Avon & Bristol Woodturners
(Honorary Life President - Max Carey)

Affiliated to the Association of Woodturners of @teBritain

CONTRIBUTIONS TO ‘TURNINGS’ ARE ACCEPTED IN GOOD HAAH BUT THE INCLUSION OF INDIVIDUALS’
VIEWS AND COMMENTS DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT BY THAVON & BRISTOL BRANCH

OCTOBER 2008

INTRODUCTION  (By Editor)

Simon K has come up trumps with a good report erMlbdel Engineering Exhibition at Thornbury. He
had prepared it in time for September’s issuedoetto a PC glitch at his end it did not hit myldes
time. One hawk-eyed reader noticed that | omittemlphotos last month, so | include them this time
with a couple more thoughts about indexing.

Members’ Personal Profiles:One of the main benefits of belonging to any diibaving the
opportunity to share an enthusiasm with other iikaded folk. In a club as large as ours thoug, an
given the demands placed on our time by moderndééing close enough to other members to
experience that sharing feeling is not so easyicpdarly for those who, like me, cannot join irettwice-
a-week jamborees down at ‘The Mill'. Personal pesfcan help us to gain a deeper insight into the
make-up of our membership, and give us the oppibyttmsee and ‘hear’ what some of the other guys
and gals are up to, and to learn about their pafgaming philosophies. In terms of Club spihistcan
surely be no bad thing.

The first profile in what | trust will be an intesting new series appears further on in this issum.pe it
will encourage a steady stream of other members follow in George Cole’s footsteps. Please don’t
just leave it to others!! Give it some serious thayht, and work out what your contribution can be!!
We are all different, and have different angles anexperiences so the subject to concentrate on is
yourself and your own turning story, whether it belong or short, low key or high profile. | will
nudge a few of you (if | can get near enough), butith all the growth and change in membership
there are many of you who | have not got to know wie(or at all) so please feel free to make the fits
move. As will be seen in George’s case, some plgptphs can add lustre to your contribution, and
a snapshot of yourself would help in the ‘gettingg-know-you’ stakes. Photos can be hard copy or
sent by E-mail; | have scanning and editing capahty. Words can be ‘whatever’; and for those
who don't like writing don’t worry! Get in touch, and my pal Vernon will help to ‘weasel’ out the
story. Your editor knows only too well that A & B members are famous for their reserve and
reticence. Please lift the bushel far enough forauto see the light that hides and shines beneath it

You will see that there iso Chairman’s Piece this month and no word from Thi. Mihere was no time
to check before the printer’'s deadline arrivedgmrhaps the fairly early date for the monthly megetias
taken the authors by surprisi.is worth highlighting here that my Editor's sensibledeadline is the



Friday before the next meeting, although | can sonignes accept contributions as late as the
Saturday night but that is cutting it too fine to rely on. | like to get the finished document to Sion
Barnard during Monday night to give him adequate piinting time. We are fortunate that he only
needs two or three days to get it through his syste

ANNOUNCEMENT REMINDER  (By Editor on his own initiative believing thatelfCommittee would so wish)

This is about the Mark Hancock day at ‘The Mill' wednesdayYES WEDNESDAY) 29th October.
Usual arrangements apply. Arrive by say 9.15 dnng a packed lunch and warm clothing, plus the
ability to pay the entrance fee.

THE THORNBURY REPORT (From Simon Keen)

The Model Engineering Show was as good as eveistand came close to being voted best in show, the
judges visited it three times trying to make ugrth@nds, but sadly we lost out. There is obviously
need to do some fine tuning.

This show has become an annual event in our Ceadéndar and a dress rehearsal for Westernbirt.
There is a need to have the gallery pieces readyrearlier, not only to help the organisers bugrisure
they can get the balance of different types aneésgnd height of work just right.

The Model Engineering show is very much an oppatyufar our Club to publicise itself to a wider
audience; one family who visited our stand wasgoréssed that they came to Westernbirt. The fatt th
we do not sell work does not mean it has a negaffeet on the Club’s coffers. The Society of Model
Engineers who run the exhibition have in the pastiena donation to our Club. The benefit of the
rehearsal means that both the logistical and ptaemal problems can be fine-tuned. All the galler
exhibits can be gathered together boxed ready fest¥vnbirt; this in itself takes some of the burdén
the Westernbirt organisers.

At nearly every show | attend there is someone mdexl help. At the Model Engineering Show it was an
exhibitor who was building a model of the TSR2. & been unable to find anyone to carry out
accurate woodturning. He needed someone to maieeato exact dimensions to form a mould for the
plane’s nose cone. The challenge of making an bthatis perfect to within tenths of a millimetnth
exact angles and imperfection-free on its surfag@mething we should all do from time to time. It
really focuses the mind!

The Festival of Wood bought a job from the “Toy Me&X tent. | had to drill out holes in flappy dgck
feet. No | don’'t know what they are either; allidw is that there were twenty discs with a rubber
webbed foot attached.

Every year at the exhibitions | attend one finds gheatest benefit is the sharing of informatiorhis

can be from the public or Club members. The relaatetbsphere allows you to take the time to exgain
technique or demonstrate a jig you have made gulgisolve a problem another Club member is
experiencing.

The treadle lathe and the ornamental turning wépgeat interest to the public.

CHUCK REMOVAL UPDATE _ (By Vernon Hughes)

Many thanks to those who gave advice and to thewtwo provided useful materials to prevent
recurrence!! *All my worries Lord, should now beev’.



WESTONBIRT POSTSCRIPT - THE WONDERFUL WAILING WHI_STLE (ByEd)

There’s a bit of a delay on this one, but let'stsah the beginning. I'm told that a chap walkatbiour
marquee at Westonbirt to show-and-blow a whistkh witerrific ‘Orange-Blossom-Special’ sound.
George King took an interest and brought two ofrthie the September Club night, but I'm afraid that
did not get close to them on the night to see Hwy aire made and to take a photograph. Fortunately
George followed up by sending drawings and makimsgrictions to Martin Lawrence who Emailed them
to me for inclusion in “Turnings’. Very late indglday | found that there is a glitch in the ‘PClisbigeak
unto PC’ department and it was too late to gedritesl in time for this issue. We are going to takeok

at the problem at the October meeting and | hopeha# be able to print the details in Novembedidl
hear the sound once from a distance and it madéiniethat any number of our woodworkers will be
interested in making one, or some, of these inimguaevices.

PROFILE OF A MEMBER - GEORGE COLE

(Intro by Ed: We have not featured individual piexf for some considerable time, but | hope novwuto
a series of these up to the time | step down (spkeation elsewhere in this issuegeorgewrites:

‘| first became interested in woodturning in 1998am my grandson who was 14 years old was doing a
paper round at the time. He came home one dagaddwhy don’t you buy a lathe Gramp as there is a
man on my round who does woodturning for a living®ell, having been interested in all forms of
woodwork for years, | responded by asking if | boug lathe would he like to learn how to use itfob

his assurance that he would, and having clear@é@esn my garage, | bought a lathe from ‘Machine
Mart’ for £119. After a few goes he got tired pfds boys do, and the lathe was lying idle, bt day |
thought | would ‘have a go’ myself. After makingalling pin and a few candlesticks | got the fagli

that this was quite interesting.

At about that point | happened to see an adverY fodles, so off we went, the wife and I. While
walking around watching the demos my wife bookedimfer a course on woodcarving, and | had to
explain as diplomatically as a man can in suchuairstances, that it was woodturning that | wantByl.
great good luck this dialogue was overheard byag atho invited me to go along to his club at ‘The
Huntsman’ to see if | liked it. As you can gudsdid like it, so | joined and upgraded to a ‘RetaCL3
lathe. The restis history......................

(By Ed yet again if you will allow me: The produwdtsome of that history is depicted in the follogi

five shots of George’s work, dimensions of the gdmeing shown in brackets beneath each photograph.
You will see that he specialises in segmented Wddsed and open) and in decoration. He works to a
high standard of design and finish. He is a modpset man who does not seek the limelight, bud wh
observes and absorbs mucénd plays his valuable part in the Club’s affeiydringing such examples
of his work to our Club night table from time tong. | wonder how many members realised on Club
nights that this accumulation of ‘Show-without{Teieces was attributable to that one man, George?
Although | am not part of ‘the management’ I'm stirat the Club managers will be more than happy if
say thanks on their behalf for your solid suppéthe Club George; and from me as Editor, thanky ve
much for taking the time and trouble to providesthiticle and the photos! | need just one more
photograph now please; a mug-shot of your nobfeséhclude in next month’s issue.)



Wi

L Dot
by

o
:"‘.‘
',:'.\l' %
W

2;:*"‘:;53 N

Tt )

1 Pt Pt

o ;‘;,::t%:".’; -'-:‘.f

= %Rk SR

- cxee v

- g -

G XA, ¥

SOt o

:"" ‘i.:.ﬂ. ¥y -i'.*'

""‘ %- '“!ﬁ. “.. -

. 4 R A LS S
(72X 2% ) (9 X4)

| apologise for not organising a photograph of @eo that you can all recognise him, go and coenpar
notes with him and deepen your knowledge of thé Cluwill catch up on that essential detail next

month all being well.

HINTS AND TIPS

From Simon Keen - Ref an article in Woodturnirigis cheaper to learn how to master a skill tt@an
buy an expensive tool to do it for you.

More on the Fuming of Oak (picked up by Ed at tlweoDer North Wilts meeting). The demonstrator
was Michael Rigby who showed us expertly his metbbiohaking Christmas figuresit the start of the
meeting, however, he set up a fuming demo which achieveertect result in about 2 to 2% hours! Into
a cardboard carton (say 18 X 15 X 15 inches) heepldhree shallow plastic jam jar lids, each fiNeith
‘household ammonia’, although that was an ‘overgiliantity used simply to guarantee a good result b
evening’s end.



Above these he suspended or balanced severakpéonhite’ oak in such a way that there was
— kW minimal contact between the supports and the piecesod. The
box was then sealed with masking tape. When itreraspened
towards the end of the meeting the oak was a behutoney-
coloured gold/brown. He told us that penetrati@s wufficient to
permit light sanding of the surface (but not plapinHe also
. displayed a slope in fumed Oak (see photograpmadth my shot
' does not quite do full justice to the colour). th€ important points
are that sapwood does not change colour and dlketirmust be
completely clean and free of sweat, finger/thumhbtgy glue, oil, etc.
Once fumed though the timber can be polished to kieart’'s content.
He once achieved perfect matching of a replaceseaiton in a beam dating from 1650 by fuming the
new insert overnight. ‘Household ammonia’ can tarsed by that name from good hardware stores and
similar, but probably not from the big DIY shops.

A further point on DIY stain-making is that steed@ is now made fromstainlesssteel which does not
react with vinegar when left to soak therein. Rumtils are therefore the best bet and shouldfbale
soak for at least a week.

Making Dowels (also demonstrated by Michael RighyHe got a blacksmith to provide a seriously
heavy piece of steel plate about 10ng by 4 wide and say thick with holes of various pre-
determined sizes drilled in it. The drilling presdeaves small burrs on both sides, and thesddsheu
preserved indefinitely. Pieces of wood suitabledimwel making can be prepared roughly to sizehen t
bandsaw and have their corners taken off with amgarhisel. They are then hammered through ainhole
the plate of selected size to produce perfectijnént dowels or plugs. NB though! The hammer must
never contact the burred steel plate, so the filtals are delivered to a peg of smaller diametaced in
contact with the new dowel which is then driven coinpletely. He uses these precision dowels in his
Christmas decorations but thought they would beengenerally useful in decorative work.

INDEXING, etc (By Vernon H)

Portrayed here is the photograph omitted last msintiwving my rather crude indexing post and some
examples of one type of decoration for which indgxis useful. It is fixed in position by jammingsaip



screwed to the underside of the base plate betthedmefty 90mm, square section, bed bars. Actually,
the post at the headstock end is the easy bihlediang an accurate system of positioning fordh#ing
process is more of a challenge. In fact | haveotdfess that | have always succeeded hitherto rkinga
out accurately by measurement, and by drillinglatiie. It was for ever seeing those unused indexin
rings that drove me to jig making. | shall be mpleased if | can make a spindle steady that really
works.

Whilst catching up on past-mentioned things | idelun an available space here a photo of theld#g
pastry tin that serves as a mould for melted haadew. The bowl featured alongside it was quite big
(more than 12 diameter) so you have to allow for dis-proportionthis method of presenting
photographs.

UPDATE ON ‘THE FIELD’ (By Simon Keen)

Those of you who have visited our field will hawees the new log stack. We are converting muchef th
wood into firewood, some of which has been stolMmw that | am retired | cycle along to the fieldthwvi
my splitting maul in the basket of my old bike, mayalways thought that my ability to split logs svidne
equal of anyone. The next time | visited the fitd pile of split logs had trebled and | came ® th
conclusion that John must be super-human. Thiswvakl found out his secret!

There is a pile of uncut logs, for those who atergsted, including: - Oak, Hazel, Holly, False éiea
Cherry, Apple, Hawthorn, Yew and Poplar.

John and | are planning the next area in the wodxtcoppiced so if anyone would like a day in the
wood bring a bow saw and the desire to work hawi be cutting out mainly Hazel. There are a
couple of hung-up Ash trees to be winched outfdusafety reasons these we will removed when there
iS no one around.

We were asked to give another talk on wewwood. This time it was to the Severnvale Smatibod’
Association. The evening was part of their AGM wihieas finished off with copious quantities of wine,



English cheese, French bread and fruit. | amugirsed they have no difficulty in finding membéos
take up the positions of club officials!

We invited a professional chain saw instructor glamthe field to discus the possibility of settung a
nationally recognised course for Woodturners whealgin saws. (By Ed: and the answer was???......)

AN OFFER YOU CAN'T REFUSE!! (Report by Editor from a statement by Chairmast taonth)

Members who bring in a piece of work for the monthy project or ‘Show & Tell' FOR THE FIRST
TIME will be rewarded with a free raffle ticket on the night!!

CONCLUDING SNIPPETS (From Editor)

1. Is the Craft of Turning in Decline? That is the question posed by Editor of ‘Woodturnirg’
magazine (Mark Baker) in the DecemberyesDecember!) issu. No doubt your pens are
already burning the pages with your impassioned rgmonses. Please do share your views
with the rest of us through these columns. | careg some clouds on our horizon but can’t
yet tell whether they are thick, light, silver-lined, or whatever. | can identify a number of
related influences and feel an article of some sutasice coming out of the question. If space
permits next month I'll put pen to paper then. But | hope you won't say ‘that’s all right
then; I'll leave it to him.” This is a subject for all of us to take an interesin.

2. J.B. Priestley wrote of Wells Cathedral: “The wanoney-coloured stones have the trick of
keeping the lost sunlight of centuries glimmerimpgo them”. If you stretch the imagination just
a little you could substitute the name of the wgod are turning to replace ‘stones’ to create a
sense of vision about the worth of your turningsrduture ages, espemally if you work in Yew or
Fumed Oak. Well you could, couldn’tyou.................ccooienne

A VERY LATE POSTSCRIPT (By Editor)

George King got this to me at the very last miradd have ‘shoved it in’ (pardon the expressiorthaut
further ado or amendment to my earlier piece abd¥e has also provided a photograph of a whistle he
has made from a piece of Redwood railway sleeper ljelow).
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Website:www.avon-and-bristol-woodturners.org.uk
Email: messages@avon-and-bristol-woodturners.kbrg.u

Editor: Vernon Hughes
"Si-Rusa” 6 Little Sands Yatton Keyin@hippenham Wilts SN14 7BA

Tel: 01249 782971

Avon and Bristol Woodturners gratefully acknowledgethe support of Magnox
North (Oldbury Power Station) for the printing of * Turnings'!!




