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CONTRIBUTIONS TO ‘TURNINGS’ ARE ACCEPTED IN GOOD FAITH BUT THE  INCLUSION OF INDIVIDUALS’ 
VIEWS AND COMMENTS DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT BY THE AVON & BRISTOL BRANCH 

 
FEBRUARY 2009 

INTRODUCTION ��(By Editor) 
 
Thank you to those who responded over the PC gremlin problem I reported last month!  I am pleased to 
say that I now have ‘textwrap’ back in normal operation. 
 

 
 
 
NOTES REGARDING THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:  
 

1.  The Committee apologises for a printing error in the programme card for 
2008/9 which showed 17th April as the meeting date.  It is doubly confirmed that 
the meeting is to be held on THURSDAY 16th April 2009. 

      
2. The Committee invites support from all members by attendance at the AGM. 
 
3.  Members wishing to help in some way in running the Club are invited to 

contact a member of the management team!  
 
REMINDER  -  AWGB SUBS  ‘Stragglers’ are invited to settle up soon please!  Those paying 
by cheque are requested to make the it out to ‘Avon & Bristol Woodturners’  please!! 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

Notice is heregy given that the Annual General Meeting of the  
Avon & Bristol Branch of the AWGB will be held on  

Thursday 16th April 2009 at 7.30pm at 
St Theresa’s Church Hall, Filton, Bristol 

���������	 �

�
Avon & Bristol Woodturners 
(Honorary Life President  -  Max Carey) 

 
Affiliated to the Association of Woodturners of Great Britain 
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JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIRMAN’s WORKSHOP  (By Derek Edwards) 
 
I am pleased to report that the first of our new lathes has now been installed at the Mill.  It is a Jet 3520B 
Heavy Duty Lathe with an Axminster Precision Chuck and Jaw Set.  Four of the Committee visited 
Axminster Power Tools to make the purchase, and by going we also negotiated one free Axminster 
Goliath Chuck with two sets of Jaws.  We have ordered the Vicmarc VL 100 EVS Lathe but this will not 
be with us until April as it has to come from Australia.  Because we are a club, and the money to buy the 
lathe is from ‘Awards for All’, Phil Irons, the importer, has agreed to give us a Vicmarc chuck free of 
charge.   
 
We are now looking at the audiovisual equipment and would be grateful for any advice about this kind of 
product.  If you can be of any help, i.e. do you know anything about this subject, please contact John 
Wilson-Smith, Martin Lawrence or me as soon as possible.  “We do need help with this!”. 
 
In January’s Jottings I said that I would continue as Chairman for one more year, if it were the Club’s 
wish. However, I have to inform you all that that is not now an option; I shall be standing down in April. I 
have made this decision due to the amount of time I will be spending on the Clinical Research Project I 
am involved with in Manchester.  I shall also be standing down from the AWGB committee in April. 
 
My decision to stand down means that at least two new committee members will be needed from April 
onwards. Our secretary has given notice (as is required) in this issue of ‘Turnings’ of the upcoming AGM 
in April.  If any member of the Club would like to be on the committee please give your name to our 
secretary at least seven days prior to the AGM date.  
 
I have enjoyed my time on the committee, and to have served as Chairman has been a great privilege. I 
thank you all for giving me that opportunity! 
 
Finally, I am pleased to be able to inform you that a volunteer has emerged to stand for election as editor 
of ‘Turnings’ when Vernon steps down at the AGM after eight years in post.  I will announce the 
volunteer’s name in due course. 
 
Best Regards……………….  Derek  
 
MUSINGS FROM THE MILL   (By The Gaffer) 
 
By the time I returned from a warmer climate I had missed two weeks at The Mill plus the Club night 
with Chris Eagles (sans camera)!  Progress and work at The Mill continue of course, especially with 
‘Awards for All’ becoming a reality involving the arrival of a ‘JET’ lathe and re-positioning of two 
existing lathes. 
 
The influx of prospective people wishing to acquire woodturning skills continues at an average of two per 
month.  200 or so appear on The Mill records since the year 2000, thus refuting ‘Woodturning’ editor’s 
fear of a decline in interest in the art and craft.  This month a big welcome is extended to Norman 
Burrows and Andrew Gray. 
 
With poor weather conditions on Tuesday 3rd this month the stalwarts Tich, Alan, Stuart and I, plus 
Norman, were the only available labourers.  After Norman’s introduction in the office Tich’s demo of 
roughing, then beads and coves, set him on his way.  However, our main concern was the previous day’s 
advice from ‘Axminster’ that the ‘JET’ would be delivered by a heavy goods vehicle next morning.  In 
spite of the snow it arrived as promised (with its invisible carbon footprint all the way from Taiwan), but 
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access was obstructed by one solitary car on the back road.  Our efforts to find the owner were 
unsuccessful.  So, the lathe was offloaded on the hydraulic pallet truck and manhandled to the bottom of 
The Mill stairs.  The Poolewood 29/40 had been moved from the dedicated demo position earlier, then 
reinstalled into its new position.  Despite our shortage of muscle it was unpacked, carried to its position, 
assembled and set up, only to find that a 13amp 3-pin plug was missing!!  A quick ‘phone call.....”Sorry 
Sir, we’ll post it first class”………..and it arrived mid-morning.  The excitement ran high despite the lack 
of champagne for its christening.  Tich flicked the switch thereby marking one more stage in the 
constantly evolving face that The Mill presents to the world. 
 
‘HOT NEWS’!!!  A new gas heater has been purchased and installed. 
 
An honesty box is now in operation at the tea-making station.  Say 25p per mug, say 4 mugs a day, say £1 
a day hopefully covering the cost of the consumables.  So far, members have found this idea acceptable. 
 
We have decided to discontinue the monthly working party cum ‘pick-a-peg’ production days and we 
trust that you will find this acceptable.  Inevitably, daily attendance contributions have been under review.  
From 1st April it is proposed to increase the charge by £1 to £8 per day. 
 
The ‘Max Carey Woodturning Trust’ is experiencing growing pains.  Health and Safety and more 
comprehensive insurance cover are just two of the costs we have to address.  Please find attached the 
Charitable Trust’s information sheet and donation forms attached for your considered attention.  The 
Trust’s five directors are striving hard to ‘make it work’.  Please give us your support…….Thank you! 
(By Ed: Sorry I could not include these this time; separate printing should be OK for next month though.) 
 
I will see you in March as my ‘D-Day Beaches’ visit coincides with our February meeting date. 
 
Kind Regards…………………….Max 
 
HINTS AND TIPS  (By Vernon Hughes) 
 
I can pass on some useful clarification from George King on that American Train Whistle design (see 
October 2008’s ‘Turnings’ for the drawing).  Wanting to try making one or two of these myself I took 
council from George by Email about the detail at the working end of the whistle and he responded 
straight away with the following which got me past a sticking point and clears up all possible uncertainty: 
: 
“If you look at the half size exploded view (bottom left) the 4 plugs which are cut to fit the drilled holes 
have a small flat facing the body corners. These plugs are to be cut and glued in to be flush with the V 
notches cut in the main body but about 2mm short of the top end so that when the end disc is glued on 
it forms a passage for the air to pass to each drilled hole. I hope this is of help!!”  (It sure was/is!) 
 
Anyone else planning to ‘have a go’ might be advised to focus first on the depth of those holes.  We are 
drilling 4 equally spaced (approx 10mm) holes into a 35mm square section to depths of 102, 127, 152 and 
178mm respectively.  Not everyone may possess bits of the necessary length, and your set-up at the drill 
press needs careful attention.  Memory came to my aid and I found that I had a set of seven extra long 12�  
woodworking bits in imperial sizes that cost me less than £7 at Yandles some long time ago.  I always 
knew that they would ‘come in handy one day’ and so it proved now.  Look out for them when you go to 
Yandles in April.  The ��  bit was near enough to George’s ‘approx 10mm’.  I also remembered that huge 
(2�  thick) ‘J & L’ catalogue I have mentioned previously and had I needed it they could have provided a 
long series bit near enough to the longest dimension required.  I used a brad point bit to start with in order 
to ensure that ‘wander’ did not occur, recognising that there is little room for error or drift in this design.  
(All our many engineers used to working in metal with absolute precision may smile at this, but we 
‘woodies’ face several challenges in this sort of drilling when you come to think about it).  Finally, it is 
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worth adding that George’s notes on the drawing suggest that there may be scope for varying bore 
diameter and depths, or even scaling down the design, but I decided to stick as accurately as possible to 
the dimensions given originally, at least for the first go.  I’ll report results in due course. 
 
Picked Up From Ian Hooker (North Wilts Chairman) During A Recent Talk and Demonstration On 
Solid Segmentation Using Small/Miniature Segments of Maximum ‘Height’ �� : 
 
Keep a bevel set permanently for checking the angles of the hundreds of component pieces that have to be 
prepared for any significant piece of work. 
Use a knife to mark out the edges of segments during preparation.  The finished angles produced by 
sanding must be exact, and a pencil line can easily be thick enough to hinder precision. 
Again for precision when mounting a sanding disc on the lathe make sure that it has been secured dead 
flat without undulations on its (plywood) backing plate and check the face with a square.   
He uses ‘Titebond’ 2 or 3 exclusively and buys it by the half gallon and then decants into smaller handy 
containers. 
Digital calliper batteries can be revived by taking them into the warmth of the house.  Their reliability can 
suffer when they are kept in a cold workshop. 
The following photographs show two of his own-design, well-made jigs.  On the left is a lathe-mounted 
roller sander which serves as a thicknesser when making the strips from which segments are to be cut.  
This has potential for all sorts of jobs; BUT be sure to feed the strips from back of lathe to front and 
control them as they come through!!  On the right is a simple press which can also have many 
applications but he finds it particularly useful for joining the two halves or sections of segmented vessels. 
Two nuts are embedded in the upper crosspiece.  
 

                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A TRULY MAJOR CLUB PROJECT!!!  WE’RE GOING TO BUILD A MODEL TRACTION 
ENGINE IN WOOD TO QUARTER SCALE!!!  
 
Introduction By Editor  -  If Simon Keen was not totally preoccupied with the huge and highly complex 
design and drawing task involved in this and another major project (see elsewhere in this issue) he would 
be writing this introduction himself.  In the circumstances he has asked me to set the ball rolling with the 
object of getting the project lodged firmly in everyone’s mind, and of creating a jumping off point for as 
many members as possible to start to join in.  That process of getting involved will gain momentum over 
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the next month or two as further progress is made with the working drawings, and more information is 
made available to the membership. 
 
Let’s start off with a picture since ‘a picture speaks a thousand words’ (thanks Mike Openshaw!!)  
 
 
 

 
 
So, how do you get involved?  Every participant will need to develop a personal rapport with Simon and 
take away a working drawing or two in the process.  Two quick-witted members who were concentrating 
on the announcements at the January meeting did exactly that; i.e. took away some drawings to make a 
start on first pieces.  (Thinking administratively (but remember, I’m only an editor) I can see a need for a 
list or two and some set-aside time on Club nights to give early impetus.  The first list could be for 
members to fill in their names and contact details.  The next one would add allocated tasks to the nominal 
list, etc., etc.  Announcements and progress reports could be made on Club nights, and Simon could be 
allocated a work station area in which to brief participants). OK, Vernon, get back to the editorial task!  
 
The size of things is an interesting line of thought.  If your mind leaps immediately to largeness that’s 
fine, but the small end of the scale has its fascination too.  For example, hundreds and hundreds of rivets 
will be needed.  That should give almost everyone scope to get involved, not forgetting though that every 
one will have to be made precisely to specification.  Then there’s the chain and how is that to be made?  
Simon has that under control (of course) and has been inspired to work out the method (more routing than 
lathing but never mind).   
 
I hope the foregoing is enough to whet your appetites for now, but please do contact Simon and start to 
book your places in history, not forgetting that one of the prime objectives is to test members’ skill or 
give you the opportunity to take yours to a higher level. 
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OCTOBER’S CLUB NIGHT RECOLLECTIONS   (By Vernon Hughes) 
 
Attendance was well on the way to ‘a roomful’!!!  It must have been nearly 60!!! 
 
Preamble; I mention this first point because it is rather exceptional.   The North Wilts meeting was held 
the evening before Avon & Bristol’s so the five or so of us who are members of both Clubs were treated 
to Colin Simpson one night followed by Chris Eagles the next.  Fabulous fare at the turning table!  It is 
also noteworthy that Chris is to be the visiting demonstrator at North Wilts later in the year.   
 
What Strikes You About Chris Eagles – Chairman of the Association of Woodturners of Great 
Britain?:   In my case the first ‘thing’ was the sheer quality of his outfit and the efficiency of its set-up 
and layout, including his access to engineering excellence for fittings.  Included in this section are a few 
photographs as a reminder for those who were there and for the interest of those who were not.  Tich had 
me whizzing around taking photographs of detail for reference when we get our own Vicmarc 100 so that 
we can incorporate some useful ‘addons’ in our own search for maximum efficiency.  NB though that his 
set-up gave pointers that any of us could adapt and use in modifying our own lathes irrespective of their 
make and design, and even if we cannot reach his quality of manufacture. Some features to note are:   
 
The efficiency of space usage in the vertical ‘rollaround’ tool stand complete with associated grinder and 
dedicated light fitting.  This is a rear view but at the front there were smooth-sliding, purpose-designed 
drawers under. 
The sheer glory of the indexing ring design and finish (‘ring’ seems a trivial word in this instance). 
The tool tray at the tailstock end of the lathe. 
His way with polishing/burnishing mops (two stitched/one open) mounted on purpose-designed mandrel). 
 

       
 
I was also struck by the quality of his powers of assessment of human resources.  He rated us as a bunch 
of cheerful and worthy blokes/esses.  Apparently our qualities are not guaranteed to be found everywhere.  
The power of banter (repartee is far too delicate a word) would have sent lesser men running for cover but 
not him.  Our waves were dashed on the rock of his wit, wisdom and equanimity although Roy Stewart 
almost penetrated his defences very lightly, just once, with an incisive question.  Great stuff!   
 
Announcements/Business: 
 
Success in obtaining grants of £5,300 is enabling the purchase of a ‘JET’ lathe and a VICMARC 100 (see 
above) plus a second set of audio/visual equipment etc.  Derek expressed huge thanks to the three who 
had done the donkey wor!!  Sorry, I didn’t get their names so I’ll catch up next month!!   
 
He reported that Robin and Diane Hunt were relinquishing their Club membership and would go with 
our best wishes and thanks, especially to Diane for her sterling work as raffle organiser.  Derek was duty- 
bound to observe that a new raffle person was now needed and called for volunteers.  Please contact 
him!! 
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Derek also gave notice of the next Wednesday demo day on 27th May at which Mark Sanger would be 
the visiting ‘master’.  (Wed very popular last time!!)  He also emphasised the need for AWGB subs to 
be paid quickly by those outstanding, and the availability of Simon’s first drawings for the traction 
engine project.  He also mentioned the upgraded website with due thanks to Richard, Martin and Dave 
(see last month).  Finally, he thanked Lorraine on behalf of us all for the excellence of the Christmas 
‘bash’.   
 
Then……….on to the project, etc.  A report by Mike Openshaw on his incredible baked bean can 
offering appears below, but we should not overlook Ray Mellett’s offering in which a can full of 
shavings had been produced with great diligence down at The Mill one day.  Finally, my (Ed’s) apologies 
go to Ralph Tilbrook  for failing to take a photograph of his excellent pyrography machine made for 
about £35.  I understand that he has produced a project sheet on it, but I’m hoping to get him to bring it 
again for closer appraisal and a picture for the record.  Now over to Mike Openshaw: 
 
ONE PERSON’S APPROACH TO A CAN-SIZED PROBLEM  (By Mike Openshaw) 
 
What to fit into a baked bean tin? The original idea was to make a huge baked bean but that seemed a bit 
crass and unimaginative. So, why not make the bean hollow and put things into it? The obvious choice 
was - another baked bean tin. But that created another question – what to put into that BBT? 
That’s how it all began – and from a small beginning emerged a large hollow bean, knife and fork, a 
couple of dinner plates, (I did toy with the idea of making a heap of miniature baked beans and a piece of 
toast to adorn the plate but that was rejected as being “silly”), a cup and saucer (with teaspoon), a bottle 
of HP sauce and of course, a table and chair. 
The real challenge was getting all these into the space. The table posed the biggest headache because it 
had to be large enough to accommodate the tableware but not be too big to fit into the tin. The only way 
was to create a wooden Meccano model and this eventually resulted in a piece comprising four detachable 
legs, two semicircular end-pieces and a centre section consisting of four straight sections, ten components 
in all. The whole table-top was in effect tongued-and-grooved together, the grooves being cut on my 
band-saw and the tongues were made from some odd pieces of veneer which happened to be the right 
thickness.  
The chair posed another problem in that the individual parts were so small that it was very difficult to 
make them accurately enough in wood and even trickier to assemble without the whole thing collapsing 
like a house of cards. There was still a bit of room left so I decided then to fill it with as many mini-tins as 
I could make. To add a touch of authenticity each would need its own customised label and this provided 
a few hours’ entertainment on my computer, with a calculator by my side, to get the dimensions spot on. 
The original tin had to be measured to determine the ratio of diameter to length and these proportions 

transferred to the various sizes, ten in all, of the mini-
tins. Since both outside and inside diameters were 
important I had to decide on a reasonable wall 
thickness, what clearance should be allowed between 
adjacent “tins” – too much would restrict the number I 
could make and too little would run the risk of making 
them impossible to remove in the event of shrinkage. 
Allowance also had to be made for the thickness of the 
paper used to make the labels. This was found to be 
.004 inch (.008inch on diameter). I decided on 1/32nd 
inch wall thickness and 1/64th inch clearance. 
All were made from an old mahogany window sill so it 
was well seasoned and quite stable. Nearly all were 
turned on my metalworking lathe using engineering 
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techniques, the outside diameters being turned first. Pilot holes were drilled to the correct depth then each 
was carefully bored out to size. To avoid the risk of splitting such a thin wall I wrapped masking tape 
around each before boring. On one occasion I forgot and the wood duly split. 
Then, a week before the Club meeting, I started work on a miniature tin-opener but here I abandoned the 
use of timber altogether and made it all from metal. The main handle and key came from an aluminium 
label, the round lever was a piece of soft aluminium wire which I had to harden and straighten by “cold-
rolling” between two steel parallels and the cutter was a piece of a sardine tin. The serrated drive wheel 
posed a particular problem not only  because it was difficult to see but also because lacking a dividing 
head I was obliged to use the lathe’s main drive gearwheel to index around when cutting the teeth. The 
whole lot was riveted together with 1/16th inch diameter rivets that I’d acquired in 1965, knowing that 
they’d “come in useful one day”. But even these had to be reduced in diameter to remain in scale. 
How long did all this take? The answer is, I have no idea but what I can say is that it kept me absorbed 
and out of mischief for quite a time. It also, I think, answers the question put to me just after I’d 
completed building and equipping my new workshop, and one I’m sure that is not unfamiliar to other 
Club members, “what do you intend to MAKE now you’ve gone to all this trouble and expense?”  
 
FOR SALE etc. 
 
This is an ‘etc.’.  A neighbour buttonholed me the other day to give me a box (original) to do whatever 
was best with the contents, a circular saw attachment to fit one of the old style ‘Black & Decker’ drills.  
The kit is complete, has never been used and is in pristine condition with (blueish) paintwork as good as 
the day it was packed.  This is as much a collector’s item as it is a tool for use today.  Does anyone have 
an interest, or any ideas, about where to place this relic please?  A suitable donation to Club funds might 
be appropriate if a good home can be found.  (Contact Vernon Hughes 01249 782971). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A SURPRISE BIRTHDAY PRESENT  (By Dennis Wanklyn) 
 
Towards the end of 2008 I decided to make a memorable present for the forthcoming 21st birthday of my 
grandson Matthew. It was to take the form of a wooden disc with twenty one £1 coins embedded in it. 
Following a bit of arithmetic, I found that the coins could be inserted in a circle of eight inches diameter, 
allowing for a small gap between them. 
 
I obtained a nice piece of American Walnut from my wood supplier (Simon Keen!), cut a nine inch 
diameter disc and drew in the eight inch circle. A £1 coin is fractionally larger than ¾ inch but can be 
pressed into a ¾ inch hole. Having ‘stepped out’ the twenty one holes’ positions on the eight inch circle 
they were drilled, using a bench drill, to the appropriate depth. A small pilot hole was drilled through each 
one, through the thickness of the disc (about ¾ inch) to prevent any airlock when inserting the coins! The 
wood was sealed and polished and the coins, now individually polished, were ‘pressed’ home using the 
bench drill. A suitable engraved two inch brass disc was centrally located into a shallow mortise and the 
finished item was supported by a small brass frame. 
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Matthew was very surprised and delighted!  (By Ed: See photographs below): 
 

     
 
(By Ed:  Here is a footnote to Dennis’ profile last month. At the end of his aircrew days, prior to returning 
to the engineering branch, Dennis had flown more than 4,000 hours and had been awarded a ‘Queen’s 
Commendation for Valuable Service in the Air.’)   
 
THAT YEW TREE   (By Vernon Hughes) 
 
You may recall from past reports that I acquired all the branch-wood from a substantial Yew that had to 
be felled in a nearby village.  Past member, and professional turner, Dick Mather  has made three more 
thin-walled, natural edge bowls from a couple of logs therefrom, as a gift to the church in the village for 
them to use for fundraising (see photographs below).  The largest bowl measured 140mm from base to 
highest point on the rim, and the smallest 110mm.  The two triple shots were taken from different angles 
but the colour is portrayed more accurately in the top (central) photograph.  The square, end-section shot 
is included for the benefit of newcomers to this type of turning in particular to show the position of the 
pith centre of the branch in this mode of turning.  A few very fine shakes do often radiate from such a 
centre when ‘green’ timber is used in this way, but as in this case it is usually contained well short of the 
bowl edge and can add to the character of such work.  The thin walls are the secret to success in that 
drying occurs rapidly and the risk of shake-inducing stress in drying is minimised or eliminated. 
 
There seems to be plenty of green or part-dried Yew about at the moment so this style of turning may 
appeal to some members who have not yet tried it.  As mentioned previously I can always help out with 
some if required. 
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A GREAT WOODLAND EXPERIENCE  (By Doug Alderton - if you don’t like reading just look at the pictures) 
 
In the October ‘Turnings’ Simon Keen offered anyone to have a day helping him and John W-S- to 
coppice a small area of their woodland. Like most of the Club members (having nothing else to do with 
their spare time!!) I volunteered my services. I enjoyed it so much that they had to suffer my presence for 
another day. This is my account of those two wintry days in November, the sun shining, frost as thick as a 
door mat, icicles on the nose and spare polystyrene ceiling tiles shaped to line my size eleven wellies. 
 
Reading Simon and John’s ‘Field’ reports in 
‘Turnings’ made me curious why they were spending 
precious turning time in a field! Well, this is the day to 
find out. Armed with a bow saw, which I didn’t need 
as Simon and John had all the tools necessary to do the 
job in hand, we assembled at John’s little homestead at 
about 9am. We bundled the gear, chainsaws, ropes, 
ladders, branch lobbers and winch tackle into the 
trailer. Most of us use a wheel barrow to move things 
about; not John, he is the proud owner of a Ford 
Model 1920 tractor which he hitched up to the trailer. 
Only one problem with this set-up, it only has one 
seat; so Simon and I followed to the ‘Field’ in funeral 
cortege fashion walking behind and ‘Hi Ho, Hi Ho off 
to work we go’. 
 
Cross the road, through the barred steel gate and into the field. On the left is the cordoned-off wood store 
for any timber from the duo’s wood or other free! timber that comes their way. Necessary to secure the 
wood store as firewood poachers have helped themselves on a couple of occasions. Not sure if Lorraine 
had anything to do with this as I have noticed a large increase in ‘Pick-a-Peg’ blanks down at the ‘Mill’. 
Apparently John and Simon each use ten ton of logs per year to fuel their log burning stoves for their 
domestic heating and hot water requirements; a good reason for owning a wood. On the right in the 
middle of the field stands a large Oak tree, must be a hundred years old which needed attention such as 
removing broken branches hung up in the tree caused by a storm. Querying with Simon why the tree 
appeared to be dying from the top down he informed me that Oaks get quite stressed if their roots are 
damaged. I wondered how the roots could be damaged if they were under the ground and the answer was 
that the cattle that grazed the field sheltered under the tree and eroded the soil from around the base 
exposing the roots. The cattle damage the roots with their hooves by removing the protective outer layer 
exposing the roots to frost and disease, thus reducing the effective root volume which could not then 
support the full leaf potential of the branch system. The solution watocover the exposed roots with dead 
branches etc, anything to prevent the cattle causing further damage. 



 11

 

              
Natural mushroom log found under the oak tree 

 
Onward we go, down a slope, passing the ‘in progress’ Orchard Project on the right, through the access 
gap and into the next part of the field.  
 
This part is quite interesting; down the left side is a two acre plantation 
created by John and Simon and runs adjacent to the natural water 
course ditch. The plantation is about 30M wide x 250M long, planted 
with 1000 deciduous trees and various shrubs, mostly Ash, Oak and 
Hazel. I was very impressed how professionally John and Simon had 
arranged the trees and installed a substantial fencing system. All trees 
looked healthy and due to the damp soil conditions the saplings 
planted three years ago are now four to five feet tall. There is also a 
small area on the right in the corner of the field planted with a few 
saplings to supplement the existing group of trees. A pond has been 
dug to encourage newts, insects and other wild life to take up residence on the duo’s estate. 
 
A short walk brings you to the entrance to the wood on the right of the field. Entrance is through a 
wooden gate with the inscription ‘Anne’s gate’ carved by John in memory of his sister who only managed 
to see the wood once in her lifetime, a nice touch. The wood is mostly on a 1 in 3 slope, walk 3 metres 
and you are 1 metre higher than the spot you started on, good exercise if you manage to survive. 
Unfortunately we picked the short straw as the area to be coppiced was almost at the top of the hill. After 
unloading the trailer we proceeded, feeling like overloaded donkeys, to the designated area of the wood 
for coppicing. On the way we collected the homemade metal tubular trolley at the gate for trundling the 
cut timber from the coppice to the gate wood pile. Due to the cold weather we wore clothing to suit the 
conditions but after climbing what seemed to be the Himalayas we all started to shed layers of clothing. I 
was literally sweating buckets. Then the work began; the plan was to coppice all of the trees in a radius of 
about 20 metres by cutting down to the ground anything above 4 cm in diameter leaving the remaining 
side shoots to grow to replace the trees removed. Most of the trees to be cut down were about 5-15 cm in 
diameter, mostly Hazel but a few Ash and a couple of Maple. The felled trees were to be logged-up into 
suitable lengths for the ‘donkeys’ to trundle down the hill on the trolley and any thin and long useful 
lengths retained for bean sticks etc. The remaining trimmings were to be used for reinforcing the 
perimeter barbed wire fence which would also provide an environment for small animals and birds. 
 
Then the fun began; chainsaw Simon got to work and there was timber falling left, right and centre. I 
thought we were making a new movie ‘Chainsaw Massacre 2008’ but instead of human limbs there were 
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massacred trees and branches all over the place. If you know Simon then you will know that not one tree 
was felled unless it was perfectly safe to do so. I observed a few things during the short times that slave 
drivers John and Simon were looking in another direction and when I could think clearly after my heart 
and blood pressure had recovered to a near normal level. Just as well I keep taking the tablets!. Who 
needs to go to the gym when you can have a free thorough workout helping John and Simon collect 
firewood? I noted that some of the trees had a lot of ivy twined around the trunks and when it could grow 
no higher would branch off to other adjacent trees and form a dense roof covering about 2-3 metres across 
thus stopping the light reaching the undergrowth. So as we proceeded to clear the area the ‘hole’ in the 
sky got larger by the minute and that is what the duo wanted to achieve so that the undergrowth could 
regenerate. One of the Ash trees had to be removed as it was infected with the Daldinia concentrica 
fungus, alias coal fungus or King Alfred’s cakes, so John tells me. The name is associated with the carbon 
like balls that appear on the branches and trunk of infected trees and the well known story of King Alfred 
burning cakes. Obviously with it being winter there was no green growth around apart from the ivy but 
John tells me that during the spring the wood floor is covered by the flowers of the bluebell and wild 
garlic. Both flowers are open at the same time for only a short period and the combined scent needs to be 
experienced. I look forward to revisiting the wood for this yearly event. It wasn’t long before Simon’s 
strength started to wane and over came the call ‘Where’s the coffee’. I’ve never seen anything like it! 
Action man John got to work and started rummaging around for the coffee-making kit. (Wake up and 
concentrate while you read this.) It takes me back to when I was a boy scout; first light a fire. Not that 
simple with John’s kit; he had brought one of his boys toys which consisted of some sort of magnesium 
stone and an iron-age piece of corrugated shaped metal bar. The idea was to strike the stone with the 
metal bar and produce some sparks to light a fire. I could see in John’s eyes that a true expert fire lighter 
was at work and I was about to learn the skill of fire lighting from a true master. He collected some ‘dry’ 
grass and some moss with some little twigs and carefully arranged these into a wigwam shape, picked up 
his toy and struck the magnesium stone with the metal bar and whoosh there was an enormous amount of 
sparks from just one strike, just like a kiddy’s fireworks sparkler. Plenty of smoke but no fire; same result 
after umpteen attempts with the fire stick; plenty of smoke still no fire; kindling too damp. I remember a 
little rhyme from my scouting days, 
 
First a curl of birch bark as dry as it can be,  (Not a birch tree in sight) 
Then some twigs of softwood dead but on the tree, (Everything is sodden wet) 
Last of all some pine cones to make the fire glow, (No coniferous trees in the wood) 
And there you have a fire, to make you feel at home. 

 
Plan ‘B’ followed; from one of John’s pockets out comes the crumpled 
up emergency toilet paper, the front page of the ‘Thornbury Gazette’. 
Unfortunately that was damp also from the day’s sweat and after 
making further attempts, plenty of smoke but no fire. By this time I had 
trundled two loads of timber down to the gate wood pile and Simon was 
gasping for his coffee. Then came the call from John ‘Has anyone got a 
box of matches?’.  I couldn‘t believe it, no emergency backup of 
matches in his coffee kit. Some half hour later and as the day was 
getting shorter Simon said he would have a go and within a couple of 
minutes we had a fire but credit goes to John for perseverance and for 
drying the kindling. Another toy of John’s was the ‘Storm Kettle’ for 
boiling the water; haven’t seen one of these before. You build a fire in 
the bottom half and place the water container over its base. The water 
container is an enclosed aluminium can with a hole through the middle 
to act as a chimney and also to allow feeding the fire with short sticks; 
much more efficient than the usual kettle or saucepan (See photo). 
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Within a few minutes we had our long awaited coffee supplemented by nothing but the best ‘Aldi’ 
chocolate bar kindly provided by John. 
 Back to work to continue clearing all of the small trees and we soon finished the first day’s work. 
The second day’s task was to remove some large branches from larger trees that were on the perimeter of 
the clearing. This was necessary as the branches encroached on the area we had cleared and these also 
were preventing light reaching the undergrowth. With the guidance given by Simon and the use of his 
winch tackle we managed to remove some heavy branches. Simon was the tree monkey attired in a 
harness rig, John was the ladder charge hand and it was my job to stand on the bottom of the ladder, pull 
the rope to raise Simon to the chainsaw position and call ‘Timber’ at the appropriate moment. I nearly got 
it right most times but I often wonder why Simon trembled when we were about to start on the next tree. 
No problems with the coffee this time, John brought another boy’s toy, one of those special pyromaniac 
lighters, more like a flame thrower. I don’t think he had a fire certificate for it so I was ready with the 
mobile phone just in case he set fire to the wood.  
 

                    
 
 It doesn’t take you long to realize that John and Simon are serious 
conservationists and are doing a great job applying forestry management to 
their wood. I saw evidence also of their interest in preserving and enhancing 
the habitat for the wild life on their land.  As an experiment, delicacy 
mushroom spore plugs have been implanted into decaying logs in a secret 
location somewhere on the estate but the crop to date is only two mushrooms. 
The last task of the day was to install a couple of bird boxes in trees around the 
clearing that we had made. I noted other bird boxes that had previously been 
installed, most for small birds but a large box was for the owl population. Job 
done and back to the homestead where we found Pauline, John’s wife, a little 
distraught looking out of the kitchen window. Apparently a couple of minutes 
earlier a kestrel or sparrow hawk had made a meal of a thrush and with feathers 
flying had flown off with the remains. Out came the ‘World of Birds’ reference book for Pauline to try to 
identify the bird of prey but there is still doubt as to which species it was. After a bowl of Pauline’s 
delicious pumpkin soup and a wedge of bread I thanked them for their hospitality and bid them farewell. 
 
 Thank you Simon and John for the wonderful two days and the fun we had together. I now know a 
little about forest management and how not to light a fire!  I went home completely knackered, lost five 
pounds in weight and slept for a week. Would I do it again?  I certainly would, but next time I will be 
taking a box of matches. 
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Just Come to Hand (Very Timely) (By Ed)  “Broad-leaved trees have up to 40,000 stomata (pores) in 
every square centimetre of leaf, and in a single day a mature Oak tree transpires (through the stomata) 
around 1,000 litres (220 gallons).  This represents about 98% of all the water that the roots take up, with 
the remaining 2% used in the construction of cells and in photosynthesis. 
This might sound wasteful, but the water is used along the way to keep cells turgid (very important) and 
in chemical reactions in the cells.  It also carries nutrients to every cell in the plant, so the more a plant 
transpires the more nutrients reach the cells.  Even water evaporating from the leaf is not wasted; it helps 
to cool the air immediately around the leaf, allowing foliage to experience high levels of heat from the 
sun unharmed”. (Acknowledgement is due to Chris Beardshaw in his book ‘How Does Your Garden 
Grow?  If you want a present for a gardener then this book is the ticket!!  It answers fully the question in 
the title!  And in the process explains the cruciality of root wellbeing to the success of trees and plants.)  
 
SIMON’S SECOND MAJOR PREOCCUPATION   -  TRAINING COURSE PART 2   (By Editor) 
 
Apologies for squeezing this in at the end, but thankfully there will be further opportunities to look at this 
more closely.  Simon was asked at a recent committee meeting to start work on the data sheets and 
drawings for Stage 2 of the Club’s training programme.  George King has stepped in to help with the 
large drawing task and it is hoped to have the first ten project drawings ready for this month’s Club night.  
Mill staff will then be in a position to start teaching/supervising the students’ work.  Simon is particularly 
keen to stress that students will be expected to take photographs of their projects as they progress.  A 
gallery will be set up and will incorporate the best/more unusual/technically difficult work from Club 
members.  Examples of the items in the project list from which students can choose are Needle Case, Box 
with Screwed Lid, Bread Board/Platters, Wooden Hammer involving multi-axis turning etc., etc.  
Administrative aspects include proof reading by two volunteers (not Club members), costs incurred, etc.  
OK, this gives you a brief insight into a major project.  Let’s leave it there for this issue, but there will be 
much to learn and follow as it gets under way.  I believe there are students ‘busting a gut’ to start.  
 
CONCLUSION  (By Editor) 
 
Always bear in mind please that when I ‘put down my pen and blue crayon’ each month there is rarely 
much, if anything, left over for the next issue (in this case March’s).  So please keep on your thinking 
caps to produce articles or information for the next issue!  With a hundred and more members there must 
be many a topical matter and fund of knowledge worth airing, not forgetting my plea for a dash of 
humour now and then.  Here’s an offering from me even though I can’t find a way of bringing 
woodturning into it:   
 
“Brian Clough had just completed Britain’s first £1 million transfer deal to acquire Trevor Francis.  That 
led to the relegation of Martin O’Neill to the reserves so he asked Mr Clough rather unwisely…why have 
I been picked for the second team?  Instant,merciless response: “Because you are too good for the third 
team!””. 
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