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CONTRIBUTIONS TO ‘TURNINGS’ ARE ACCEPTED IN GOOD FAITH BUT THE  INCLUSION OF INDIVIDUALS’ 
VIEWS AND COMMENTS DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT BY THE AVON & BRISTOL BRANCH 

 
NOVEMBER 2008 

INTRODUCTION ��(By Editor) 
 
There are just a few points to emphasise.  Firstly, please note the decision 
explained by Chairman that there will not be a December issue of 
‘Turnings’.  So this is the time for seasonal greetings and wishes.   
 
Secondly, you will see that the idea of contributing ‘personal profiles/histories’ is catching on!!  I have 
one more (from Dennis Wanklyn) that will have to keep until January, and Vicky Sander has hers at an 
advanced stage.  Let’s keep the momentum going though!  Do please send in your contribution so that we 
can all gain a deeper understanding of the Club’s make-up and get to know each other better!    
 
Finally there is that question posed in ‘Woodturning’ and mentioned by me last month about whether 
woodturning is in decline. I started to write the promised ‘magnum opus’ but find now that there is no 
space for it this month.  I may just have to send it direct to the editor, but in the meantime would welcome 
views from the membership for inclusion in our newsletter. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT re AWGB SUBS  (By Peter Oram, Membership Secretary) 

 
As this is the last issue of ‘Turnings’ in 2008 may I please remind all 
Club members that your AWGB subs of £14 will be due on 1st January 
2009.  If you are paying by cheque please make it payable to ‘Avon & 
Bristol Woodturners’ (i.e. NOT AWGB).   This way the branch obtains 

a small discount that goes towards Club funds.   
 

���������	
�����
�����
���������������� (By Derek Edwards) 
 
Welcome to my offerings for November.  Christmas is looming and I have only just started to think about 
making the Christmas presents I need for this year. As woodturners we are lucky to be able to make 
personal Christmas presents for the ones that we love (that’s not to say that that’s all that the one that I 
love gets) but that special home-made present is a great joy to give and, I hope, to receive.  Well, to date I 
haven’t had any complaints. 
 
With Christmas only just around the corner, please do not forget our Christmas party. It is to be held on 
Thursday 11th December (which is the second Thursday in the month) at St Teresa’s starting at 

���������	 �

�
Avon & Bristol Woodturners 
(Honorary Life President  -  Max Carey) 

 
Affiliated to the Association of Woodturners of Great Britain 



 2

7.30pm. I know that Lorraine has been working hard to make this year’s event as good as,if 
not better than, last year’s, so please come and support us. Please let Dave Ward know how 
many tickets you will need.  AND, OF IMMENSE IMPORTANCE, Do remember to 
bring along those entries of yours for ‘The Woodturner of the Year’ Competition!!  We 
shall all be looking forward to seeing what has inspired you over the year!! 

 
During November the AWGB will be holding its pilot Demonstrator Trainin g Course. The purpose is 
to help AWGB members who would like to become demonstrators to master the techniques of 
presentation. This first course will be held at the Mill and our own Mary Ashton is one of the four invited 
attendees. I will ask Mary to put an article in ‘Turnings’ outlining her experience of the course. 
 
Up-date on our grant application:  As most of you will by now know the Club has submitted an 
application for a grant from ‘Awards for All’ but unfortunately our first submission was sent back to me 
because the bank had put the wrong official stamp on the bank form.  We have rectified this.  Dave put 
the bank right and the application has been resubmitted.  I will keep you updated as soon as I have any 
more information. 
 
In late October we had a midweek all-day demonstration from Mark Hancock at the Mill .  I am 
delighted to say that this was one of the best attended all-day demos that I can remember!  Apart from it 
being cold (in fact very cold!!)  we all had a great day.  I believe that we all learnt a lot from Mark with 
some good banter from both sides.  At the end I asked if we should do more midweek demos and the 
answer was a resounding ‘yes’ so we will look to hold more after March.  We will also try to arrange 
them during the school holidays so that our poor hard-done-by teachers will be able to attend. 
 
Your committee is working hard to make our Club one of the best in the country and it is interesting that 
during the Mark Hancock demo day Mike Collas, our AWGB Regional Representative, paid a visit.   
He was amazed at what we do as a Club and how well the day was attended!  We are seen as one of the 
leading clubs in the association, BUT we can do better.  However, we need your help to achieve that so 
do tell us what you would like to see happen at Club nights and what other Club activities you would like 
us to arrange!!! 

 
Traditionally, we have not published “Turnings” in December and so on behalf of the 
committee I wish you all a………………. Very Happy Christmas!! 
 
 

FRED PITT  -  AWGB NO: 282 
 
“I joined Avon and Bristol Woodturning Club after a chance meeting with Don White at the first AWGB 
seminar at Loughborough University, and although I cannot claim to be a founder member of the Club I 
have been a member for almost as long as it has been in existence.   
 
I have seen the Club grow from very humble beginnings to what is now a first class organisation with 
many dedicated officials who have made it grow into what must be one of the finest run clubs in the 
country; and long may it continue so. 
 
I have made many very good friends during my time in membership, and they have proved to be very 
loyal and concerned during my enforced absences due to medical problems.  For some time now, though, 
I have found it more and more arduous to make the trip from Clevedon and then sit down for two and a 
half hours before driving back home.  As a consequence I feel that it is time to call it a day and bow out 
gracefully.  I shall miss the Club, its activities and everybody concerned with it whom I have known over 
the years. 
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In ending, may I wish the Club and everybody connected with it all the very best for the coming years, 
and may it continue to prosper for very many years to come. 
 
Very sincerely…………………Fred Pitt” 
 
(Postscript by Editor:  How impressive that number is!!  Only two members have numbers lower than 
Fred’s  -  our founder Don White, long resident in Cornwall,  whose number is ‘10’ (yes ‘10’!!) and our 
vice-chairman, Simon Keen on ‘180’.  So, Fred’s decision is a historic one.  I feel sure that all members 
who have known Fred over the years will join me here in wishing him well in ‘retirement’.  For years 
Fred, it has been my habit on entering the hall to check if you have taken your accustomed place in the 
front row, and old habits die hard.  I also credit you, Fred, with one of the best ‘Hints/Tips ever to appear 
in ‘Turnings’ and I will repeat it in my haul-down report from the editorial post next April.  I am sure that 
all members will be pleased to know that Fred will continue to receive ‘Turnings’ through the post for the 
remainder of the Club year.  Go well old friend!!)  . 
 
MIKE OPENSHAW   (‘No. 2’ IN THE PERSONAL PROFILE SERIES)  
 
(Ed’s Intro:  All I need to say is that the photographs to accompany this article are all Mike’s own work, 
sent to me very neatly on disc.  They depict the man himself, his well equipped and extremely neat & tidy 
workshop and a few examples of his progress at the lathe so far.  I get the feeling that there is much more 
to come!  Thanks very much for your input Mike, and congrats on fulfilling your life’s ambition so well.) 
 

‘Being unable to afford the £100 I was forced to shelve the 
idea of buying a Myford ML7 I’d seen advertised in my 
dad’s “Model Engineers” (not many 7 year olds have that 
kind of money).  I then hit upon the idea that perhaps by 
serving an engineering apprenticeship I could at least get to 
play with someone else’s machinery and get paid for it as 
well. But that didn’t work out because I quickly realised that 
instead of being allowed to make steam engines and model 
aero engines and the like they expected me to manufacture 
uninteresting things like screws and bolts and other bits that 
were totally unrecognisable and seemed to have no 
conceivable use.  The company also expected them to be 
made in record time, which didn’t suit me at all, and I was 

constantly being harassed by interfering charge-hands and foremen.  So as soon as I could I got out of the 
factory and into the Planning Office where I not only kept my hands clean but I got an extra week’s 
holiday, started work half an hour later and had lunch in the staff canteen (in those days the company had 
no less than four canteens) for (1) manual workers, (2) Staff (where I now was), (3) Intermediate Staff 
and (4) Senior Staff.  
 
The next 20 years saw a number of career changes and marriage, none of which brought the Myford any 
closer. Then, while visiting a customer in darkest Cornwall I found an old ML4 in a corner of his 
workshop. It was in a pretty sorry state, though not beyond recovery, and I was happy to pay the £35 
asking price.  I spent some very happy hours restoring my new toy to something like its former glory and 
despite its many shortcomings it was mine and I didn’t have to put up with people breathing down my 
neck telling me that I was losing the company money.  
It was only when retirement loomed that I began to resurrect the ambition to own a “proper” Myford but 
before that could happen the draughty, damp and totally unsuitable garage which had been the ML4’s 
home for so many years would have to be converted into a proper workshop. That turned into a major 
project because 40 years’ worth of accumulated “useful items” had to be moved out of the way then 
returned at the end of each day. It was also very cold with temperatures very often down to zero and 
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humidity into the 90’s. Eventually, after some three months’ work my half of the double garage was 
transformed into something resembling a workshop and the search for the Myford could commence. In 
March 2008 I eventually located not an ML7 but a Super7 from a chap in Farnborough who was going 
through a divorce and had to sell everything. When I saw what was being included I was quite staggered 
and not a little concerned for the future of my car’s suspension. Certainly the drive home was interesting 
as I estimated that we probably had a ton of equipment aboard. I tried to reassure Maureen, somewhat 
unsuccessfully, that it was because her seat was lower that she couldn’t see over the bonnet. Even when 
off its stand a Super7 is pretty heavy and my willing neighbour and I struggled to get it from the car and 
into the workshop. He suffered no ill-effects but for three months thereafter I lived with excruciating 
back-pains, and that was no help at all in completing the workshop. But what has all this to do with wood-
turning? The answer is that my father, having suggested to me at age 12, following an explosion in our 
dining room of my first home made rocket motor that it might be better for everyone if I diverted my 
attention to other interests (thus, by the way, allowing Werner von Braun to forge ahead) he introduced 
me to wood-turning on his home-made lathe. Though this eventually got pushed aside by other interests 
the seeds had been planted, so as soon as my new Super7 was in place it was natural that an ML8 , which 
I’d used at school, would be needed as well. Fortunately I found one in  Redland, Bristol and this now sits 
comfortably next to its bigger brother. Its arrival also gave great joy to a turning-tool handle I’d bought 
from John Hall’s in 1957 and which had lain unused in various dark cupboards ever since. The two were 
introduced to each other for the first time only a few weeks ago. As soon as I put tool to wood I realised 
my shortcomings and although the local library had a number of useful books it became clear that much 
more could be learnt from watching experienced turners - perhaps there might even be a local club? A 
quick browse of the internet and up popped ‘Avon & Bristol Woodturners’ whose next meeting was on 
the following day!  
 
That’s how it began and although for any number of reasons I’ve not been able to get to all the meetings 
nor appear at the Mill as often as I’d like (or should do) I have already gained a lot from the advice given 
so willingly by other members and really feel that I am making progress. I have made a few items on the 
ML8 and although I’m not too ashamed of them they’re nowhere near good enough to show at the Club. 
Perhaps one day I’ll surprise myself and produce something worth exhibiting. One thing’s sure - I intend  
to carry on until I run out of wood and/or ideas. Of course, that won’t ever happen, will it? 
 

                 
      (Myford ML8 Installation)             (Myford Super 7 Installation almost complete)    (Bird-box production line by Gnome’s Law) 
              

             
        (First Attempt at Egg Cup)                 (First Attempt at Gavel and Block)            (Acorn finial work in progress) 
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RESPIRATORY PROTECTION   - (THE ‘AIRCAP 3’ FROM POOLEWOOD MADE BY 
BRADWEST)   (By Rob Postlethwaite) 
 
Following a demo by John Berkeley and a request to turn some Spalted Oak and Sapele I decided to bite 
the bullet and spend some money on something that would keep my nose and lungs free of dust.  I had a 
look around on the internet and in catalogues to help my choice and made the decision to go for an 
electric fan helmet faceshield, namely the AIRCAP 3.  Deciding factors were….it is self-contained, has a 
battery pack to go in a pocket or belt, it seemed to be lightweight and not too big, the faceshield has 
impact resistance and the headpiece is a bump cap. The battery pack is rechargeable and is rated to last 
for four hours. Having tried it out the battery has not gone flat in use and I use it for several hours at a 
time. 
There are two air filters on the cap and they can be vacuumed clean when they get dusty and they seem to 
do their job fine, but I did buy a set of spares when I bought the cap. The total cost was £135 including 
the spare filters, and ‘Poolewood’ have provided good service.  

Having used the AIRCAP now for a couple of months or so I can say that I 
am very pleased.  With my production I can work for 2-3 hours and I have 
found the cap comfortable and the weight on the head is not a problem and 
my lungs and nose are dust free. I wear specs and the air passing down over 
them means that they do not mist up which is a problem with nose and mouth 
masks, and having a face shield means that I do not need to wear safety specs 
. 
As I said earlier, the battery lasts a long time and being rechargeable costs 
almost nothing to use.   
So to conclude.  It’s a good buy and looks as though it will last a long time. It 
does every thing I want from a face shield to keep me safe and clean.  Do  

buy some thing to keep the dust away especially if you turn dusty wood, or even worse, spalted wood! 
   
MARK HANCOCK WORKSHOP AT THE MILL   (By John Ruffle) 

 
“I just play, I don’t work. That allows the work to develop”. That is how Mark described what he does, 
and in those few words, he aptly described a relaxed attitude which leaves room for the demonstration of 
great skill and creativity. 
The workshop was well attended, and despite it being the coldest day of the year, the audience remained 
enthusiastically attentive, absorbing the rich feast of creative skill that Mark offered. 
He gave a demonstration of what he prefers to call “Parallel Grain Turning” of a hollow form. At the 
outset, he stressed that for him, minimising the physical effort required is important. He uses body 
movement to reduce stress on arms and shoulders. 
He surprised a number of people by using a rounded cabinet scraper to refine the shape of the vessel he 
was turning from the sizeable Plum log which he was using, but he emphasised that this must be used in 
trailing mode. At the same time, he pointed out that the action was, in essence, little different from using a 
turning scraper. 
Mark stated his preference for working with green wood and for using a round log with good round 
annular rings, so that the turned piece, even with shrinkage, ends up round. Cross-grained timber always 
dries out elliptical because drying takes place more rapidly at the ends than in the middle. 
He conceded that choosing hollowing tools is a nightmare. After many experiments and shelling out quite 
a lot of money, he settled for the Monroe as being the best for him. This is available from Brimark and 
Axminster. He stressed the wisdom of trying tools out, before buying your own. They should be used at 
speed of around 500 – 700 rpm and be capable of taking a very small depth of cut. The articulated head of 
both the Monroe and Hamlet is extremely useful. 
It is important, he said, to take a very thin cut when hollowing. Lathe speeds should be low – around 500 
to 700 rpm. Too heavy a cut will cause vibration, as well as a poor finish. There are almost inevitably 
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some ridges formed, and these can be reduced by sheer scraping. It takes a great deal of skill to get a good 
finish using just a hollowing tool. That is why the insides of many hollow forms are pained black – to 
disguise ridges.  Sometimes, ridges are accentuated to form a design feature. 
After lunch, Mark demonstrated some finishing techniques. First he carved the outside of his hollow form 
using a mini ‘Arbortech’ attachment on an angle grinder. Next came the pyrotechnics! He ebonised the 
outside of the vessel using a blowlamp fuelled by Map Gas, which is propane containing additives, to 
increase the temperature. Mark recommends a high temperature in order to produce charring rapidly so 
that only the surface is affected by the heat, so avoiding rapid drying our and consequent distortion. He 
also emphasised the importance of fire safety precautions during the process. He used welders’ gloves 
and a piece of Masterboard under the article being ebonised, as well as having water handy – just in case!. 
After charring the piece all over, he used a pine brush mounted on the lathe to remove surplus carbon and 
to polish the piece. 
Next, workshop participants were shown the art of adding airbrush decoration to the ebonised work. Parts 
of the hollow form were rubbed back to bare wood, using a rasp, and then air-brushed with spirit-based 
stains. Finally, the piece was sprayed with a satin acrylic lacquer.  
Mark recommended Mick and Liz O’Donnel’s book “The Maker’s Eye” for further ideas for decorative 
finishes. 
All in all, this was an excellent day, and even the near zero temperature at the Mill did nothing to 
dampen the enthusiasm of those who attended. 
 
(By Ed: VMT to John for his work as ‘scribe’!!  And the attendance was ‘27’, Yes ‘27’!! Possibly the 
second highest on record?!). 
 
THAT FELLED YEW AT A WILTSHIRE VILLAGE CHURCH   (By Vernon Hughes) 

 
You may recall that professional turner, and one-time Club member, Dick 
Mather, undertook to make a thin-walled bowl or two from some of the 
branch-wood.  Pictured below is the first fruit of that generous offer (two 
shots from different angles).  I passed it to the church without measuring it 
but from memory I would say that it was at least 7�  deep, measured to the 
highest point on the rim.  It was finished with oil and has already attracted 
considerable interest in the receiving group.   Dick has made another three 
of these his trademark pieces, and they just await finishing.  Hasn’t he done 

a grand job?  For my part I seem to be succeeding in drying small cut sections of the timber without too 
many shakes appearing, and have made lightpulls and a couple of pens.  These are already proving 
popular amongst the people associated with the church. 
 

        
 

 
If any members are interested in trying out some of this green timber for yourselves, don’t forget that I 
still have plenty of it and I only aim to cover my costs when setting a low price on it. 
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MY INTRODUCTION TO OUR CLUB   (By Doug Alderton) 
 

 There were two reasons for joining the club. Fifteen 
year ago my son bought me Peter Child’s book ‘The 
Craftsman Woodturner (1992 edition)’ complete with black 
and white photos. I have always intended one day to have a 
go at woodturning but never had the time or the loose change 
to get the necessary lathe and tools. My schooldays’ bowl 
and plate turning left me a nervous wreck but the smile on 
my Mum’s face when I presented her with the half inch thick 
ridged bowl and a three tier cake stand made the traumatic 
experience worth it. The second reason was that I was fed up 
with making round items with hand tools. For example, I 
wanted to utilize the space under my workbench for storage 

by having four wooden boxes the full depth of the bench to wheel in and out. Buying sixteen suitable 
three inch diameter plastic wheels on the internet or at B&Q was a non starter, too expensive. To cut a 
long story short I ended up making the wheels out of 10mm ply cutting them out with a coping saw. I 
used a bit of aluminium tube for the bearings as I was using roofing bolts to fix the wheels to the boxes. 
After two whole days I had cracked it and that’s when I decided to buy a lathe (see photos). 
 
 

  
 
Note the plastic drawer pulls, £2.75 for 10 at B&Q or small oak knob £2.10 each, another reason for 
wanting a lathe. 
 
 A search on the Web for information on lathes came up with dozens of different makes and sizes 
and I knew I had to get help in deciding which one to buy. Another Web search for woodturning clubs in 
Bristol and at the top of the list was the Avon & Bristol Woodturners’ web page. After browsing through 
the web site and reading all of the ‘Turnings’ it was obvious this Club would be able to provide me with 
the advice I needed. 
I noted that the next club meeting was the AGM and I decided to attend. I poked my nose in hoping that I 
could talk to someone about lathes etc and one gentleman pointed me in the direction of Max Carey our 
President. Couldn’t have met a more friendly person; he took the time to explain the Club in general, but 
more important to me was the facility of a workshop (The ‘Mill’) they had in Portishead for those who 
wanted to learn and practice woodturning, which was just what I wanted. Little did I know at the time that 
this workshop facility was owned by Max and he allowed anyone who was a member of the Club to 
spend a couple of days a week in the workshop. Without hesitation he asked me to have a day down at the 
‘Mill’ to have a go at one of the lathes and have a look around. No need to join the Club he said until you 
see if it will be of any benefit to you. Also he advised me not to buy a lathe until I had looked at the 
sixteen or so lathes they had at the workshop. As I didn’t have a lathe he said ‘don’t worry we will lend 
you one until you decide on the lathe you want to buy’. After this ten minute chat with Max I signed up as 
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a member of the Club as I could see that it had a lot to offer. At the meeting I was also introduced to Ray 
Mellet who was very friendly and offered more useful advice. 
 
 The following Tuesday I arrived at the ‘Mill’ not knowing what to expect and a little apprehensive 
but I need not have worried as Max was in the office waiting for me. He put me at ease and explained a 
few rules about the workshop and told me about the twenty week apprentice training that they provided. 
Before I knew it I was given the training manual and told that I had started the apprenticeship that day. As 
Max was explaining the mandatory introductory module a busy looking chap entered the office ferreting 
through some drawers in a world of his own.  Max whispered to me that he was called Malcolm Renee so 
being a well brought up laddie from Geordie land I said ‘Good morning Malcolm’. There was a stony  
silence;  I thought I had been sent to ‘Coventry’ and this was only day one. After a few seconds this chap 
found his voice and shouted ‘I don’t answer to Malcolm, my name is ‘Tich’.  Just one of the occasions I 
well and truly placed both feet. 
 
 Then into the workshop; I was gob-smacked, it was like Aladdin’s cave and Santa’s workshop all 
rolled into one. Santa’s little workers were busily making wood disappear in piles of shavings, lathes 
making music in unison with their different pitches and tones; it was a site to see and hear. Tich was 
running around like a demented terrier trying to satisfy the thirst for wood for his band of merry workers. 
They were using that much of his treasured wood store that he had to start charging a modest sum for the 
precious forest gold.  I was properly introduced by Max to Tich who was to be my tutor for the duration 
of my apprenticeship. I don’t know what he was on but before I could have a chat to him he had me at a 
lathe with a set of turning tools and a couple of bits of lime wood. After instruction on safety, regarding 
the lathe and the tools, he demonstrated how to correctly use the tools. Tich then demonstrated how to 
turn perfect beads and coves which was the first exercise in the manual. ‘Demo over, your turn’ Tich said; 
just let me know when you have finished the exercise or if you want some more wood. I stood there 
thinking what on earth am I doing here; for a moment I nearly got the schoolboy jitters again but managed 
to pull myself together before passing out. I had a quick look around, as you do, to see if anyone was 
watching before I made firewood of Tich’s sample bead and cove. To my disappointment his happy 
workers were too busy to even notice me so I got stuck in and tried to copy the samples Tich had done. 
By the end of the day I had completed what was required but instead of perfect beads and coves I ended 
up with profiles which resembled the Brecon Beacons and the valleys of Wales, all different shapes and 
sizes. During the day Max came up to me a few times to see how I was getting on and offering advice and 
he made me feel at ease which was appreciated. I later  made myself known to most of Tich’s merry 
workers but it took them awhile to understand my Geordie accent; don’t know why as I have been a 
native of Bristol since 1960; must be something in the water they drink!. If any Club member has not had 
a day down at the Mill they should give it a try. Where else could you have a full day of 
woodturning/instruction for the cost of a couple of pints and a bag of crisps, the charge being made going 
only towards the running of the workshop(electricity, tea etc)? You will not meet a better bunch of crazy 
woodturners; you might get your leg pulled a bit but they are a cheerful bunch happy to exchange their 
views on any subject under the sun. Don’t take anything they say to heart though, have a laugh and enjoy 
the day. 
 
 Max had not forgotten that I did not have a lathe and in due coarse arranged with Tich for me to 
borrow one from the surplus store. It was a ’Clarke’ twenty four inch between centres lathe in bits with a 
set of turning tools as part of the package. Max told me that I could borrow the lathe as long as I wanted 
until I purchased my own. They bundled the pile of bits in my car and sent me on my way.  
 
 Looking back on that first day at the ‘Mill’ made me appreciate, and I am sure the Club feels the 
same, the value of having Max as a member of our Club. I would even say that if it wasn’t for Max the 
membership of the Club would be greatly reduced. The reason being the use of his workshop and his 
gentle persuasion encouraging anyone he meets to join, or take an interest in wood related activities. I 
also need to mention that without Tich, Max’s right hand man at the ’Mill’, the wheels at the ‘Mill’ would 
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stop or grind slowly on. There comes a lot in a little package with Tich.  He is always there when you 
need him and has a heart of gold, watches you like a hawk and if he sees you in difficulty he is there 
lending you the right tool for the job and if necessary the shirt off his back. He can be a bit intimidating at 
times but when you get to know him he is the person you want beside you when things go wrong. His 
vast knowledge of woodturning techniques and variety of turned items he produces is an inspiration to 
any up and coming woodturner like myself.  If only he would stop telling me to ‘stop talking so much and 
get on and do some turning’ life would be a little more pleasant. 
 
The above has been written to fulfil the request by Max for a short contribution for ‘Turnings’ on my first 
day’s observations at the Mill. When Max asked me during my introductory talk I wasn’t at all willing to 
put pen to paper. After six enjoyable months with the Club I have relented, so Max, this is for you! 
 
HINTS AND TIPS 
 
(From Ray Mellett)  -  I’ve found that the ‘ABRANET’ abrasive sheets stick together (a bit like Velcro) 
and it’s easy to get them mixed up. I punch a hole (using standard paper punch) in one corner, and use a 
“treasury” tag to keep them in order and together.  Makes life easier, as you have always got the full 
range, and don’t have to hunt for that odd one that got mislaid amongst the shavings!! 
 
By Ed:  Something that came into focus recently is how important it is to position the parting tool 
correctly in use, and how vital tool sharpness is.  This came about because I had been asked to make six 
candle holders to a design that involved fitting them into wine bottles dressed with ornamental knotting  
(see photos).  I chose Oak for the job, and cutting down to the 17mm diameter to make ‘the cork’ part of 
     

                       
                                (Example of Bottle ‘dressed’ by Editor) 
the holders involved a lot of parting tool work.  When the cutting angle was correct and the tool was sharp 
the shavings flew and streamed superbly (and the smell of the timber was heady); but you have to keep 
adjusting that angle as you go deeper because the tool can soon adopt a rough scraping mode if you don’t.  
Fairly frequent visits to a grinder were also necessary to keep that cutting edge perfect.  I reserve one of 
my grinding wheels with the tool rest set permanently for parting tools, roughing gouges and some bowl 
gouges so visits were kept to just a few seconds, and the edge and bevel are perfect every time.  I 
mentioned before that one grinder is reserved for skews but I also have one wheel on another set 
permanently for scrapers and another fitted with a jig for fingernail detail on spindle gouges.  The latter 
requires care of course in setting the gouge in the jig perfectly to avoid waste of time and steel.  It may 
sound extravagant to have several grinders but if you look around they can be picked up cheaply, and you 
can be confident of always having a perfect bevel and edge on every tool.  But to reiterate my starting 
point  -  the position of the parting tool in use deserves careful attention! 
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FOR SALE:  Simon Keen has the following  Brand New (Unused) Axminster chuck parts for sale and he 
invites you to contact him direct on 01454 412642 or at Club Night of course:   
 
Axminster deluxe woodturning chuck carrying case   cat £26.63   F/S @ £16.00  
Type “A” dovetail jaws           cat £32.44    F/S @ £21.00 
Set of internal and external jaws    cat £54.31    F/S @ £36.00 
Chuck key       cat £13.42    F/S @ £9.00  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOLLOW -UP TO OCTOBER’s NEWSLETTER  (By Editor) 

 
In that issue I lacked a photograph of George Cole to grace his personal 
profile.  A picture is now to hand and is included here as a catching-up 
effort.  As we have such a large membership, and quite a lot of newer 
members, photographs of members and their work should prove useful as 
we all struggle with the challenge of knowing who’s who.  George is 
usually to be found in the front row, or just behind, on Club nights so why 
not make a point of picking him out for a word about the body of work 
displayed in last month’s issue? 

 
LOOKING AHEAD  (By Editor) 
 
With just over six weeks to go before the end of the year it is worth looking at the monthly themes or 
projects for January and February to make sure we organise ourselves to make time for the turning 
involved.  In January the idea is to make something ‘To fit inside a Baked Bean Can’.  How it will be 
judged if it doesn’t look right in a tin can is something left to your imagination.  Having seen a truly 
brilliant conker made by Ken Crittle I would not be surprised to see him make a beautiful baked bean or 
two, but we must wait and see.  The theme for February is simply ‘Furniture’.  We don’t get many 
opportunities to enter large items so this could be interesting! 
  
OCTOBER’s CLUB NIGHT   (By Editor) 
 
Chairman presented Dennis Croker with his certificate upon highly successful completion of his 
apprenticeship at ‘The Mill’.  Dennis showed an impressive and broad-ranging selection of his work on 
the display table.   
Amongst the announcements was mentioned the fact that the Club now possesses a ‘CAD’ (Computer 
Aided Design) programme.  I look forward to its contribution to this newsletter’s pages!  An explanation 
of how it will be brought into use will be helpful too!  Can someone provide that please?   
Mention was also made of a highly challenging project the Club is taking on.  This is to make a quarter 
size traction engine; an exercise demanding an exceptional degree of precision (See Simon Keen below). 
Finally, chairman spoke of the AWGB’s Youth Training Weekend to be held in April next year (see our 
blue programme cards).  It is to be sponsored by The Worshipful Company of Turners.  There will be five 
tutors, including two from our ranks.  There will be places for ten youngsters between the ages of eleven 
and eighteen.  If we have any potential nominees it is time to start identifying them now! 
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 Theme Project:  Club managers were delighted to see TEN entries of Blocks and Gavels!!  Photographs 
showing these, plus Dennis Coker and his display, fine bowls by Vicky Sander, etc. are shown below: 
 

      
 

      
 
Sadly we lack a report on the very interesting demonstration/talk by Mark Raby but he has sent a very 
helpful thought to Martin Lawrence.  If anyone wishes to order Chestnut products from him at his good 
value prices he can drop them off to Martin during his frequent trips down the M5.  Over to you folks!  
 
EDITOR’s REQUEST  (By Editor believe it or not) 
 
Please provide me with photographs and a few words about unusual items you are asked to make 
by friends, acquaintances and family, or even regular items if you have a pleasing or interesting 
design to show.  My experience is that these requests crop up quite often once people begin to recognise 
that you can ‘turn a bit’.  If I go on showing examples of my experience I may be labelled as an abuser of 
my privileged position, so do help me out please!  The logic behind this is that there should be interest in 
sharing our experiences, and in some cases actual benefit in stimulating imagination. 
 
MODEL ENGINEERING SHOW   By Simon Keen) 
 
The organisers of the Thornbury Model Engineering Show have sent our Club a donation again. They 
have also informed us that they have booked the two halls at the Thornbury leisure centre for August 
2009. So put the following dates in your diary 21# 22# 23#!!  
 
TRACTION ENGINE PROJECT:   Why should you take part?  (By Simon Keen) 

 
The exercise is a learning experience; firstly one will learn how to read an engineering* drawing, then 
how to construct a component accurately!  This is particularly useful if you ever plan to undertake 
commissions in the future.. Some of the components will require jigs to be constructed, problem solving 
and forward planning. There will be a need to work as a team; this hopefully will help greatly improve 
skills and experience.    In the near future we hope to take some photographs of a finished engine to help 
in understanding the relationship of the relevant parts. 
 
* Help is at hand.  The drawings for the Traction Engine are “engineering drawings” so any club member 
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who wishes to take part must know how to read the drawing before they start work. Engineering drawings 
have traditionally been drawn in either First or Third angle projection. The drawings are made up of a 
“front elevation” an “end elevation” and a “plan”.  Many of the components we will be making will be 
from scratch rather than from castings, so the understanding of sections in one or more planes along a 
centre line also has to be mastered. The engine when finished should be a testament to our skill, so to this 
end where we should make those parts that are meant to move, or be hollow, meet the drawing 
specification.  
This attention to detail will also mean that even when individual parts are finished they can be put on 
display at shows where I am sure they will attract admiration. 
 
FIELD UPDATE: OCT  08   (By Simon Keen) 

 
With the fine weather John and I have been carrying out some 
weeding around the trees. This is really just pulling back the long 
grass to an area of about a meter; remember we have over a thousand 
trees to clear then mulch. At the end of November we intend to plant 
some fruit trees; these will be old Gloucestershire varieties that will in time produce 

fruit for us but more importantly increase the diversity of wild life.   
 
One of the disadvantages of working locally is that there is always someone passing through who wants 
to talk.  I had one gentleman who asked “had I seen his daughter’s chickens?”  I suggested he ask the 
local fox!  (Ho,ho says Ed; that’s not bad.)  On Friday 17 October we had to stop every few minutes to 
watch as a Spitfire and the Euro Fighter flew overhead. 
 
We were delighted to have a visit from the Hawk and Owl Trust who propose to put up Barn Owl and 
Tawny Owl nest boxes in our woodland.  Both of these species are found in our area.   
 
By the time you read this John and I will have taken part in a talk show on Thornbury Radio!   This 
is a community project run by volunteers. 
 
On Saturday 25 Oct Paul Brooks came out to buy some oak and yew.  The stocks of yew have been 
replenished with a couple of tons we picked up from a farm in Cromhall. with the help of Doug Alderton 
and Stuart Bradfield. 
 
CONCLUSION  (By Editor) 
 
So here we are with the last issue for this year!  A few further oddments will have to go unsaid but that is 
no matter.  It simply remains for me to add my Christmas Greetings to all readers in addition to those 
expressed by Chairman above; and here’s looking forward to your many contributions in 2009!   

 
 Website:www.avon-and-bristol-woodturners.org.uk 

Email:  messages@avon-and-bristol-woodturners.org.uk 
 

Editor:  Vernon Hughes 
             ”Si-Rusa” 6 Little Sands Yatton Keynell Chippenham Wilts SN14 7BA 
 
             Tel: 01249 782971 
�

Avon and Bristol Woodturners gratefully acknowledge the support of Magnox 
North (Oldbury Power Station) for the printing of ‘ Turnings’!! 

 


