Avon & Bristol Woodturners
(Honorary Life President - Max Carey)

Affiliated to the Association of Woodturners of @taritain

CONTRIBUTIONS TO ‘TURNINGS’ ARE ACCEPTED IN GOOD AAH BUT THE INCLUSION OF INDIVIDUALS’
VIEWS AND COMMENTS DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT BY THAVON & BRISTOL BRANCH

JUNE 2008
INTRODUCTION  (By Editor)

| paid the visit to professional turner and formeember Dick Mather's home and workshop forecast a
couple of issues ago, and the results of that f@aiure in this issue. Dick has also offeredGhe a

box of old issues of four woodturning/woodworkinggazines. | picked them up at the same time and
will discuss with Chairman and Gaffer whether tsguld go to The Mill or be distributed in some way

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!!

Everyone please note that there will be N@lub Night meeting in August!!! This is due solely to
the exceptionally early timing of the late August Bnk holiday this year, over which dates the
‘Festival of the Tree’ is held at Westonbirt. The normal Club night date just happens to be the
setting-up day at the festival.

MUSINGS FROM THE MILL _ (By ‘The Gaffer)

It's always a problem to know where to start! Bate goes!Surprise, Surprise!! In walked Ray
Mellett at lunchtime a couple of Wednesdays ago! li&, bearded, upfront and keen as ever!
There’s just one problem. None of his clothes fibwWe're thinking about having a ‘Lob-in’ to buy
him some loud braces to save him buying a completewardrobe.

A big welcome is extended to two very promising maembers - Mike Openshaw and Ellis Miles.
Both arrived on a Tuesday a couple of weeks age.h¥d the introductory chat in the office but on
going out to the main shop found that that paréicdlay’s attendance was twenty one. The facilig w
under strain, perhaps for the first time in 8% gearhe problem was compounded by the on-going lath
maintenance programme under which two lathes warefaaction at the time, and by the fact thatd ha
loaned Ken Crittle my small M330 for him to demoag at the recent Bath and West Show on the
National Trust stand. He tells me it was a greatess and a credit to our Club. His work, alofty w
Mary Ashton’s, is featured in this quarter’s ‘Rewiobns’.

This month the long-awaited training session ai<lBagles’ workshop for Tich proved very worthwhile
Mill students will now benefit from his experientteere.

The monthly work party, now headed by Ken Dollipgpgressed with a marked improvement in many
areas. After lunch is ‘Pick-a-Peg’ items time.eTesult was somewhat disappointing, but lateabn,
home, Doug Alderton produced a substantial quaonfityoods using one of our loan lathé$e’s only
been with us for six weeks or so but has shouldereohd addressed all our electronics problems!
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Lots of other newsy bits have been going on, Bus&ve more column inches on this occasion.
Usual Kind Regards.........................Max

(Footnote by Ed: I'm not sure if I'm supposed to wite this but Max happened to mention that this
is his 99" ‘Musings’!! Let's all stand by to cheer his centuy!! Time and again his innings have
saved the day for his Club).

THE VISIT TO DICK MATHER'’S _ (By Editor)

There were two reasons for the visit. As explaisederal issues back there was an exceptional pfece

work to see and photograph, and it was an oppayttmreveal for the interest of members the treasu
chest of a master turner’s studio and give a glemgdighe workshop.
There is also a connection with the very deseremayity CLIC (Cancer
and Leukaemia in Children) that | will explain aftee ‘turning bits’.

The special project was an intricate, and bealtifabde, jewel box that
Dick had ‘conceived’ for his wife and which had heeade using his
turning skill in association with a master cabimetker and two
engineering companies. The finished piece, in Rg@ycamore and
English Walnut is shown in the first photographickddiscussed his
concept with the cabinet maker (Martin Lane of Aclarville), and he
says that they ‘hammered out’ the design detaiarti then produced a
first drawing in pencil which Dick’s son Robin tislated to a computer

drawing with dimensions accurate fanm (note the decimal point!).
(Photograph 1 by Vernon Hughes)

The following three photographs reveal the intricatthe design, some particulars of which are:

There are eight identical turned circular traysaktling on hinged supports in stainless stdehilllalso
be seen that removal of the finialled lid reveals thore storage positions. It is of particularenthtat the
trays ardaminatesof the above mentioned timbers. Their making deied intense concentration and
the utmost care in execution. The working methmblived mounting the blanks still in square section
screwed to a wooden faceplate, turning the indidgsand then reversing onto a tapered plug.

The tray supports were manufactured in 4mm stasrde=el by water jet cutting at ‘Blades’ of Bumpers
Farm Industrial Estate, Chippenham. Dick saystt@thinge posts made by GP Engineering Company
involve ‘bread and butter type’ engineering woilhe components are stainless steel tubing witlersilv
steel spindles (which can be withdrawn) and PTFEhbs. Some soldering was also employed.

The cabinet making by Martin Lane is of the highmsdsible order. He has ‘Guild Marks’ (that's what
my jottings show) from the Worshipful Company ofrkiture Makers and has won their annual prize.
Dick says he likes to think that at the momenthaft taward Martin could be said to be the pre-entinen
cabinet maker in the country. He relied upon Mueitr the overall finishing and it is incomparablahd
one final point on his skill; it will be observeldat the doors include coopering which in turn reggii
precision in forming angled edges. Martin optedhape those using a hand plane rather than a meAchi

So there we are; mission accomplished and | hapeeitults catch the interest of members. | shadtd
that | took a number of photographs in the galkngdio/storeroom (call it what you will) and witickle
a selection from them into ‘Turnings’ as opportyruatfers.



(Three photographs by Vernon Hughes showing intelétail - see above)

THE ‘CLIC’ CONNECTION - All except the most recently joined members witak that last
year, as usual, Debbie and Dick Mather publicised@ urnings’ the annual ‘Christmas’ Craft Show
which they organise and host in aid of CLIC attheral home at Upper Wraxall. This year will be n
exception. For a small entrance fee you receiglass of mulled wine and have the opportunity tiklo
over a range of crafts and maybe purchase a Classpmesent or two. However, there’s more! Itlcan
arranged that members of the A & B Branch haveotiportunity to enter Dick’s workshop and studio
and soak up the glory of some of his individuatistork. A little patience may be needed becaus& Di
has other organisational functions to perform kautil divert to the workshop when opportunity ae
Upper Wraxall is just off the A420 as you approélodlieve it or not) ‘The Shoe’. It's an easy, [gaat
drive out into the country; just right for a sh@tint in the car.

CLIC must count as a member of the top league in @gerving charities! Critical illness in a child is
a most harrowing experience for those families affged, so a little generosity in CLIC’s direction is

money well donated. (This has just been brought home to me by the vemgecent death due to Leukaemia of a
neighbour’s fourteen year old son).

HINTS AND TIPS (FROM VARIOUS SOURCES)

‘Fumed Oak’ - Oak ‘in the white’ can beleasinglydarkened almost overnight fyming. The longer

it is fumed the darker it will become, within lirsit The active agent is ammonia, and fuming usdxeto
achieved by leaving completed (but ‘unfinished’kd@ms placed strategically in cowsheds, whereshug
volumes of ammonia rise naturally from cattle urinreuming does not darken timbers in general; it is
Oak, excluding its sapwood, that reacts (? dubaddnnin content). So, how can we non-farm-owders
our fuming? Ammonia can be sourced so it is uydo to obtain it as best you can. Place your Oak
items in an airtight container on a frame made )(®dyfine pointed nails sticking upwards after lgein
driven through a piece of thin timber, and positmmtainers of liquid ammonia underneath the work
spaced according to the size of the items to beftun©Only small quantities of ammonia are needée. T
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nail points are an example of how to suspend th&kwad reduce to the minimum the areas that the
ammonia cannot reach. The pieces to be fumed dghmrilwiped over to remove fingerprints, etc.,
because the fuming process would highlight theNot€: This information was provided in a talk oazer
few minutes given by a member of the North Wilt®@r at their June meeting. He also reminded us tha
old steel wool kept in vinegar for a week or soduwes a very good dye. He is going to demonstrate
these things later in the year. Another membeppdpp to say that the chemicals used to bringhmut
desired colour in Hydrangeas also work as wood.dyes sure he did not imply that the dyes would be
either pink or blue, so there’s room for experinagion there..

Bandsdaw Blade Lubrication - NEVER use WATER as a lubricant on bandsaw bladegeWs not a
lubricant and is the wrong thing to use for margsmns. It rusts the blade, causing deep pitting) aés0
causes chip swelling, prematurely destroying theyhaf the blade and stressing the gullets, andatsm
rot your tyres and V-Belts.

For proper lubrication, mix HIGH ADHESION CHAIN SAWAR OIL with 50% kerosene or diesel
fuel. {WARNING: do NOT use fuels /flammable liquidighter than these due to the risk of fire}. Apply
the solution with a spray bottle to BOTH sideshs# band about once every four minutes while the
machine is running. When this lubrication is apglithe sound of cutting decreases by about 50%. DO
NOT APPLY AGAIN until the sound of cutting startscreasing. You will be amazed! Longer life, no
pitch build up, no rusted or pitted blades. A godetivery system is the 12volt windscreen

washer assembly out of an old car.

An alternative for smaller bands (3/4" and narrgviespray-on vegetable shortening. Spray this on
under the table for 2 to 3 seconds whilst the bamdnning. Let it dry for 30 seconds and you \uilar a
50% sound reduction when cutting. Do not applyiragatil the sound level increases.

In both cases, lubrication of the body of the bead increase band life by over 30%. APPLIED
SPARINGLY, you can cut grade lumber with no stagnia your product.”

‘This came to me with a supply of blades from BEBRGE’ saysDave Ward who sent it in.

$%& "% ($%& #%(( )
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COMMISSIONS (By Hon Secretary John Wilson-Smith)

Through our website we regularly attract people wtelooking for one-off commissions. | have
attempted to spread these around a bit, but itavbeleasier for me if | had an idea of those member
interested in taking on challenges. So if you ddet me know what sort of commissions you feel
comfortable with (pens, bowls, platters, spindlekyetc) and what is the maximum size that you can
deal with, it would help. Either speak to me oradl John Wilson-Smithgllenjohn@tiscali.co.uk




WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF TURNERS COMPETITION 2008 (By Brian Oram)

Club members would have seen in the ‘Revolutiomfirbary 2008 issue the announcement of the
Turners’ Company biennial competitions. Ken Geieihd | both decided to ‘have a go’ and we managed
to get our pieces ready in time for tH& Bine date of the competition.

There were, effectively, ten competitions with riesions on three, which were for members of ‘STO.
(which | assume is Society of Ornamental Turnensl) tavo junior competitions for under 18 year olds.
As | don’t qualify under either of those conditiphsvas limited to the other five. | chose theiké&levy
competition which is ‘freestyle’ and, basically yémng goes as long as it has a significant turning
content. Ken chose the Open Competition for a Gave Block. We neither of us had any expectation
of winning any prizes and, to that extent, weredisappointed by the outcome.

Ken’s class had nine entries and all the prizes weetblack’ entries, so Ken’s Purpleheart gavelsinu
have come fourth. (Photo attached.). Using a rmcagter-gun approach, | put in three entries, kwhic
ought to have lessened the odds for me, and theseeam elephant, an inlaid bowl and a laminated egg
timer. Again, not a large entry for this competiti SO mine must have come fourth, fifth or sixthhe
list!!! (Photo of the entries are shown below.)

What | thought was disappointing was how few esttiere were in total. | did not at the time count
them all but, working through my photos of all théles, | don’t think there can have been more 8tan
entries in total. Two years ago there were mansertitan that.

Although my impression of the winners was thatrttegority were, in fact, professional woodturnerss t
IS an open competition and many of our members bHike necessary skills to submit an entry or
entries. There is no entry fee and there is rermmédiate judging stage — all you need is confiddonc
conceit) to think that your work is good enouglsttomit. So, put it in the Club diary for 2010! ils a
major AWGB event and with Bristol's heavy weightiog the AWGB committee, we ought to go more.

(All photographs by Brian Oram)

(Footnote by Editor: At the early June meetinghaf North Wilts Group Brian gave a most interesting
account of the Competition and showed us his vetgittd drawing fothe elephant)which took 15
hours to prepare. He spent 142 hours making tasthe

DECORATION, etc. ON TURNING (By Editor)

In my recent article about the unusual request nhgday village branch of the W1, | said that a
photograph of the finished piece would be incluohe@urnings’ once the pyrographic engraving had
been done. Two photographs are now included, ack ef front and underside. The Bowl was raffled
and raised £34 so their outlay of £5 was turnegbtmd advantage. The main reason for showing these
photos is to demonstrate for those who have yet/tib the effect that can be achieved using thanimg



(Photos by Vernon Hughes - That on the left néed® rotated slightly to the right but the ‘39directly below ‘WI’).

method of applying lettering. Those blessed wittegree of artistic talent could improve on my eath
ordinary standard of course, but at least | cartlsatyhaving made quite a few engraved items as
presents, etc. over the years, they have all beeuigely very well received. So, there’s a tipyou if
you want to create something individualistic faettive, friend, organisation, etc! And if anyomas
questions to ask about the ways and means thgblbgnproblems that may be encountered, etc., then
shall be happy to respond, on the understanding #ra not an artist but just a bloke with a pyenp

MAX’'s DECORATED TURNINGS (By Editor) These were seen by those attending the AGM but as |
missed the meeting Max kindly agreed to bring eegs in again for my personal viewing (see photo)

CONCLUSION (By Editor) | think I'll draw stumps here'Six sides’ is shorter than sometimes tmat
couple of oddments remaining are not crucial amdveait. | can remind you that Chairman is away;
hence the gap that he would normally have filled.

Website:www.avon-and-bristol-woodturners.org.uk
Email: messages@avon-and-bristol-woodturners.krg.u

Editor: Vernon Hughes

Avon and Bristol Woodturners gratefully acknowledgethe support of Magnox
North (Oldbury Power Station) for the printing of * Turnings’!!




