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OCTOBER  2007 

INTRODUCTION ����������	
��
�
It was a great shame that the printer used for ‘Turnings’ last month proved to be on its last legs, but I 
understand that it has since been replaced.  The poor photo and colour quality means that the jury is still 
out to some extent on how far we go in the use of colour.  Photographs will be a cornerstone of  future 
issues of course; but for text, black on white takes some beating for legibility and reliable  transmission of 
information.   It is also the case that the clarity of bright colours seen by the editor on screen is not 
necessarily repeated on the printed page.  There were instances of this last month.  Nevertheless, one 
keeps an open and enthusiastic mind with the object of optimising the use of colour! 
 
Simon B regrets that he had to call for this month’s ‘Turnings’ to be completed early due to his diary 
commitments, but says that this will not be a frequent occurrence.  (At Oldbury, of course, we do not have 
a stand-in when he is not available) but the move to colour was such an attractive proposition that we had 
to grasp it with both hands.  How fortunate that Simon was able to set up the arrangement for us!!  I am 
also grateful to him for a quick tutorial after last month’s Club night in which he revealed on his laptop 
some useful editing tools that were previously unknown to me.  Inter alia, that has resolved the business 
of how to get photographs to the right (efficient) size for transmission and printing. 
 
There have been a few enquiries from Club members on where I am in respect of broadband, so I will 
explain.  I am with ‘Talk Talk’ for my telephone account which is very efficient and economic, and 
includes line provision (taken over from BT).  I am staying with them in order to obtain broadband free of 
charge as soon as it becomes available in my area.  This is delayed because the local exchange here has 
still not been ‘unbundled’ by BT.  It was in the 20% of exchanges not unbundled initially, and although 
the process of unbundling is making headway in the North Wilts area, it has still not reached my village 
fastness.  Talk Talk will buy broadband from BT for individual customers for £15 per month, but like 
others here I am hanging on as a dial-up user in the hope that it will not be too long before unbundling 
reaches this neck of the woods.   I hope this clears the mist for those who were kind enough to ask. 
 

Jottings from the Chairman’s Workshop 
It only seems like last week that I was writing the September Jottings; well actually we have had to 
complete the October Turnings one week earlier than normal, so this jottings is very small. 
 
I understand from Max that Vicky Sander will be leaving us very soon.  Vicky is off to India to teach 
English to underprivileged children on a six-month contract, Vicky has in the short time that see has been 
a member of our Club, been a great example of the true Club member and we will all miss her and I know 
that you will all wish her a safe and fulfilling time in India.  We will look forward to her return and 
joining us once again. 
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Please do not forget the Mike Darlow weekend on the 27th-28th October at The Mill starting at 09.45hrs!! 
 
Well that’s all for this month……………………..Best Regards………………………..Derek 
 
CAN ANYONE HELP PLEASE? �������
��

���������
�
I am on a quest to find a copy of the magazine issued by ‘Craft Supplies’ in August 1984 titled ‘THE 
WOODTURNER’ VOL 3. 
One of the contributors is retiring and would like the above issue because it contains an article by him.  
Sadly, he lent out his copy of that issue and it was never returned!  I’ve tried ‘Craft Supplies’ without 
success so it would give me a tremendous boost if a member could come up with the goods or point me in 
the right direction.  Fingers crossed………………………..!!! 
 
MUSINGS FROM THE MILL  
 
Unfortunately, we have fallen foul of the postal strike.  Max had faithfully completed his comprehensive 
and detailed piece but it did not get through the postal workers defences.  We had a long chat by ‘phone 
though and agreed that I would endeavour to create a report from jottings on just the main points while 
we spoke.  ‘Ere tizz, hoping I’ve got it right (well near enough anyway): 
 
Firstly, hefty thanks are extended to the working party members who turned out for the very successful 
major maintenance day.  Two lathes are out of action at present, requiring higher level maintenance work.  
They are even thinking that they may need another lathe or two due to the high attendances at The Mill. 
 
‘Journeymen’  -  Chairman has explained above that Vicky Sander has responded to a call to higher duties 
in India.  She will be missed not only for her general contribution to Club affairs, but in particular as 
controller i/c the ‘Journeymen’ programme.  The task of finding a replacement is under way.  I think Max 
said that the first Wednesday in November is the next key date (but those interested should double 
check with him!  Take-up of places is very good! 
 
Ancillary Equipment:  The Club has invested in some new grinding equipment.  (This is where rapid 
jottings can let you down)………..I scribbled the names ‘Record’ and ‘Robert Sorby’ and believe that the 
main unit is from ‘Record’ and that it is supplemented by a ‘Sorby’ universal system.  This adds to the 
existing ‘Tormek’ and general purpose grinding facilities. 
 
Compliments are due to Ralph Tilbrook for his truly excellent session on vacuum chuck-making and use. 
 
‘Pick a Peg’  -  Dedicated shelving has been constructed to hold the weekly production (from whatever 
quarter) of items for the next occasion of use. 
 
The link with the ‘Harris’ family continues most pleasingly, providing two new recruits to the Club. 
These are son-in-law Adrian Ralfs and grandson Curtis aged 14.  They have already attended their first 
Saturday session at The Mill, and it is evident that Derek’s tools have passed into good hands.  Four more 
new members attended at the same time. 
 
Charity status is to be pursued, and initial research into requirements has already begun.  A working-
lunch group has been formed to take the project forward, comprising Max, Stuart Bradfield, Dave Ward 
and Ray Mellett.  (By Ed:  What an admirable effort by good guys whose time is already heavily 
committed to the Club’s affairs and wellbeing!!  There are countless details to be covered, paperwork and 
administrative tasks to be undertaken, etc., etc.    
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Mike Darlow Weekend 27/28  O)ctober  - NB!!  Helpers are needed on the Friday (26th) 
please to assist in getting The Mill ready for the event!!! 
 
CHILDREN IN NEED APPEAL  -  AN URGENT TRAWL FOR TUR NED ‘PUDSEY’ CHAIRS   
��	��������������	
��
	�����	
�
��	��������������	� ������
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Readers will be familiar I’m sure with the annual ‘Children in Need’ Appeal mounted by the BBC.  
Although we are off to a late start this year, due in part to the challenge of establishing reliable 
communications, the aim is to contribute to local fundraising by branch members making and selling 
Pudsey chairs.  This is where the superb photograph of Dennis Wanklyn holding two of his magnificent 

chairs comes to your assistance.  They do not have to be even normal 
child size.  However, if you want to make them larger than his, or to a 
different style, then so be it.  By all means do your own thing says 
Simon!  He also explains that fundraising can actually be by whatever 
means you are able to achieve.  You could just make and sell, aiming to 
get a good price by explaining to customers the destination of their cash 
payments; or you might be in a position to raffle one (or some); or you 
might be in able to work out a deal or sponsorship with a local business 
or branch in return for making a chair/chairs.  It is really a question of 
members using their imaginative capacity to achieve something at the 
rush this year.  Next year it can all be planned long in advance. 
 
It is hoped that there will be a spin-off for the branch, simply in the form 

of advertising our existence, and hopefully with a TV film shot of an appropriate scene in our ABWT 
turning existence. 
 
The date for ‘Children in Need’ this year is Friday 16th November!!!  Simon recognises that this is a rush 
job that cannot be perfected in the timescale but hopes that some resourceful members will be able to rise 
to the occasion.  From something that Max said on the blower I suspect that ‘The Mill’ team have a plan.  
For the remainder I can only suggest that you ring Simon, or liaise with any committee member involved.  
(PS: Hope I’ve done justice to your request Simon!  It sounds like the heck of a tall order this year!) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS ETC., AT THE SEPTEMBER MEETING ������ 	������	!��������  
 
Chairman called attention to the Mike Darlow ‘demonstration/hands-on’ at The Mill on Sat/Sun 27/28 
October, and emphasised his talent/qualities.  Sunday will be the ‘hands-on’ day.  Julie added 
subsequently that he is an excellent teacher. 
 
He again called attention to the Club Shop!  By buying you make it work! 
 
Simon Barnard explained that he could print ‘Turnings’ in A5 (i.e. half present A4 size) booklet form if 
preferred, and distributed several examples to help members to form an opinion.  In that trial edition print 
and colour quality are first class and show the standard we can expect in future, irrespective of the paper 
size decided upon.  Chairman suggested that opinions on size be given verbally at the October meeting. 
  
The ‘Item of the Year’ event will be held as part of the Christmas Social.  It can be ‘anything you like’.  
There will be an attractive/enjoyable prize! 
 
Show and Tell/Monthly Project – Julie and Vicky Sander both expressed disappointment at the low 
number of items tabled.  Vicky had done her bit by showing two pieces of incredibly (word used 
accurately) Spalted Beech.  I just wish I had jotted down her telling description in the form of a question 
if memory serves me (sorry Vicky!).  Ray Mellett was ‘there’ with 2 stools for grandchildren in Germany, 
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there was a small bowl in Silver Birch and Simon Keen carried off the honours with a four-centred twig 
pot(s) in Laburnum.  (Note: apologies to 2 people about whom these quick jottings are inadequate!). 
 
Pick-a-Peg 2007 and 2008  -  Lorraine reported that this year had broken all records including the 
number of ‘trees’ used up and she explained the contribution made to Club funds.  She went on to invite 
all members to ‘have-a-go’ at making items for 2008 starting this month with Toadstools ideally 
(although if that is not ‘your scene’ other items would do (e.g. spinning tops). 
  
TO DRAW, OR NOT TO DRAW   (‘����		����	�"�  
 
At the last meeting, Keith Fenton, demonstrating his techniques for making pepper mills, took some light-hearted 
pops at Tim McEvoy’s tendency to “make a drawing of it”. Having found myself on the end of a similar 
‘observation’ recently, I’ve decided to defend our use of the drawing. 
 
When I last wrote about the process of “design”, I stated that the “aim was/is to make good.”  But what do we mean 
by “good”, and how do we judge it?  What is it that makes us appreciate a beautiful piece of work?  What does 
“beautiful” mean to us?  What are the properties that give it the “wow” factor? 
We perceive the objects using our senses. What does it look like?  What does it feel like?  (For woodturning, I will 
ignore the “smell” and “taste” aspects.) 
One of the first “design rules” Max taught me was that before putting any tools anywhere near the wood, I had to 
be able to “visualise the final product.”  In other words, in my mind I had to be able to SEE it  
finished. At this stage I cannot  “feel” it, but this is irrelevant if it does not appeal to me aesthetically, or I don’t like 
what I “see”. So I need to satisfy myself that it will “look nice.” 
 
When we are young, we soon learn to communicate our basic needs. As a baby, the cry is a wonderful weapon for 
getting what we want (food, love, etc..)!  This evolves later into grunts, then for most of us,  
language. Some of you are experts at using (or the arty crafty at misusing) our language.  My friend’s wife is a 
linguist, and summed it up for me some while ago by explaining that she can only think in words, and not the 
pictures which us more practical type tend to use. (I can’t think without a pencil, and she can’t understand a 
drawing!)  But I think drawing has advantages. For me it gives a sense of “form” (shape), the relationship of the 
dimensions (height to width ratio - the “Golden Rule” (look up Fibonacci), the relationship of the curves (we are all 
interested in these in some way or another!) and it ensures functionality is maintained. It enables me to “see” (work 
out) the process of making it, and especially in Tim’s case, the materials needed.  So the drawing, which only takes 
a few minutes to make, is, after all, just another way of communicating. It is quick, cheap, and effective, and saves 
a lot of time and material being wasted.  It is part of that “Think three times, measure twice, cut once” principle!  
My final argument in favour of the drawing approach against a descriptive approach is that I strongly suspect your 
better halves would not wear what you bought for them based solely on a description given by them to you to go 
out and buy for them!!  I rest our case. 
 
(By Ed:  So, members, IS HE RIGHT?  Is it really so clear cut?  What about seeking inspiration by 
experimenting with shape, design and form and enjoying the end result?  Is there a middle way, relying 
on drawings for some work and feel for a shape in other instances?   Views please…………..!! 
 
PEPPER MILLS - SOURCES OF INFORMATION   �#
	��$
��%�������!����&��
	��������
�
Like me, Ray did not get his hands on the paperwork launched at the audience by Keith Fenton at the time 
of distribution, but unlike me he used his wiles to cadge one from a lady member.  In an Email he offered 
the view that Keith gave us a very entertaining time (who would disagree) and could not resist observing 
that ‘he even made the boring look interesting’!  Having got that off his chest he produced the following 
helpful abstract from the handout on the subject of sourcing, etc (Any mistakes are due to me multi-
tasking……………….. watching rugby at the same time as doing this!): 
 
http://www.turners-retreat.co.uk/acatalog/Project_Accessories.html 
4”-14”normal peppermill mechanism, £6-£9, Crush type 135- 195 mm 
spindle-£5.95 
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http://www.peppergrinders.co.uk/  41/2-191/2   £6-£9, Crush Grind- 
£6.50-£9.50 
and instructions for both types. 
see also www.constablewoodcrafts.co.uk 
 
http://www.axminster.co.uk  Home Woodturning  Gift & Project Kits 
Project Kits  Salt & Pepper Mill Kits                                                        
175 & 300mm Salt & Pepper-£1.28-£3.04                                                     ��	����
��
�	
�	�������	������  
 
 
 
 
 
 
HINTS AND TIPS 
 
 
A WEIRD BUT USEFUL CONTRAPTION ������'�
�	��()������
�
Ever since I was shown the idea years ago I have kept a fairly hefty general purpose vice screwed (with 
coach screws) to a solid chunk of 2�  board so that it can be moved in and out of a woodworking bench 
vice at will.  When not in use it is stowed under the bench.  The value of this arrangement is that only one 
section of precious bench space is taken up by a vice.  Chance/free thinking has led me to a further 
development of this arrangement.  I needed to plane the surface of a 
turning blank (rough-hewn from a freshly felled large Beech tree) to 
get a ‘flat’ for mounting a faceplate, but lacked a convenient/efficient 
way of holding the blank secure whilst using a hand-held power planer 
on the chosen surface.  My eye happened to fall on a 2' sash cramp, the 
‘bar’ of which is in 2�  x 1�  box section (also now kept under the 
bench).  Next step was to mount the cramp in the jaws of the general 
purpose vice and the blank in the cramp.  It may seem elaborate but it 
works beautifully because everything, including the bench, is rock 
solid (where a workmate would not be for instance) and both hands are 
completely free to operate the planer.  I see from a label that the ‘Paramor’ sash cramp came from 
‘Leeke’s at Melksham.  So, I pass on these details in case they are of use to other members.  See 
photograph inset (and note the quick-release levers on both vices).  With this arrangement it pays to leave 
a couple of ‘flats’ in the circumference of the blank to get the most efficient seating in the cramp.  This 
set-up can be achieved in seconds because all the components are ready to hand, and a free socket 
happens to be available to plug the planer into.  It is therefore an ideal arrangement in my particular 
situation, in which incidentally, space factors prevent the cramp going straight into the woodwork vice.  
 
PICKED UP ON THE GRAPEVINE  ��������*�� ������+��
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TIPS AND HINTS IN GENERAL  ��������	
�'�
�	��(�  
 
It is a puzzle to know why so few members contribute to this part of our Club life.  Put it this 
way…….what occupies your thoughts when you are pottering about, or reorganising in the 
workshop/studio, as well as when you are turning?? 
I put it like that because I find that my mind is never still on matters of layout, equipment and tools of all 
kinds, efficiency in all applications of the word, working and safety practice and methods, timber, 
finishing, trouble-shooting, etc., etc., and that prompts me to produce a few (hopefully interesting/helpful) 
items to go under this heading  -  e.g. vacuum cleaner extensions, tool profiling, weird contraptions, etc.  I 

can’t be alone in this approach though, SO can I persuade YOU to join in and share your thoughts, 
ideas and experiences including photos if appropriate?  The titbits can come from members at all levels of 
ability and length of membership not excluding the most senior/able!  If necessary I can return to the 
archives, the late, great Olive Ash’ and all, BUT some current, natty-thinking, would be so welcome!!! 
  
THE ‘OTHER WESTONBIRT’  ����'�
�	��()�����  
�
We rightly and necessarily concentrate mighty hard on our own contribution to the Festival.  I suspect 
though that I am not alone in enjoying the whole event, and the purpose of this short article is to review 
what I have termed ‘The Other Westonbirt’  -  i.e. the non-ABWT bit.  I can easily spend a day browsing 
through everything there is to see across the whole site, with a bit of chat thrown in of course.  To begin 
with, here are a few facts about ‘Sculptree’ that I have just gleaned from our local parish magazine: 
 
This year’s was the 16th Festival, the first having been held at Longleat, before an unbroken run of 15 
years at Westonbirt. 
This year, 12 major sculptures and 4 smaller ones were 
completed in the ‘Sculptree’ event in time for the Monday 
afternoon auction.  One of the large ones ‘Yggdrasill’  -  The 
World Tree  by Andrew Frost (see photo inset), attracted a 
record high price of £10,500.  The others went for between 
£1,300 and £4,400.  The proceeds are split 50/50 between 
‘Tree Aid Africa’ and the sculptors.  During the first 14 years 
at Westonbirt the Festival of the Tree had raised a total of 
£165,000 for Tree Aid.  
This year, half the sculptors worked in Oak; others used Sweet 
Chestnut, Pine, Maple, Beech and Ash.  Most of the sculptures 
were magnificent (in my humble opinion).  If space permits I will include photos of one or two others.  I 
believe I got them all on camera.   
 
The generator failure affecting our marquee on Day 1 blanked out my demo session, but I ‘turned’ the 
time to good advantage and spent the whole day visiting virtually every stand on the site.  I tried not to 
admit it but found the very large number of stands offering turned goods quite daunting; and the quality 
was generally high.  I suppose the only approach is to carry on ‘doing our own things’ and making them 
as tempting as possible.  Mind you, that old trend of everyone else seeming to have acquired better pieces 
of timber to work with than me was still in evidence.  On a more encouraging note the chaps running the 
bacon butty van gave me a very generous discount as a member of the ‘stall-holding’ fraternity.  
 
The Attendance Level:  The number of vehicles parked seemed immense, but at no stage over the two 
days that I was there did I get the sensation of milling crowds of people over the display area as a whole.  
You could get close to anything that took your fancy.  It is to be hoped that the event was a success from 
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the organisers’ point of view.  As a ‘Friend’ of the arboretum I should acquire some stats in due course 
and will pass them on. 
 
The Essex Woodcarvers were there again this year and put on a fine 
display.  A substantial carved chair (see photo inset) caught the eye (one of 
a pair made for a local church) and it was interesting to see that it had been 
made to order on the understanding that a substantial donation was made to 
the ‘National Memorial Arboretum’ just north of Lichfield in Staffordshire.  
The Essex chaps were keen to make the point that the branch does not take 
commissions as such, but will make items on the above donation basis (is 
there an idea for us in that I wonder??).  I believe that the Memorial 
Arboretum is a truly notable place and plan to pay a visit there later this 
month.  It may be worth a report in a future issue of the newsletter and I’ll 
keep that in mind.  Whilst on the subject of chairs and charity it is a 
strange coincidence that we are going to be making chairs for a good cause ourselves.  See 
elsewhere in this issue. 
 
One stall that always makes an impression is that entertaining ‘Yew-Turn’ chap.  He works at his lathe all 
day long churning out large quantities of toadstools (often with two rings on the stems), shavings flying 
and great tool control.  This year though he seemed to have smaller audiences than usual.  Another ever-
present was the chap who sells Boxwood.  In a good chat he told me that he was once the prime supplier 
to ‘Marples’ for their chisel handles.  They treated him in the way that supermarkets do farmers.  Half his 
supplies were UK grown and half imported from France.  A good man to know if you chase threads! 
 
Have you noticed how the weather has the habit of being kind to the Westonbirt Festival year after year??  
 
IN CONCLUSION   ��������
�
As there have been so many changes in the membership over recent times I am working on an old, but 
worthwhile, concept of printing a series of Personal Profiles of members who have come to prominence 
in the running of Club affairs.  The chosen ones are invited to give a brief pen-picture of themselves and 
their interests, explaining influences that have brought them into turning and giving us the opportunity to 
get to know them better, more quickly.  Vicky Sander had consented to be the first in the new series and 
she came up trumps promptly and very interestingly.  In the hope that she will return to us one day I shall 
now hold her profile for future publication, whilst casting around for another candidate for the job. 
 
Other Thoughts for the Future -  Well here’s one………..How about sending in your good pictures of 
turning related subjects together with some words of explanation? 
 
COLOUR  -  I have played  with colours a little to discover which ones print well……………… 
 
A PHILOSOPHICAL ODDMENT DISCOVERED BY:   �
������

��   

 
I AM THE LATHE 

Born long and thin of hammer, sweat  and fire. 
I am an ancient lathe from the dawn of desire. 

Many have I aided in the pursuit of their needs. 
Upon metal, clay, and wood were my deeds. 
Among my peers, I am considered unique. 

I reproduce while others only seek. 
I was built, when needed, of things at hand. 

Today, I am preserved for the needs of the second hand. 
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With bow , pole, and treadle, I evolved through time. 
I live, produce, and evolve to fill time. 

Until now my use was determined by need. 
Now,  I perform for those who  create through need. 

I was old and dusty and rarely used. 
I am now new and shiny and daily used. 

Few were those who pursued the rules of my use. 
Today, many are frustrated by my use. 

I am the lathe of antiquity. 
I am the machine of ubiquity. 

Treat me as well as did he before you. 
I gave less to him than I will give to you. 
To all before you, I was work to be done. 

I can be diversion, escape, expression,  and fun! 
I am the lathe.  

Found on the website of Kenneth Evans - www.woodgoround.net/ 
 
SPACEFILLER  -  ANOTHER SCULPTURE FROM THE FESTIVAL  
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And now it is time to put down the pen and see what emerges on the printed page……………… 
 
 
 

Website:www.avon-and-bristol-woodturners.org.uk 
Email:  messages@avon-and-bristol-woodturners.org.uk 
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Avon and Bristol Woodturners gratefully acknowledge the support of Magnox 
North (Oldbury Power Station) for the printing of ‘ Turnings’!! 
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