SEPTEMBER 2007

INTRODUCTION

With impeccable autumnal timing the leaves (i.egg® of ‘Turnings’ are changing colour in harmony
with those of the woodland trees. This welcomeettgyment is all down to the initiative of Simon
Barnard who has securée generous support of Oldbury Power Station (parbf Magnox North) in
the printing of our newsletter for this and future issues. On behalf of the ABWT as a whole our
sincere thanks for this generosity are hereby plackon record!! The new ability to use colour, and to
incorporate photographs, is a most welcome stepaia which gives us the opportunity to modernise th
appearance (and perhaps the layout) of our neeslelt is also hoped that it will inspire many raaf
you to write an article for publication now thatuyoan include photographs as well. In welcomirg th
change in the printing arrangements though, we matsheglect to express the Club’s recognitioraaf)
thanks for, the highly beneficial scheme that reaasexd us well for many years. It was set up byldte
Derek Harris in conjunction with his wife Rosemanging equipment at Winterbourne Community
Centre, and has been carried on by Roy Stewaistedson occasion by Eric SmithThank you to
everyone involved at Winterbourne!! (Footnote: | expect it will take me a monthtwo to develop
fully this great new opportunity, but you will steat we are off to something of a start in thisiess

Jottings from the Chairman’s Workshop

Well that's August 2007 over, and as most of yoavkrAugust is the month in which the Club has most
of its activities; The Model Engineering ExhibitiohWGB at Loughborough and to finish the month
Westonbirt. Also during August we hosted BonnieiKle

So let’s start with The Model Engineering ExhibitioAs in past years we put up the Club’s Gallang
Simon Keen worked without a break in the demonsimaarea! Unfortunately | was not able to attend
this year but | have been reliably informed that thembers who did attend did the club proud andyman
excellent comments came form the delegates. Whaatparticularly nice was that a number of those who
had visited our stand in past year came back #as jist to see us. Well done to all who helpeth wits
show and thanks to Simon Keen and Ralph Tilbroolpidting it together.

AWGB Loughborough 2007 - This year's event was the association’ @6niversary. 8 members
from our Club attended and we all had a great 3 ,dayd to crown it all Mary Ashton and Ken Crittle
each had an exhibit selected to go into the AWGIE:gafor 2007/2008. This keeps up the Club record
of having two members’ work selected! Well dondath of you!!



Bonnie Klein - Bonnie visited us for a day’s demonstration on1#2August. This was one of the first
all day demos that we have done away from the lslilj on a day other than a Saturday, and it wént of
very well. From the feedback | have received, ithe delegates enjoyed the day. We will look into
doing more demo days during the week.

Westonbirt - | am not going to say too much due to the refpom ‘Woodentop’ that appears later in
this issue of “Turnings”. However, on the first dag presented Barry Surplice of Henry Taylor Tools
with an Honorary Membership of our Club. To gohtihe certificate he was also given a Club shirt
which he was made to put on there and then toehght of the ladies and the disgust of the menyas

it the disgust of the ladies as well? We shaliehi@ ask them. Barry has been a great friend padsor
of our Club over many years, and it was a greaqulee for me to make the presentation to him. An e-
mail from Barry and a photograph of the presentagippear below.

Westonbirt has always been a major fundraising tefeerthe Club and this year was no exception. A
short breakdown of the takings is Sales £2265.@5aH#Peg £1095.65, Win-a-House £250.00 and French
Knitting £113.00. After all expenditure the Clulilyerofit by £1077.64, a fantastic sum! Pic-a-Reas

the best ever and Lorraine is over the moon wish fiigure. | would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to

all of you who helped with this year’s event!!was the best Westonbirt we have attended; we dll ha
great fun and the marquee was always full of laeighThat's what makes for a superb show; and g!'wa

e-mail from Barry Surplice- ‘I want to thank you and your fellow members for a fantastic
weekend. As always, you all make Judith and me feel very welcome and part of the
"family”. Very special thanks for the Honorary Memb ership, Polo Shirt and

Certificate. | will wear the shirt with pride, and the Certificate has already been
hung at home. It was a fantastic thrill for me - be ing part of an amazing club means
a great deal to me.

| believe the club is the most pioneering and stand s apart from the rest -
congratulations to you all! It has an infectious en thusiasm, which | have never
observed or felt anywhere else - keep it up!

Unfortunately, | am now lost for words (that's unus ual). Please pass on my sincere
thanks to all. Look forward to seeing you SO0N...............  iiiiiiiiieeens Barry’

The Mill goes from strength to strength but | thihis only right for me to say something about a
problem that has been brought to the committe¢enadn. The equipment at the Mill has to be
maintained; i.e. it cannot just keep going on and Boutine maintenance is a must! Some of the
equipment belongs to a number of Club membersdiitiad to that owned by the Club. The former has
been loaned for the benefit of members. This méaatsall of you who use the equipment at the Istié
expected to help with the maintenance of this asa&#er all, you would not let your own lathes go
without maintenance, so please don't treat theeka#i the Mill any differently!! Max, Tich and Rawll
arrange upkeep work days to accomplish this téfskou use the Mill please recognise the obligation
play your part in maintenance, and make sure yamathe work days, not just the turning days!!!

Well that’s it from me for this month, except toydadnhope you like the new format of “TURNINGS”!
Best Regards...................... Derek

ODDMENTS FROM 16™ AUGUST - ‘BONNIE’ AND CLUB NIGHT

1. Bonnie presented CHRIS ROSE with his ‘Certificat&rcellence’, and a substantial batch of his
work was placed on display throughout the day/evgni

2. The Project (Item Incorporating Other Materialsyl lnme entry, a Vase of Flowers (? from Tich).
The method of make was explained and he posedtikerge — can anyone improve on it?



3. Show and Tell -Colin tabled two steadies; one self-made using@ralkate wheels and the other
belonging to the copy lathe he had for sale. | pexrsonally grateful as | had been vainly asking
the Club in earlier issues of ‘Turnings’sbow the way on desigto the uninitiated. Colin also
demonstrated a jig for use with a bench mounteterauhich also employed roller skate wheels.
He explained a fine point in design aimed at emgugiccurate timber feed whilst routing.

4. Finally, Colin rose to the challenge of turningpa-hatted male figure using just a skew chisel.

REFLECTIONS ON ‘BONNIE KLEIN’

“Our ‘Bonnie’ came over to visit
Our ‘Bonnie’ from over the sea
And left us with tops all a’spinning
From the ‘chatter’ that she had with we.

Refrain: Bring back.............. v

Attendance on 16 Aug.’07 was 36 (plus husband Rplrather lower than hoped perhaps, but still a
goodly crew. Several brought their own notebookdWly way on such occasions is not to try to degcrib
the whole event (impossible), but to pick up ortipalar points of interest (said or observed), viz:

1. When removing a lot of metal from a tool (i.e. whefprofiling), always use an abrasive disc or
belt; NOT a grinder. That was completely new to(see separate note elsewhere in this issue).

2. She had been surprised to find that use of ‘negatike’ on the top [cutting] edge of [flat] side
scrapers virtually eliminates the risk of ‘grabbimgoperation. (To my eye this demands keen



precision in applying the rake; and if you are sunte about this come and ask and I'll try to
explain, pencil and paper to hand. It seems a wseful tip though for side scraper users).

3. She had a nifty way of converting Chairman’s 2Mithéato a spindle size 3 16tpi. This
employed a (?M10) threaded rod inserted into @<MT complete with shoulder and said
threaded spindle on the inboard side. Passedghriie headstock the rod was secured on the
outboard side with a wooden wheel housing a thr@adktal bush. (I suppose making these is
child’s play to the engineers, accuracy and al&ge photograph below:

4. She gave the most direct explanation of ‘ngtwith the grain’ that you could hope to hear

respect of cutting into end grairCutting from the small diameter to the large istting

with the grain’. Picture it in your naits eye or look at it with a blank on the lathe.

The bevel on spindle gouges can be anything from4ZB but she finds 35° best for her.

She has created a new word: depth and width cahdréened to ‘didth’!

Maple - there are hard and soft types. She thge®rmer for chatterwork.

When chattering from the centre outwards, incrgasssure on the tool as diameter increases.

She uses a skew chisel laid flat on its side toe@eha true flat surface on discs and blanks.

10 She reminded us to tap the base of superglueéisbtih a hard surface to clear the nozzle.

11.She has safely introduced children as young as thdolathe letting them use (under close
guidance) a scraper, burning wire, colours, finsstetc. It is worth giving careful thought to ways
of attracting the young towards an interest in wand turning. Bring a grandchild to a seminar!?
Hold a children’s symposium!?

12.Carnauba wax used after ‘staining’ preserves thaucs. (It melts before it can scratch).

13. She used a fan to blow dust away; especially boisé d

14.She used a small scrap section of @i@mond disc as a dressing tool for a small gnigdvheel.

15. She uses 3-in-1 oil when thread chasing, and whattaring on acrylic material. She also had a
use for ‘Kiwi’ neutral shoe polish.

16. Sanding — Clean off thoroughly between grades ¢évet larger grains becoming embedded.

17.1n the US imperial ‘64ths’ are commonly used on suggng instruments used in woodturning.

18.A = Anchor (on toolrest), B = Bevel, C = Cut; (tkdsasics are often missed by beginners).

19. A bead must be as wide as it is deep.
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MUSINGS FROM ‘THE MILL’

The dust has now settled from the three most saftdesxhibitions to date. The amount of work thais
carried out at ‘The Mill' in preparation took itelt on maintenance work. However, this is nowhe t



process of being addressed. Please note thattgelgrfor the tasks listed below must be found,thay
will be made most welcome:

Dates - Tuesday'2October & Wednesday"™November.

There will be 4 areas of work as follows:

Machines and Ancillary Equipment - headeday Mellett.
Reorganisation of storage, blanks sourcing,-eteeaded bpave Ward.

A variety of new improvements led by
Design, source, fabricate a variety of itenasdgMax.

PwONPE

Four separate, and quite extensive, lists of woekimthe process of being revised and materiatredl
Please make every effort to assist and offer yetrices to the member of staff responsible - nict.just
the regulars.

In anticipation of a good turnout........... Usual KinddReds.................. Max

NB: No woodturning on these dates.......... Sorry!!
No Mill attendance fee on maintenance days!

WHAT WOOQD IS THAT? !

On a shelf in the garage (like a wallflower at ack a piece of branch-wood with a strange name
marked on the end had been glowering at me forrakyears. The mark reminded me that | had bought
it (cheaply) from Westonbirt's own stock. They sgimes include the tree number from their detailed
records, but not in this case. The timber nameavasuthful, but clear enough - ‘Ostrya Carpindali

It did not ring a bell, so out came ‘Hilliers’ witigevealed all. Ostrya is a very small genus ré&dieq
Hornbeam, and ‘Carpinifolia’ is a species knownHgp Hornbeam’. It is a handsome, medium sized
tree, well regarded in the great book. It looksaative in spring, and the autumn fruits resentiaps.

The loglet felt heavy/dense, and although barklbsdtad been hard at work there was no deeper
penetration. Heart and sap-wood are not distexxdtept that there can be significant colour vaorati
spreading from the centre out to the sap-woodse@ion of the thin end was cut off and roughedrdow

to 2 with a view to using it for a Pick-a-Peg piecet the character of the wood argued that it deserved
a nobler fate, so | made something else. Like Beam itself Ostrya turns and finishes superbly and
rewards the turner with its working feel and itpearance. So, the moral of this tale is thatntgay to

take an interest in unusual timbers, of which Welsitd Arboretum has plenty of course, but you heve

be fortunate when you take pot luck as | did wigtr@a. (By Ed: For the benefit of members who do not
know, the Friends of the Arboretum conduct monthhber sales on Sundays, as well as at The Festival
October’s sale is on f4and November's on '1- both from 10am to 1pm.).

TOOL SHAPING

‘Bonnie’ said it! When a lot of metal is to be rewed, use an abrasive belt or disc, NOT a griniéell
‘stone me’, | thought! I've never heard that befoiThe engineers have been playing their cardsedo
their chests again! Anyway, the opportunity to his to the test came sooner than expected. At
Westonbirt | happened to seek Tim McEvoy’s confitioraon a sharpening matter. He gave it but added
that the tool in question was too light for purpo&et some high speed steel rod from ‘Ashley’ lewl
make some tools like this’ he said, showing twaisfown manufacturel We were both at the
demonstration lathes and he readily gave me theceh@ experiment with thenThat's what | call

Club Spirit! Thanks Tim! Back at home | found two redundant tools andakstio start with them,
shaping them as closely as | could remember tosTdesigns. The belt on the smaller of two sanders



was in good nick so | decided to give that a tnd &ure as eggs’, just as ‘Bonnie’ had said, tleg¢amn
flew off and the desired shapes were soon achiexgdg the curve as the belt comes round the end of
the sander and starts to go away from you if yeustanding at the end looking along the belt. ifSwy
chance there are other members like me who di#dmm# about this technique, | can readily give yoa t
assurance that the method works! I’'m sold orintidentally, it occurs to me, as | write, that thaut
Sorby’ has long advocated use of abrasive discskiews in particular, and is now marketing a mumeyt
but very effective, belt device.

AT THE END OF THE EVENING........... ! #$

Hey folks...............At close of play on Club nights whgmt we all resolve to stack chairs against the
side walls and fold down the tables and stack tbarthe purpose-built trolley?? Our noble committee
members, etc., have their hands full dismantlimgér@ng the lathe, sound/vision equipment, etc., etc
sweeping up and doing various admin thinyswill be a great help if the rest of us do our bi and see

to the chairs and tables.I've started to notice that we often leave it to @hap known to be in his 80s
to fold down and stack the tables, often single-haledly! Need | say more?The chairs can be stacked
say 6 high (at least) and pushezhtly against the side walls.

WORKSHOP ONE-LINERS

1. Don’'t modern Woodturners owe it to the EngineeBsit don’t tell them we’ve noticed!
2. Should/can a dust extractor also be used as a nacleaner?

TIPS & HINTS NHS % # &

When at Loughborough one of the demonstrators @Péigrod from Norway) showed the delegates a
very simple but very good tip for we mere mortalsryy. WWhen you are hollowing out a small boxaor
large hollow form with a small opening, you neelthiad hand so that whilst working your hollowingpto
with both the usual hands the third is availablpdke a light into your work-piece. Well, thosecti-
handers are rarer than hens’ teeth, so how do glubahflexible light to illuminate inside your tungs?
The answer is simple once you know how! Drill deha the right hand side of your tool rest to
accommodate the bulb of a battery-powered penlmlgh the light bulb into the hole making a snug
fit, and hey presto you have light inside your w(ske diagram on last page of this issue).

And here’s one from “Yours truly’: Acquire (from w herever) an extra length or two of vacuum
cleaner hose and connect to your existing one, whics often too short to reach all points around
the workshop conveniently. Depending on how you arequipped for dust extraction you can also
find it practical to extend an extractor’s ‘reach’ by pushing a spare piece of vacuum cleaner hose
part way into the larger extractor hose. The workng end of the narrow hose can then be held at
the point of greatest advantage with one hand whilsanding with the other. In both applications
you can get perfectly adequate suction strength owéhe longer-than-normal distance. The narrow
hose is much more manageable than those of largelatheter and you can work out convenient
runs for it to avoid a tripping hazard. The thingto do is to play around with it until you get a set
up that suits you and your situation. Such an arragement also places the suction device further
away from you so even if its filtration efficiencyis less than perfect there is some benefit to youn
my case the ‘Microclene’ happens to be situated ale the usual standing position of the vacuum
cleaner, thereby further reducing the dust hazard.




Tyme Avon lathe for sale; needs a good clean bgbod condition;
seldom used. Tel 01934 852385 - reasonable offers

CALLING ALL JOURNEYMEN AND (OF COURSE) JOURNEYWOMEN #$ '

TheJourneyman course is for those of us who have gndersome basic training and have established a
range of skills but want to learn more. We all égarticular strengths and interests to shares elasy to
narrow down our journey to a few things that we@efident about and not challenge ourselves to
explore an ever widening and exciting range ofiskihd opportunities. Being journeymen means that
we accept this challenge (and commit ourselvestanly lots of laughs in the process!)

At The Mill on 30.08.07 the Journeymen met to déscwhat we wanted in the way of support and
training. The following have been suggested:
We consult members about what we want to do
We ask more experienced people in the club to essisns for us
We look at the apprenticeship course manual arklftorothe next steps in our learning
We have a printed programme
We have sessions on:

a range of technical/skill issues e.g. homemadawacchucks, screw threads

particular projects e.g. pen making
6. More formal sessions with a presenter will takecplavery other Wednesdayourneymen can
select the sessions they want to attend but pleasecky know, well in advance, if you do not
want to participate. It would be sad if someoreppred a session and few people wanted it. If
we have a special presenter we may open the sessibher members of the Club and there may
need to be some additional payment.
The intervening weeks will be used for practice amah work.
Lorraine, (Queen of Pick-a-Peg) would like us tergpat least an hour, first thing on one practice
day morning every month, making items for Westanblthis year lots of money was made, but
there wasa last minute panic to get items in. To keepclhb running we need to raise funds.
Next year we want to have a traditional childreiis stall, so we can also make things for that.

ok

© N

THE JOURNEYMAN COURSE WEEKLY STRUCTURE

9.00am(or thereafter) We turn up and book our lathes,@aydues with Tich and set up work

10.00am We meet around the table to show work that we ltlbne since the last Wednesday (if we

have been active!) and discuss what went well ae# advice from each other about any problems If i

is a practice day we will share what we are goindd and maybe ask someone who is more experienced
in that skill for advice and support.

10.15-30 ishThe Presenter will talk/demonstrate and usuabyelwill be hands-on with the presenter
circulating to give advice.

12ishWe have lunch either packed or bought from shepssa the road, and enjoy each others’
company and jokes!

After lunch continue as before

2.00pmWe meet around the table to show our handiworkdistliss what went well and seek support as
necessary. Some people clear up and go at tms, pdiners stay on.



Please communicate your ideas for Journeyman psopeaiunteer to lead sessions or make suggestions
about who should lead. Return ideas to Vicky s $ihe can print up a programme.
(vicky.sander@virgin.nedr 01225 469 533)

IDEAS FOR PROJECTS FOR THE JURNEYMAN COURSE

Skill or project Person to lead Date
session
Home made vacuum chucks Ralph Tilbrook 26.9.07

Thread chasing

Finishing and buffing
Including use of different oils

Hollow turning

Colouring

Sharpening (some people | Tim
missed Tim’s valuable
session)

Off- centre turning

Spindle turning

Pen making Derek Edwards

Safety in the workshop
including air filtration

Designing and making a Vicky
range of boxes

FESTIVAL OF THE TREE ( ( ) %

The festival lived up to its name again this yaagd many visitors to our tent were very complimgnta
about our overall contribution. They appreciates artistry and skills of our members whose work wa
either on display or for sale. What was also pletgas the number of visitors who came because they
remembered our last displays. Favourable commesits made on Max’s new signage over our entrance.
There was never a dull moment! There was mirthlanghs and shouts of joy (not only from the
children) all day long. It was great to see thé teawded at all times — we were the first pointall as

they entered from the car park! The human bamemating from the stalls of the “Pic-a Peg”, “the
Plonker” and the “French Knitting Kits” could bedrd from afar. Even our competitors complained,
remarking that it made their tents seem so quiegyTloved it!

It was so dynamic that it didn’t need the attractd Tich’s idiot sticks to drum up interest anchimur.
One of the pleasures of being “front of househet tone gets to meet so many interested and ititeges
people, in all shapes and sizes, some fanaticabes”, and others yet to experience the joy ofkivay



with wood, especially turning. Some of their expades put one to shame. There was a furniture maker
from Zimbabwe who was most interesting, and he tmakdetails back with him! One sign we never put
up is “DO NOT TOUCH?” - so many appreciated the ple& of being able to not only look, but to feel
the tactility of the varied works.

The pleasure on the faces of the children whenwwya prize made all the hard preparation worktkvor
while! So all who willingly provided items for €k-A-Peg contributed to not only their pleasureag,tb
ours too. But more on that later. Then there was/irious styles and logic employed to choose tize p
which gave added interest. At one stage, the tgrdemonstrators had a job to keep up making spinnin
tops! | don’t know how many Mums thanked us whezytbhose a whistle!

The two lathes at the demonstration corner provepteat interest, and the items made so varied. Fun
items like mushrooms and spinning tops proved popdiim and Vernon did a great line in coloured
spinning tops, and Tich did some standard itemgla@xng the techniques to a captive audience.&dher
were many technical queries on lathes, techniguesd, tools, etc. The “Introduction to Woodturning”
packs proved a great success, and enquiries résualtaer 15 serious prospective new members.

We were pleased to have a visit from Nick Agar o Monday, who, together with Simon Barnard, gave
a demonstration of his “texturing techniques”, i#sg in two unique coloured textured pieces in oak
(see photo below). It was quite amusing seeing thetin trying to tame the lathe as it danced araund
bit - looked more like an African tribal dance slamazing what can be done with that “odd bit ob&/o
This was probably the most successful show, BUT IDOES NOT JUST HAPPEN!!!

It takes a lot of long term and detailed planniugd this time, Simon Barnard took the liaison lédex
planned and made our new outside signage and ystiens, Ralph and JW-S took care of the Gallery,
Tich co-ordinated the Demonstration Area, with iregner and Derek’s new lathe on the stand produced
by Simon Keen, and Derek the sales area. Lorragjamarganised the Pic-A-Peg, and Max and Neil
Gow cut up the wood to make the birdhouse kitgHerplonker stall, which Martin and Stewart manned
in the main, and sold the lotBy Ed: We need some photos, especially of Lorraghkucy in action!!)
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will be ONE WEEK EARLIER than usual!!l All materia | for inclusion in the October issue MUST
reach me by Saturday 8 October at the latest!! We get back to normal thesafter.
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(Above: A sketch of Tich’s ‘Tip’ on mounting a deght into a toolrest)

EDITOR'S FOOTNOTE : | am on a learning curve with some aspects ©f tlew opportunity, so
please bear with me! Moving photographs to exatityrequired (side-by-side) position on the page i
the main challenge. Also, ensuring that picturesraduced to the most cost-efficient pixel numlers
Emailing by dial-up has also to be checked out. adifferent tack | shall not know how the various
colours used in the text actually work on the mhpage until | see the results of printing in Megnox
North facility. My experience as an ordinary reem of (too much) printed material tells me tHsgre is
more to colour selection ‘than meets the eye’edl sure | am not alone in receiving paperworkugho
the post that is rendered almost unreadable by (@odhoughtless) colour selection.

Page layout is another area in which | hope to nsmkee change/improvement. Use of ‘columns’ and
‘dropped capitals’ can make a difference to thdityuaf page layout appearance; Clipart may haypa

to play, etc. We shall see, as we go. Oh yes.iAhdave left anything out............well, apologies but
it's all down to the extra time | have had to giedearning the ropes of the new publishing oppatyu

Avon and Bristol Woodturners gratefully acknowledgethe support of Magnox North (Oldbury
Power Station) for the printing of ‘Turnings’!!

Website:www.avon-and-bristol-woodturners.org.uk
Email: messages@avon-and-bristol-woodturners.krg.u
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