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INTRODUCTION  (By Editor)

Happily there is much for you all to mull over img issue! So, apart from New Year greetings, |l wi
just ask for plenty of input for next month pleasghe cupboard is bare at the time of going totprin

(By Derek Edwards)
Firstly, may | take this opportunity to wish you albelated Happy New Year!

Yet another year has passed and our Club goessiiremgth to strength. This does not happen by &anc
though and a lot of hard work goes on day by dag bsnall number of dedicated members. You may
have read the leader by Mark Baker in this monitieddturning’ magazine in which he reports thatta lo
of clubs are finding it difficult to continue due problems in finding members to stand for comraitte
Our committee has a number of members who haveddov many years and think it is time to stand
down and let new blood move the Club on. | fomegée, have now been on the committee for six years,
two and a half as Programme Arranger, two and fealsa¥ice Chairman and two as Chairman (some of
the time Programme Arranger and Vice Chairman teggt If it is the Club’s wish | will stay on as
Chairman for one more year from April, but from A2010 | intend to stand dowrAll clubs need new
blood on committees and not just the old farts likene, so please let's have some new members say
aged under 50 on our committee (not you Tich).

During December we had our Christmas Bash. Itieesn very rewarding to have had a number of
members contact me to say how enjoyable the evdraddeen! Thanks &l who were there!

The Christmas Bash is when we award the Club’s trapies and it was a pleasure to present this
year’s set. Novice of the Year was Dennis Croker, The Derek Has Trophy for most improved
turner went to George King and Woodturner of the Yar was Tony Lewis.

This year the committee introduced a new awarcetpriesented annually. It is to be known asMilae
Carey Trophy. The award will be based on Design and we willyi know what the judges will be
looking for in due course. Mary Ashton and SteviesiBhade the trophy and | must say what a finegiec
of work it is! The first recipient waSnost fittingly} Max Carey himself!!!



Our Clubman of the Year award went to the one and oitpy Mellet. | bet Ray is pleased to see the
end of 2008, after two major ops - the second adlglays before the bash (a major liver resectiou),

he was there defiant as ever. | cannot think obaayin our Club who deserved the award more than Ra
and from the way the members reacted to the aneowent | know everyone agreed wholeheartedly.

Normal procedure is that Life Membership awardspaesented at the AGM but tR608 Life
Membership award was also made at the Christmas Bash. Ideeisled by committee that this should
be done so that as many members and wives as jgossilld be present. The award went doraine
Richardson. Lorraine has for many years served on the Chrbroittee, arranged the Christmas Bash
but most of all, is the main protagonist in PickReg which over the years has raised thousandsuoiiso
for Club funds. Life Membership is the Club’s waysaying thank you to very special members and
Lorraine certainly belongs itmat category!!

Our congratulations to all of the award winners for2008!!!

Finally, after months of waiting and the day after Christmas Bash, the letter arrived informinghat
the Clubhas been awarded £5239 from the ‘Awards for All Bid-ottery Grant’!  This is exactly what
we asked for. So, over the next three months viguichase the equipment that was listed on the
application. At the last AGM | said that it is tresponsibility of the Officers of the committeertase
funds; | think you will agree that we have madeoadystart with this grant and | hope this will be first
of many.l would like to thank John Wilson-Smith, Dave Ward,and Simon Keen for helping me
with the application and arranging all the quotations we needed to support it.

Best Regards.............c.cccivveiieeen e Derek

MUSINGS FROM THE MILL (By ‘The Gaffer aka Hon. Life President)

Happy New Year and Happy'®irthday from ‘The Gaffer'! Julie dubbed me withat name; | don't
think it stuck. With no December newsletter andhoiiday in November this is catch-up time.
Congrats Richard Taylor upon completion of your appenticeship! It is a demanding discipline.
Hundreds of members have been introduced, recamté training and for a variety of reasons, ¢sil
off. All credit for skill and tenacity Richard &o. 15 on the new Roll of Honour shortly to appieahe
Club’s commemorative 2banniversary tome! Yes, attendance records sh&wv280, and only 3 have
actually ‘thrown their toys out of the pram’ in abfrustration. The staff come and go too. Theeee 6
at the time of our formation of whom I'm the solengvor! But, for how much longer? It has been my
wish for the last couple of years to ensure thdiooance of ‘The Mill'. Now, thanks largely to Stuart
Bradfield, a trust company has been ‘set up’ with 5 direcém charity status being sought. An
immense amount of work has been done, with rapdness in the last couple of months. Charitable
income will ensure our future.

Doug Alderton’s observations and appraisals oftit&l impressions of The Mill's workings were g
accurate. They confirmed exactly what we have gwded to do. We staff members do our best ffor a
Club members’ benefit, old and new, with the ainpa$sing on our knowledge and skills with no
thought of remuneration. Our recommendations @wtea have always been ‘Learn the fundamentals
with the Club, then spend your hard-earned cashwiitichever professional turner specialises in
whatever particular aspect of the art you wishuospe. Stuart has just done that with Tracy Owen,
evidence of which appeared with a WTOY table digpdasuperb ‘leaf bow!l as illustrated in January’s
‘Woodturning’ magazine (i.e.Tracy Owen’s exampl&)was allStuart's own work! Tracy didn't lay a
finger or tool on it. Stuart tells me it was veeyvarding, returning home at 10pm totally exhausted

Our Christmas Bash was great once agailan Fry (a current apprentice, along with his North
Somerset Accordionists, entertained us superblyLyn’s buffet was, as always, up to gourmet



standards, but of course the highlights are thedstaThese give tangible credit for unstintingoetfoy
the recipients.Lorraine’s astonishment (apprentice No 1, thanks St Denyig(h ‘DennisMay’
presumably) upon being honoured with Life Membgrsiias a joy to beholdRay Mellett was also
‘gobsmacked’ when his award of ‘Clubman of the Yeas announced. It made a change for him to
receivesomething! Most of the year hdiad things taken away! Then ‘surprise, surprisé’'was
presented with a superbly made, and may | saygdesi' trophy called, can you believe it, the Max
Carey Trophy. It was a collaborative piece, tgtatique, with exquisite workmanship. It had Steve
Ellis’ African Blackwood OT lid, Mary Ashton’s bodyinial and plinth. Alan Noakes’ (apprentice NQ. 2
found/supplied the Yew for the body, Tich had thgraving done and Derek Edwards presented it. It is
the precursor of an annual awards trophy similatyte for Design, Innovation and Excellence. #sva
very gratifying and humbling experience being harolun this completely unforeseeable way! | thank
you all and assure you that | will keep it on degphlong with a lovely little ‘Bird Box’ that Ticlyave to
June two or three Christmases ago. | have oveethundred turned items in the furniture of ountyv
area but nobody would notice now!! This trophylwake ‘pride of place’!

Then, in Julie’s absence, | was asked to chooseetligient ofthe ‘Woodturner of the Year’ award.

At least seven members had entered the competilibe. variety of work, all of exquisite skill, was
outstanding, and each item could hold its own mational or international exhibition or compeiti |
won'’t go into detail on the merits of each entrgdese it would take a whole article to do justzéhem
all. However, apologies to George King for notrjimig up the detail of his ‘Christmas Cracker’.sHi
items could have been chosen for the new Desigphirbfeel! So, once again, a good ‘big-un’ béwt t
superb smaller oneslony Lewis’ Colonial Rocking Chair in EIm, now as rare as duck’s teeth, carried
the day. The decision took account of his prenisagtention to detail and the fact that no aspeatd be
found to detract from a faithfully reproduced exdepOnce agairsongratulations Tony! It would be
nice to think that as an heirloom it will affordays of pleasure and comfort to your family.

Finally, I understand that we are about to recaivew ‘JET’ demo lathe down here as a result of our
recent ‘Awards for Al £5000 or so grant. In orde accommodate it, it will accordingly be necegta
put a lot of time and effort into re-positioningetaxisting lathes and ancillary kit. Other impnmemnts,
e.g. to heating and dust extraction are also alooe addressed?lease feel free to offer your services
towards the workpr perhaps even consider a legacy for our future.

Have a healthy and prosperous New Year! Usual Redards.....................Max

DENNIS WANKLYN — (AWGB No. 1992!l) — A Potted History

At home | have a small oak coffee table | made sseventy-odd years ago indicating a life-long ieser
in woodworking. However, | joined the Royal Air fée in 1941, and following technical training
embarked on what was to be the first of many owerseurs of duty. | returned to the UK shortlyeaft
the war finished but was soon whisked off to spaperiod meandering around the Middle East.

Back in the UK | entered the aircrew life and, daling a period of instructing at a flying schoadtg
married to Doris and off we went for a long spelSingapore (a tour that could provide a storygali!)



With regret, that period had to end and we retutodéingland where | anticipated a stable phase of
living. Following a course of woodturning instruarni with Peter Child | bought a second-hand Myford
lathe and an 8 x 6 cedar shed, acquired a workbemtibegan to practice the art.

Surprise, surprise! - a posting to Germany cameso | sold the lathe and we moved. In due @aws
time in Germany came to and end and we were sertthyi to Malta. On completion of my tour of duty
there, | was posted unbelievably for another scuratvur in Germany!

The years passed and on my return to the UK | fieenesl to the engineering branch. About this time |
was given a small power drill driven lathe and @ttaents and attempted to ‘pick up the threads.’
Following a very interesting period at the ‘expegintal empire’ of Boscombe Down, Wiltshire, | set of
to fulfil a staff appointment at, you guessed iQ RAF Germany ! This was to be the final overseas
stretch, very enjoyable but sad in a way becauseiiked the end of the many friendships we had
developed with German families, and the frequeattshisits we were able to make. The return to
England saw the end of the 70’s decade and | defimen the service (after 38 years) and joinedigrit
Aerospace in Filton.

We bought a house locally, in Rudgeway, and atllasts able to build a small workshop. A Tyme-Avon
lathe, Kity bandsaw and an industrial drill press&vpurchased, and for me it was the start of a
productive woodturning phase of life.

Believe me it was initially ‘hit and miss’ but sldyd acquired some degree of skill. About ten gelater

I met Simon Keen at a village craft show — he lisas a mile or so away — and in about 1991 he
introduced me to the Club and its members. Thelyded lan Guy, Fred Pitt, Colin Hazell and Sandra
Atkins amongst others in a relatively small group Wwith a splendid camaraderie, and | learned sohmu
about the finer points of woodturning. (Simon, dentally, has been chauffeur to 99% of the Club
meetings | have attended since that introduction!)

At one of my early meetindgserek Bailey, a renowned and generous-spirited local woodwonrleir
known to longer-term members, produced his versia'Smoker’s Bow Chair.” | was impressed by it
and with his assistance made my first chair witmealetail changes. It has been used by my wife dail
since then. At that time | updated my lathe andgia “Turnstyler’.

Shortly afterwards | went on a Windsor chair-makvogirse with Peter Hindle who manufactures the
Ashem Craft ‘rounders.” Armed with a set of ‘roursleand a lathe-like driving machine | started my
chair-making escapades and following productiomafy Windsor chairs | concentrated on the Derek
Bailey type. The design allows a simple scaling d@ithe large one, and a child size version became
very popular. Then followed requests for a yet $ena@ne, we call the ‘Teddy Bear’ chair. One ofsthe
was the model for the ‘Children in Need’ chairs m&y Simon Keen for the event and which featured on
TV on the night. As I've shown at Club meetings #eraand smaller models have appeared but the final
one requiring a dozen 2mm holes correctly positiozied angled in a 25mm seat is about the limit!
Having the rounders and drive allowed me to int@edbennis May to his chair and stool making too.

Obviously I've turned many items, and a visit toren Hughes’ workshop allowed me to see his model
of a pen (I still have the example!). With enthgsial bought a discounted quantity of pen components
from Axminster and spent a day withed Pitt to learn how to make them myself. Such inputmfro

Club members are so beneficial!

Nowadays | am not too active in my workshop butlll feddle about. In fact | have a 16 segment @©6h
diameter table under construction (for at least figars now) to complete!



Years ago in a short article | wrote for ‘Good Waamdking’ magazine | commented that | still had an
awful lot to learn about turning but thought thaté¢ was on my side because | wasn't eighty yet!IWel
those years are long behind me and that nee@sslis — can | write that time is still on my sioecause
I’'m not ninety yet?

OUR CLUB WEBSITE (By Ed based omformation received)

Martin Lawrence advises that a revised Avon & Bristol Websiteasvrlaunched (address unchanged —
see footer on last page of ‘Turnings’). It inclsdeGallery of members’ work, and should any mesber
want some of their pieces to appear there pleasd pittures to me (i.e. Martin) at the email addre
below. Also on the site is a page listing namesbbne number, and email address of members who are
prepared to take orders on commission from anydmewisits the site. In addition, any members who
have their own website can, if they wish, emaildle¢ails to me and | will include on our Links page

Should any member want entry to any of the abovejlehe details to Martin Lawrence
abwpromotetheclub @fsmail.net

Note By Editor - | visited our revised site imnme@ly upon receipt of the abowed was impressed!
You do need to be on broadband to tegeedyadvantage of the archival section but most peogle it
now (not me unfortunately because the rural exchdmege has not been unbundled by BT). Upon
enquiry | learned fronbngstanding webmaster Dave Wardhat credit for the revision belongs to
Martin Lawrence and Richard Spence. They had volunteered to implement a managementatiee
decision some little while back to revise and udgrthe site. Dave is not out of the picture thoaigth
will continue to perform some of the ‘masterly’ fitions in collaboration with the other two.

DEMONSTRATION TRAINING PROGRAMME @ THE MILL 22 " Nov. 2008 (By Mary Ashton)

Last year Julie told me she had booked me in t@a d@monstration on Club night during the summer
holidays. | was keen to take part but backed ouhatlast moment due to nerves. | was annoyed with
myself for cancelling but felt | lacked the confide to present a good demonstration and did not twan
go ahead until | was sure | could deliver the gaamut$ not make a fool of myself.

| teach an evening class on Thursday nights (wmfately)and therefore miss most of our Club
demonstrations. | believe that observing otheraatestrating is an excellent way to learn what works
and what does not in terms of captivating an awgien

After attending a particularly bad demonstratiowrale back, | started to think that | could doteetl
was therefore overjoyed when | was offered a ptatéhe first of the AWGB’s Demonstration Training
Programme, acting as one of four guinea pigs feil@ course.Peter Bradwick, AWGB Training
Officer, has designed the course aimed at future demomstrathich teaches them good presentation
skills, and how to conquer nerves in a friendly angdportive environment.

On the day | arrived at the Mill feeling incredibigrvous. After coffee the other three participarid |
formally introduced ourselves.

Having received the days programme from Peter valack | knew that shortly each of us would be
giving a planned 5 minute talk to the whole grond sould be assessed on our performances.

Peter began by giving us ideas on effective spéeciniques. These were backed up with input from
Chris Eagles AWGB Chairman.

This was very informative, but actually made md faere nervous. Although | knew some of the things
that Peter covered, | realised that | would notbk to hide behind my notes or twiddle my pen, and
would instead have to concentrate on correct matbbdelivery and presenting my chosen topic.



| pleaded with the others to allow me to go firstorder to get it over with and then be able taxel
Suddenly | was performing in front of everyody chosen subject was health & safety related to th
use of workshop machinery such as the bandsaw andllar drill . As a qualified wood machinist | am
more than a little horrified when | see the wayt @me (no names mentioned!) approach these machine
and show no fear (or any basic knowledge on comethod of use). | therefore thought this wouldabe
good choice of topic. | did make a few mistakeghsas losing the handout | had prepared for thersth
to refer to, and repeating mysedijt it felt good once it was overOff to the office with Peter for verbal
feedback, whilst the others took part in an evadumadf my performance with Chris.

On return | watched the others give their speeahdswas glad to see that they were as nervousiad |
been. After, we gave written and verbal feedbacleach others speeches. This was part of the learnin
process and gave us another chance to performa@that just me beginning to enjoy myself?)

| felt my confidence growing as the day progressedinly | believe through the realisation thattak
other participants seemed as nervous as myself.

We all learnt a lot from the presentation skillscdssion Peter and Chris gave us prior to our datk
also through observing each others ‘performances’.

| was aware that the others were giving interestimiggs, especially Frans who seemed to have a
considerable knowledge of Monkey Puzzle trees. dAtih | was very interested in the content of his
speech | was more concerned with the impending déatd knew | had to give later in the day, and ha
trouble processing information Frans and the otiver delivering for that reason.

Before lunch we were given instruction on plannamgl preparing a demonstration which included many
‘do’s and don'ts’ from both Peter and Chris. Aftench we all had a slot for a 20 minute demo which
had to be well planned and delivered within theetimmit.

Unfortunately | was now on last, as in fairnessimytunch we decided to go in reverse order from th
morning session.

It was interesting to watch the others do their deand observe how they all seemed more relaxed when
behind the lathe. This was obviously everyone’s footrzone and | got the impression that we were all
more confident with our turning skills than ourkiag skills. | also think it helped having a lathe to
hide behind.

Having the last slot of the day | began to worrgttmy demo might be aimed at too low a level f@ th
group. | decided at the last moment to base minspamdle turning techniques realising that 20 mesut
was not long enough to fit anything too complicait@d. When it came to my turn | decided to try and
get over as much information as possible in thettalli time rather than attempt to complete a ptojec
decided it was more important to concentrate oivelsi method and tried to focus on points both Pete
and Chris had discussed with us beforehand. hfelte confident than | had expected, although it aas
small and very friendly supportive group. | wasgsked with the way | managed to throw my voice to
everyone in the room, something | have struggled withe past.

When receiving feedback from Peter later he askedaow | thought I'd done, | said ‘not very welll.

felt | had missed several important points. | thimken you are nervous you are not aware of exactly
what you have done and/or said. After telling Petkat | thought | had done wrong he said he fékd
done ‘brilliantly’ and was very complimentary abeny presentationThat made my day.

| came away at the end of it feeling a massiveeefhschievement, my confidence boosted and algo wi
a feeling of excitement that maybe | would one dagve the confidence to do this in front of a bigge
crowd (maybe?). Time will tell!

I would recommend this course to anyone who is idensig demonstrating to any audience and has the
chance to take part. | learnt a tremendous amdamitamyself, my skills and most importantly what |
need to work on to make improvements.



Many thanks to Peter Bradwick for meticulous plannng, excellent tuition and feedback, Chris
Eagles for his invaluable contribution, the AWGB fa provision of the course and our very own
Derek, Tich and Martin who opened up, fixed a few échnical hitches and also supplied a bit of
moral support.

Also thanks to fellow participants Mark Sanger, Jom Montgomery , Frans Brownwho all gave
presentations they should be proud of and whoedfidd to make it such an enjoyable dayan't wait
to see you all out there on the demonstrating itircu

(Ed’s PS: Mary has a new websit@w.maryashton-woodturner.co.uk Do check it out!

PROFILE OF A MEMBER - VICKY SANDER

People always ask “What made you take up woodtg®iinThe incredulity expressed is because | am a
woman in a field predominated by meéBIJT | just love wood - the feel, the smell and # fact that
every piece is a surprise waiting to be explored.

My father was a sculptor and woodcarver workin@ambridge, and much of his work is in colleges and
churches there. His ever-welcoming workshop wasappy haven for me. | made my mother a
wonderful collapsible ironing boardOnly two legs would meet the floor at one time anilfilled its

title with alacrity! He applied for me to do ‘O level’ but | was tudndown because | would be the only
girl in Cambridge taking the exam and it would dist the boys. Perhaps this early rebuttal made me
even more determined to return to wood.

My career, with a break for bringing up four chédr has always been in education with childrenrwvi
special educational needs. With the greater freedffered by partial retirement eight years agoehtv

on an excellent five-day woodturning course at Wasan College. | was hooked, and bought a special
offer ‘Record’ lathe and a set of ‘Sorby’ tools as®t up a workshop in my London Terrace house. The
cats slept in the wood-shavings and spread themughrthe house; dust hovered everywhere. It wad goo
that | had tolerant neighbours as the foundatidgreok while | struggled to control uneven chunks of
wood on (and off) the lathe. | learnt by trial amgtor and a certain amount of blood. How lucky ou
Club is to have the excellent apprentice tuitionTaé Mill, and also the ever-encouraging humour of
fellow enthusiasts.

Nearly two years ago | left ‘Murder Mile’ in Hackpe@nd bought a very small house in Bath. With the
difference in house prices | was able to build @tefstic cedar workshop in the garden. This is éeav
and | now have two lathes and love to have peaptern with me. | particularly enjoy teaching chign.



My two particular interests are bowls and threabledes. Unlike so many modern woodturners, who
want to explore ever more sophisticated and engedepieces of work, | am looking backwards to the
more classic shapes in architecture, ceramics aadvbrk of early woodturners. | just love to find
beautifully patterned wood and free it to talk fself. Having said that, | was very inspired by
Hancock’s demonstration at The Mill and his recomdaion of the work of Liz and Michael
O’Donnell; so you never know, | might be adventgrinto colour and texture.

A great passion of mine is India. | worked forf@nd a half months last year in a charitable etinica
project in a very poor rural part of Kerala. | story-telling, craft and puppetry, which is greahfin a
system which is otherwise very formal. | will eturning for February. | can't wait!

(Footnote by Ed: This has been working up betw¥eaky and me for several months so | am
particularly pleased to get it into print beforeedieads off so caringly to India once again. Weaukh
also note that her work directed at children habe a big hit in our tent at Westonbirt. Her togn
work is of exceptional quality and a couple of migraphs from my archives are shown below).

ltems For Sale

Robert Sorby RS2000 Deep Hollowing Toahcluding chatter tool and figure of 8 calip&®B00.00(can
see same on internet for £259.35 - new)

Perform CCWSG Whetstone Bench Grinderused twiceE20.00( new price £39.92 from Axminster)
Contact Mary Ashton on 0117 9559569maryash@blueyonder.co.ukBy Ed: Remember my tip about
stocking up on grinders?)

Perform Woodturning Lathe



A nice lathe - smooth running - complete with boegt. Swivel head etc. £90 ono.

Contact Simon Barnard by ‘phone on Home: 01453 B858ves) or Work 01454 893494 (day).

COLLECTING THE YEW _ (By Doug Alderton)

John Wilson-Smith asked at one of the demos, down at the ‘Millarifyone wanted any Yew.
Apparently a lady a few miles away from John’s hetead had phoned him to ask if he wanted some.
The Yew had been lying in the garden for aboutaa y&d she needed someone to take it away. John is
well known in his area and often gets the offefre¢ wood, and in this case he needed a helpind tean
collect the ton and a half of logged-up timbemd &tuart Bradfield offered to help and together with
Simon Keen John’s stable mate and chainsaw expert, thectiolieparty was complete.

Directions were to a house in no-man’s-land; weeweld ‘the house with the white gates’. Stuart
had his small trailer fitted to his car, and armatth a wad of maps we set off like rally drivers the
great Yew adventure. On approaching our destinati®rcould see that John and Simon’s cars and
trailers were already there and they were just gingifrom the front entrance of the large countoys$e
with the lady of the house. Believe it or not thdyt was called Mrs. Whitehouse (the reason thesgate
were painted white | presume). Stuart and | werectid to the tradesmen’s entrance whereupon Mrs.
Whitehouse took us for ‘walkies’ through the gardi@the compost heap where the Yew had been piled
up out of the way. We couldn’t help noticing thiaistwasn't just a garden; it was landscaped suah th
Capability Brown would have been proud to have glesil it. The main features of the one and a half
acre garden were a pond, small summer house, wgipdithways, the usual lawns and the tennis court.
As it was late autumn, only the trees and shrubgtias mottled green leaves of the carpet of dwarf
cyclamen provided any colour. Dotted around thelgawere seven carved wood sculptures of animals
each about four to five feet high, bought at anllgikbn in Scotland. The pond had been created by
filling in the root ball hole left after one of tharge trees had fallen during a storm. The gléss heron
decoy standing proudly in the pond was a wast@aée as all of the fish had been stolen by theydeco
feathered friends.

Apparently the pile of Yew was from a tree wittrank of about one and a half to two feet in
diameter, all sliced up ready to load onto thddrai The tree had been adjacent to the old ggrden
and both the tree and the privy had to come downake way for the summer house. What surprised us
all was the absence of cracks in the wood, no doetause it had been in the shady area of themarde
and shielded from the sun by the adjacent row a¥s{élso the colour of the wood varied from deep
purple through the browns then the yellows to thie gream of the sapwood. Normally you might get a
little purple in the odd piece of Yew you get tortiut the colours of this wood were out of thisrido
The roots of the tree must have been nourishedthldaily human detritus deposited in the ground
from the gardener’s privy, no doubt from their glallet of scrumpy and game pie. Maybe this was the
reason for the intense colouring of the yew, naha®its way of making the best of its resources.



‘The intense colourinq of the vew

After half a dozen trips with the trolley to lodukttrailers with the prime Yew it was time for allwe
earned coffee break, coffee and biscuits generaugiplied by Mrs. Whitehouse. The lady of the leous
mentioned casually that she had two old piecereeftrunk that were going to be used to make aegard
seat. That was the next job on her father’s listunfiortunately he took his place in heaven befere
could tackle that one. Not surprised really asatte trunks were each about five feet tall, on and,
about fifteen inches in diameter. Superman was eosvin sight so mighty Simon Keen came to the
rescue; give him a chainsaw and he is as happy#sia ..... Within half an hour he had ripped orie o
the trunks lengthways to provide the seat and fifwerother trunk cross-cut two six inch thick digms

the feet. | didn’t realize how much safety gear peeded to wear when using a chainsaw. Simon gave
me a discourse on the use and safety of chainsaws demonstrated his skills. With his chainsaw
resistant boots, Kelvar lined trousers, coat angeg | commented that the outlay must be costlyisitd
all really necessary for the average wood turney minght want to use this tool. Philosophically reply
was ‘What's the price of an arm or a leg?’ Justase, does anyone know how to turn an arm or2a leg
may come in handy sometime.

Mrs. Whitehouse’s father had been a carpenteatsuda wood turner; that's why she phoned
John because she preferred the Yew to be usedk thiags rather than be burnt on a fire. She sbowe
us a couple of items of her father’s; a rebategkamd a turned segmented bowl. The plane must have
been over a hundred years old made of Beech ana/dmkwith Boxwood adjusting screws, definitely
worth a bob or two as an antique. The segmented Wweawinteresting as the rim consisted of ten
segments of different species of wood of whichfitgt letter of the name of each piece of wood maple
the surname of the family; i.e. Whitehouse. Onerleguest from Mrs. Whitehouse, ‘was it possible fo
someone to make her a salad bowl! out of some oféheshe had kindly donated?’. | am sure, in their
own good time, one of the three master turnersvileae with me will decide who will produce the bowl
for her. If | had to have a go at turning it mofkthe tree would end up as firewood and possibly me
returning to knock on her door to ask for anothew¥ree. Light pulls are my limit at the moment!
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(The finished seat in situ)
After completing the loading of the trailers wedsaur farewells and thanking Mrs. Whitehouse fer th
Yew, we drove away in convoy fashion to John amdd®i's ‘field’ to off-load our spoils of the day. Fo
allowed Stuart and | to take some of the yew asnard for our help, willingly given, and we look
forward to creating works of art when the wood tasd out in a few years time!

To end the day John invited us to his home fait afdunch; believe it or not ‘White Cottage’,
where we met his very talented artistic wife PaaliHer paintings were hanging on most of the walls,
mainly of woodland scenes and flower arrangemeéiitthe time she was painting a flower and leaves
arrangement for their personalised 2008 Xmas e [photo). | had never seen any of John’s turnings
until I noticed the large Sycamore bowl in the @raf the sitting room.

More like a cauldron than a bowl, big enough to entlie cauliflower and broccoli soup we had for
lunch. | think you will agree from the photo thatakes skill to turn an eighteen inch diameter bldwe
this one. A bacon sandwich followed the soup, therart and | departed thankful for the day’s
experience of collecting the Yew and the hospitalie received from John and Pauline.

HINTS AND TIPS (By Vernon Hughes)

When making circular inserts or plugs for use ioatation, it is a good idea to make a very sligiper

so that the glue and compressed air have someofre¢al move as you press the insert in. When they
cannot move/escape you can feel a bounce-back effegou try to force the insert home. That mst b
overcome so that you do not leave an air spacealiertiee insert. It can be a good idea to use a ‘G-
cramp’ to press the plug home when resistance ésieriered. The insert must be a perfect fit at the
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finished surface level, so close attention to dlésavital. If you take off too much gaps may bedmn
show at the edges of the inserts. Unsightly gapsatdso occur if the timber used for inserts isdnytto
room condition humidity level; i.e. shrinkage ocgun drying. In all but a few instances it is good
practice to use inserts cut to expose the sidegead to take special care to make sure thatrédie &
running in the same direction in every piece. Buood can be an exception, and just a few othdrdns
sometimes present little if any noticeable grafe@t Of course, the position of the timber in tiee can
also affect the surface appearance of side grain.

One further point about gluing picked up in my ogxperience is that speed of assembly once glue has
been applied is very important! Even ordinary wahge reaches a consistency that is highly redistan
movement very soon after application, and thisaigularly evident in insert work, including asdasn

of legs and stretchers, etc.

A Website Tip from Dave Ward Fjoined the Woodworkers Institute several weeks agd received a
free book. Not for the first time | have been riegdarticles and projects regarding woodturning and
routing. There are sections on carving and calmredting. It is an extremely useful website and stidng
read by anyone who is interested in turning eter&lis much to be learned. The website is
www.woodworkersinstitute.com

From John Wilson-Smith - ‘Necessity is the mother of invention’:Being a woodturner of a mean
disposition (in the sense that the wood has tad®)f | was a bit pressured by the discovery éhaiece
of yew that | was turning into a large bowl for briStmas commission had developed a number of fine
cracks when nearing the finishing stages.

The usual solution of running in a bit of low wasity superglue and then sanding while the glue stiis
a bit tacky (so that the glue line is disguised¥wat possible as all my superglues were a bieaheind
close to the point of being too thick to use satsgjrily. On ‘phoning my usual supplier (Axmingtér
discovered that it would cost as much in postagbeaglue itself — that would never do!

A sudden thought arose — why not try and thin mgteng glue. | knew that water was no good — &s th
acts as the catalyst for setting — but what abellitlose thinners? A few drops of glue and thkisn
were tried — they mixed, became beautifully thimj did not set until they were applied to a téste of
wood and the following day the joint was still st

Cellulose thinners was then added to the pot aérglipe (roughly 1 part thinners to 4 parts of glaej
the mixture worked perfectly. It is possible tha glue is weakened by this treatment, but tHecdity

of peeling it from my fingers seemed to disprovatth

A FUNNY TURN

At Age 70 | thought it time to grow bolder,
I'll make for my friend a candletick holder.
One night at the Club to the woodshop | went
And was pleased they knocked off thegi0%.
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With the design in my head | intended igngri

The experts suggestion of prior line drawing.

| mounted the wood on my green Record lathe,
And roughed out the blank — | vigling quite brave

yMnes undulating and not parallel,

But my friend’s not an expert — I8are he can't tell.
Now what tool should | use, of which I'agew?
edling superior | selected the skew.

With revs at 2000 | boldly begin,

But ‘suffering catfish’ | had a ‘dig in’

For a slimmer design of a holder I'd try,
(It's a qift for a friend, not for someotebuy)

But previous disastrous ‘dig-ins’ are repeat
At my age (I thought) | would not be defehate

Time and the wood from my model flew by;
The thin end of the work grew relentlegsiyh.
| surveyed the new slimline holder with grief,
But, cheer up! I'll use it for picking my tdwt

Now this tale is a warning all turnersshl heed,
Good, practised use of the skew we all need
And all of us good preparation should learn,
Or you’ll end up like me with a right funtyrn!
Harold Colebrook*

(* Visitor to the Club’s meeting in November ‘08 arghsto us in thanks. This doggerel/poem was
published in ‘Good Woodworking’ in Jan 2005, wingithe letter of the month!)

CONCLUSION (By Editor)

HELP!!! As you will see | have wasted some space this montfhis is because | have lost the
ability to incorporate photographs within text by using the ‘Word’ ‘wraparound’ function. Itis no
longer available through the toolbar nor does it pp up when the ‘Insert’ procedure is used. |
expect that this is all due to one of those automatprogramme amendments that goes on ‘in the
background’ but if anyone can advise on how to lode or retrieve this function | should be most
grateful (even though I have only three more issuds go).

I’'m sorry that there are no shots of the Christf@ash but | was prevented by illness from atten@ing
no photographs came in from other camera users.

Thank you to this month’s contributors for such a varied and interesting range of pie¢dsase think
about keeping the supply coming!

Website:www.avon-and-bristol-woodturners.org.uk
Email: messages@avon-and-bristol-woodturners.brg.u

Editor: Vernon Hughes
"Si-Rusa” 6 Little Sands Yatton Keyin@hippenham Wilts SN14 7BA

Tel: 01249 782971
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