in the not-too-distant future.
Alan

Editor’s note. As many members will be aware, Alan suffered a pretty horrific accident at home just a few
weeks ago and although he is now on the mend he is nevertheless likely to be out of commission for several weeks
yet.
We wish you a full and speedy recovery, Alan
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This appreciation of the late Don White has been written by one of the only two current
members of Avon and Bristol Woodturners who actually knew Don personally. Sandra Atkins joined the club in April 1987 which at the time was known as Bristol Woodturners.
I felt that it would be appropriate for Sandra’s eulogy to be reproduced below in her own
hand.
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(Sandra)
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Agenda for the 2021Annual General Meeting
To be held on Thursday 15th April 2021 at 7.00 pm via Zoom.
____________________________________

1. The 2021 AGM will be a shortened meeting via the Zoom platform at 7.00 P.M., (half an hour prior to the club April
Zoom demonstration). You will have received brief officer’s reports and the annual accounts précis together with this
Agenda by email prior to the AGM. Should you have any queries or comments to make about any of these please
send them to the secretary at abwtsecretary@hotmail.co.uk on or before Tuesday 6th April if you wish them to be
considered at the AGM.

2. Apologies for absence.

3. Election of Officers and committee members:
In the absence of a 2020 AGM the following have been acting in post for the lockdown year and need to be formally voted for by the
members attending the 2021 AGM
a.)
b.)
c.)
d.)

Vice Chairman Vic Atkins. Proposed Stuart Bradfield, Seconded Michael McCrea Steele
Membership Secretary Michael McCrea Steele. Proposed Ian Burke, Seconded Vic Atkins
Events Manager Richard Lane. Proposed Vic Atkins, Seconded Ian Burke
Committee Member. Geoff Buckeridge, Proposed Vic Atkins, Seconded Michael McCrea Steele.

e.) If there are any further Nominations they should be sent with names of Proposer and Seconder for officers to be received by the Secretary on or before the 6th April 2021, these can be sent by e-mail to:- abwtsecretary@hotmail.co.uk or by post to:- Ian T. Burke, 37,
Gloucester Road, Rudgeway, South Gloucestershire, BS35 3SF.

4. Officer’s reports from the Chairman, Treasurer (together with the annual account summary), Membership Secretary, and Mill Represent-

ative were sent to members prior to the meeting rather than read out to allow members enough time to consider them and send any queries to the secretary.
5. To agree the Accounts and treasurers report

6. Any other business

7.

Date of next year’s AGM:- Thursday 21st April 2022

8. Close.
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AGM Thursday 15th April 2021.
____________________________________

2021 AGM Chair Summary
This is the second consecutive year that we have been unable to meet, even for an AGM. However, I’m
gratified and very pleased to report that your Committee has been working hard behind the scenes and disruption to the Club’s activities has been kept to a minimum.
I would like to thank each and every Committee Member for their dedication and diligence to the Club. We
have still had our monthly meetings, albeit remotely; our membership has pretty much been maintained at
pre-Covid levels; our finances are on track for the current situation; our newsletter has been edited on time
and circulated to everyone; your committee have been meeting (remotely!) every month to plan ahead as
much as we can; and we are now preparing for life post-Covid.
Arrangements are being made for meetings between AWBT and the management of St Teresa’s after Easter
to establish a plan that will allow us to re-start our face-to-face meetings and welcome guest demonstrators.
It’s been a tough year, but there is light at the end of the tunnel and we will soon be back to the “new normal”. I look forward to honking my horn and seeing everyone in the not too distant future.
Alan Griffiths

MILL Report
Due to the Covid19 virus there has been little activity at the Mill. The year start as normal but by the end of
March the Mill was closed.
The Mill re-opened in September with Covid19 restrictions in place. To achieve social distancing only half
the lathes were in use on any particular day. Other measures including hand sanitising, facemasks, and a
shortened day without the usual lunch break were in place, until the second lockdown at the end of October
closed us again.
The Mill has been closed since November2020 but hopefully with the restrictions being eased, we should be
re-opening on a limited basis in May2021 and fully re-opened in June.
On a positive note, 5 people successfully completed the Clubs Apprenticeship Course.
Stuart Bradfield

Membership Secretary Report
We have a total of 74 members made up of 65 paid up, 5 life members and 4 honorary members. We lost 5
members in the year and 7 new members have joined (2 from website, 2 from the Mill and 3 from members). There was a net gain of 2 members in the year.
Michael McCrea-Steele
ABWT Treasurer’s Report for AGM April 2021
This financial year has been very different from previous years, with Covid19 lockdowns preventing any
normal club nights or face to face demos. Interactive zoom demos for the club commenced in September
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and have continued every month since. Although remote demos save on travel, the average cost per demo has
turned out to be much the same as last year’s face to face demos. With no club activities for the first 5 months
from April, the committee agreed on giving members a generous rebate in the form of an approximate 50% discount on 2021 club subscriptions, £12 instead of £25. The AWGB did not offer any discount, but set up a special Covid19 fund. Our application for a grant from this fund was turned down, so members have had to pay the
full £18 for the AWGB 2021 sub.
Accounts Summary for 2020-21 - The accounts have been inspected and this summary sheet has been circulated
to members. It shows the net income and net expenditure for different items. The net deficit for 2020-21 was
£260.37 (compared to £193 surplus for the previous year) and the total cash assets are £7,111.22. Net Income –
Club subs are the main source of income and, because of the above discount, subs income is about half last
year’s sum; the number of subs has barely changed. Normally a substantial sum is raised from club night raffles,
but the figure is zero this year. Fortunately, this loss is largely offset by not having to pay for hire of the hall.
Net Expenditure – This is always dominated by demo fees, so the number per year is critical. The 7 demos this
year are only slightly less than normal. The net figure includes the deduction of the £300 demo grant received
from AWGB. As well as saving on hall hire, we also had zero expenditure on equipment, awards and the Christmas social. Overall - In spite of the exceptional circumstances, the finances for this 2020-21 year have been satisfactory and the overall deficit is small.
Subscriptions for 2022 – A proposed increase in the club subscription from £25 to £27 has been discussed and
agreed by the committee.
Robin Goodman, Treasurer. 24 March 2021
*********************

A Lucky Escape?
By Mike Openshaw

Over the years many demonstrators have mentioned the need to prepare for shrinkage and distortion as part-finished (and worse still, finished) works dry out. We all know the problems but
sometimes we are taken by surprise, as was I when I made a tray for a new set
of metric kitchen scale weights.
It would have been very simple to have made the cutouts circular but ego got in the way and I
opted for the more labour-intensive shaped version to suit some of the weights which were hexagonal. A router was only partially useful but it did help ensure a uniform and flat bottom to the
cutouts. There is something very satisfying in using hand-chisels and I was more than pleased
with the finished article - the weights all fitted snugly and neatly, instead of being piled in an untidy heap. So, to the kitchen
and on with the next job, until, that is, some days later I wanted
to weigh out something - the weights steadfastly refused every
attempt at removal. So there was no alternative - the old imperial
weights were recommissioned, calculations made to convert to
imperial and the food preparation went ahead. In the meantime
and with a red face I took the whole thing back into the workshop where it was left for a few days to acclimatise to the higher
humidity, thus allowing the wood to expand and release the
weights from the vice-like grip.
Initial cutting out of the shapes was one thing, but enlarging them by a mere fraction
was quite another and took proportionately longer. A simple job, but one that I ought
to have thought out properly and for which I paid the price for not having done so. The moral is, be sure to take into
account the use of the item you are making and, very importantly, the atmospheric conditions in which it will normally
be living. An unheated, uninsulated garage is not the same as a centrally-heated house.
Note. The ancient Egyptians used “fracture mechanics” to split rocks - this entailed driving wood wedges in natural
fissures then saturating them with water, the force of expansion eventually splitting the rock. That works in reverse of
course, s o my weights had a lucky escape.
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The Way Ahead post-Covid 19
By Richard Lane

For our meeting this month I am delighted to welcome Pat Carroll as our IRD demonstrator. I recommend looking at Pat's website, www.patcarrollwoodturning.com to see a
little about the man and his work.
Future IRD meetings booked are;

●May 20th - Sue Harker
●June 17th - Emma Cook
From July onwards we should be back to face-to-face meetings, though we are awaiting
confirmation from St Teresa’s that the hall will be reopened fully, subject to any conditions that are placed on them or us.
Demonstrators/presenters are being booked, and we are hoping to have further details of
how we must adapt our meetings to allow us to meet again safely and with confidence.
Proposals/possibilities seem to be changing by the minute, so it is difficult to give answers
at the moment, but please be assured that we are planning ahead in an ever-changing environment.
The committee has amicably discussed at some length how we see ourselves going forwards,
and unsurprisingly there are 8 different points of view from the 8 committee members! However, we all agree that our monthly meetings are the bedrock of the club, but the landscape is
changing, a number of our demonstrators are moving to zoom-only meetings while some have
stopped altogether, but thanks to Zoom it has been a real pleasure to have been able to welcome demonstrators from around the world, in addition to some from further flung parts of the
UK, who we could not normally book.
Please could you let me know your opinions on how you feel that the club can best serve you
going forwards.
I've a new email address set up for ABWT business, my inbox was becoming a mess!

abweventsec@gmail.com
Cheers
Richard Lane
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Members’ Monthly Gallery - (a goblet of any size, plain,
decorated or textured)

Michael McCreaSteele

Ian Burke

Next month’s theme:
A Lidded Box of any
design

Please note that all submissions should have been made
“recently”. There’s no hard
definition of “recently” but
ideally your entry would have
been turned by you in 2021 in
response to the Gallery
challenge.

Vic Atkins

Mike Neave
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Dog lovers
This man-sized bench dog
is yours for free. Yes, it’s
rusty but it is fully funcional and with a bit of tlc it
could perform tricks that
inferior breeds could only
dream of. The hinged foot
has some pretty impressive
non-slip spikes which can
be seen if you enlarge the
image.
If you are interested please
contact the editor on
07974652151 or email me
at :
woodturn89@gmail .com
Mike (Openshaw)

11

Club events calendar
Via Zoom until further
notice. If you are not on
the Zoom list contact
Michael McCrea-steele.
via
mccreasteelem@aol.
com
Sessions start 1900 for
1930hrs

Monthly gallery themes
(Monthly competitons suspended until
further notice)

Event / guest
demonstrator
I

I

2021
Andy Mason

February 18th

Nick Agar

Something for the garden

March 18th

Phillip Greenwood

Candlestick, modern or traditional

April 15th

AGM / Pat Carroll

May 20th

Sue Harker

June 17th

Emma Cook

Please note that the AGM starts at 1900 and will
precede Pat Carrols’s demo at 1930.
Please participate!
Gallery theme: Goblet of any size, plain, decorated
or textured
A turned lidded box of any design-you have 1
month to make this!
A “lazy Susan” of any design

July

TBA

August

TBA

A favourite piece you have turned in the past 12
months
Any spindle item turned between centres

September

TBA

An item made from two pieces of different wood

October

TBA

A natural-edge bowl

November

TBA

A Christmas decoration

December

Woodturner of the year

No gallery theme

Can you help?
If you know of any demonstrators please
contact Richard Lane at
rjlane56@btinternet.com
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