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NOVEMBER   2007 

INTRODUCTION ��(By Editor) 
 
Coverage of the ‘Mike Darlow experience’ takes up a chunk of space in this issue, and whilst I have been 
tempted to summarise, I decided against that to avoid risk of spoiling the authors’ work.  However, one 
further contribution describing the Sunday in some detail has been held over to next month.  
 
Further on in this issue you will find details of the North Wiltshire Woodturners Association website.  It 
is updated regularly and a hit is strongly recommended!   
�

November’s Jottings from the Chairman’s Workshop 
Welcome!  October was an interesting month as far as the Club was concerned.  We had a good evening’s 
demo at our Club night, and the weekend demo with Mike Darlow was interesting to say the least.  I need 
not go into that though as I know others have submitted reports on it. We have purchased a copy of 
Mike’s DVD on sharpening and another entitled ‘Taming of the Skew’.  Both DVD’s include a booklet, 
so if you take the DVD from the library please BE SURE to return the booklet unmarked with the DVD.  
 
You may remember that I reported at one of the Club evenings that Simon Barnard had had to stand down 
as Vice-Chairman and from the committee due to work commitments.  He will be sorely missed by me 
and all of the other committee members!  During his short time as Vice-Chairman he had worked with me 
to advance the aims of the Club.  He will remain a full member of the Club, however, and as you will 
know he is responsible for arranging the printing of our newsletter ‘TURNINGS’.  To replace Simon I am 
pleased to inform you that at the last committee meeting it was agreed that Simon Keen will take up the 
Vice-Chairman’s post until the AGM, and then he will submit his name for full Club approval.  Thank 
you Simon for agreeing to do this! 
                                                                                                                    (Photo below by Martin Lawrence) 
November, apart from being the month before Christmas, is also 
the month of Children in Need.  We as a Club will be taking part 
this year.  A BBC cameraman has been to the Mill to film a short 
section to go out on the night (Friday 16th Nov).  The Club will 
make two Pudsey Chairs, one each to go to Boots and AXA.  
Both companies will then auction the chairs and the returns will 
go to Children in Need.  We would like to keep this going and 
therefore need as many Club members as possible to make more 
chairs so that we can arrange more auctions in the New Year 
(there is no critical end-date). If you can help with this project and 
need advice about size or plans please talk to Simon Keen, and he  
will help.  Simon has made all the arrangements with the BBC, and Martin Lawrence our new Publicity 
Manager, has arranged the auctions with the companies.  Well done to both and thanks indeed!!  I 
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understand that Simon and I are to be in the local TV studio audience at Children in Need on the night! 
With this type of publicity we shall be able to improve the Club’s profile and spread word of our 
existence to the public locally! 
 
As you know the club AGM will take place in April.  In readiness I have asked 4 members of the 
committee to form a taskforce to help me look at the Club’s constitution with a view to seeing if any 
changes need to be made. The current edition requires 6 members to support a motion for change, to then 
be put before the AGM or an EGM.  The members I have called upon to conduct the review are: -  Julie 
Heryet, Simon Keen, John Wilson-Smith and Tich Renee.  If any member would like us to focus on any 
particular part of the constitution please contact one of the above; or of course you can, with the support 
of 6 members, put a motion for change to the AGM in your own name.  We will explain any changes that 
the taskforce comes up with in the January issue of ‘TURNINGS’.  
 
Our Membership Secretary Nigel Hussey wishes to stand down at the AGM (I will talk about Nigel and 
the job he has done for the Club at a later date).  I believe that this is such an important Club position that 
the new incumbent should have an opportunity to shadow the outgoing one. I have therefore asked the 
committee if it would be possible to appoint a new Membership Secretary now, and then have the change 
confirmed at the April AGM.  A volunteer has come forward and I know that he would be great for the 
job.  However, I feel that other members should also have an opportunity to offer their services.  Ergo, if 
any other member is interested in the post please contact me by the 1st December 2007.  In the event of a 
nil response by that date we will appoint the sole volunteer, and seek confirmation at the AGM in April. 
 
The Christmas Bash - I hope you have all put 13th December in your diaries as the date for the event; 
i.e. not the third Thursday in the month but the second!!!. This is the time that we welcome your other 
halves to the Club but don’t forget you will have to come along as well.  Our partners have little idea 
what we do when we disappear off to Club nights every month, so this is our way to say thanks to them.  
It will start at 7.30pm and the tickets will be £7.50 each; this will include food but not drink (that’s up to 
you).  Also, we will have entertainment and the annual prize giving, AND please remember to bring your 
best item of woodturning of this year, so that you have the chance to win the ‘Woodturner of the Year’ 
award. Lorraine has worked hard to make this year’s event a success, so please do support it!! 
 
That’s all from me for this month………………Best Regards…………….Derek 
 
MUSINGS FROM THE MILL    (By The Gaffer) 
 
Mike Darlow……………What can we say?  Vernon and ‘Woodentop’ will have their 
observations………..  From my perspective total admiration for the succinct way of presentation of the 
cutting edge.  It sounds rather simple, but if you can do exactly as he explained and demonstrated you will 
have ‘tamed the skew’!  Each cut was absolutely precise, with perfect results; e.g. the  bead was 9 cuts, 
the cove 6.  Roughing or graunching, gripping the gouge correctly and pushing aggressively was easy and 
quick.   
On the Sunday……………yes 12 pints of milk, didn’t count the aspirins, 30' of 3�  x 3�  generously 
provided by Derek and Ray, the shavings flew all day long, the clocks went on and so did we on the 
master-class.  It was gone 5 before I could clear up and lock up.  We had a totally absorbing weekend 
enjoyed by 40 odd Club members.  It took hard work and long hours.  For me this week there were 40 
hours of Club work giving me a very rewarding result. 
I know that after certain reservations you all accepted Mike’s expert and patient guidance and put it into 
practice.  This included the correct method of spindle turning, which of course is the essence of turning.  
More practice can be done at home until the perfect bead and cove confidently transpire.  You will have it 
cracked, and as a consequence be in a position of skill to be able to pass it on to your Club colleagues as a 
much needed Mill Tutor!!  Nick Agar once again honoured us with a day-out visit.  Both he and Julie 
were very appreciative of the event.  We also welcomed two new members this week, John Alling, one of 
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the most respected ornamental turners in the country who remarked that ‘he was very impressed with our 
set-up’, and Gareth Edwards, retired hydraulics engineer.  Both were happy to join our Club as fully paid-
up members.  When John examined our lovingly restored treadle lathe he wondered about Steve Ellis’ 
1890s date, saying that it could be 20 years or so older.  We await the final deliberation. 
 
Please note details of the Christmas break at ‘The Mill’.  We close after the session on Wed. 19th till Wed. 
2nd Jan. 08.  The last Saturday in November is important!  Our website gallery needs new work so we are 
going to set up the photographic lab in our storeroom.  Please either deliver your items, or make 
arrangements for them to be available (including collection) for photography which will be carried out in 
the best possible lighting.  They will be returned ASAP!    

 
Many thanks to our Mill Works Manager, Ray Mellett, for keeping the show 
on the road, and to the other members who gave valuable input to the two 
lathes that were ‘down’.  20 lathes are now all back in action and 2 loan 
lathes are in use by a couple of newish members.  With 35 apprentices 
currently ‘on the books’ lathe and equipment levels have been on ‘red alert’.  
If any of you guys have surplus or redundant tools or kit, the Club would be 
pleased to accept for the benefit of all.  (Photo at inset by Martin Lawrence) 

Usual Regards…………….Max  
 
  A COUPLE OF TIPS  (From Ian Full) 
 

1. Keep area around grinder free from wood dust!!  A fire can start very easily from a spark!!  The 
same can happen with steel wool. 

2. Make new turning tools user friendly by LIGHTLY grinding away sharp square corner edges on 
scrapers, standard skews, parting and beading tools. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OCTOBER’S CLUB NIGHT   (Ed’s Observations) 
 
Chairman’s Announcements  -  Tich Renee has been awarded an AWGB bursary worth £270 for a 3-day 
course with Chris Eagles.  He has to prepare an article complete with photographs describing the 
experience for publication in ‘Revolutions’ so we shall all get to here more about it in due course. 

 
Tich figures again!  He has assembled Starter Packs of 
abrasives, superglue and finishes consisting of a good 
range of essentials.  Each kit comes in a suitable container 
with a laminated contents list and set of  
descriptive notes for users. These are on sale through the 
Club shop at a price of £22.50, and there is also a price 
list for replacement components as and when required.  
Thanks Tich!!  (See a photograph by Vernon Hughes at inset.) 
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Children in Need’ - Derek urged members to look hard for ways of selling chairs or raising money from 
them by Christmas (see October’s ‘Turnings’) and said more information would be given in the 
November issue.  Size was not critical because Pudsey come in all sizes.  Stools would be equally 
acceptable.  Dennis Wanklyn then made an irresistible offer!!!  Members wishing to see how 
he makes his (beauties) will be welcome visitors at his house and workshop!!! 
 
There was good news about Fred Pitt!!  His health has improved greatly and he will be back with us soon! 
 
Finally, all last year’s award winners were asked to return their trophies at the November Club night. 
 
Under a fresh initiative Colin Hazell is offering surplus pieces of joinery timber and off-cuts free to 
members who can make use of them.  Make your own arrangements with him! 
 
The Monthly Project  -  A Pepper Mill  -  This attracted just one entry described accurately by Vicky 
Sander as ‘finely sculptured’  -  a nice tribute to the maker.  It was entered by Ian Guy who then went on 

to reveal the mysterious contents of a cheap plastic bag also placed on the 
table but kept securely under wraps till the right moment came.  It was another 
quite good looking, and certainly efficient, mill; BUT that one had been 
bought in ‘TK Max’ for £2.99!!  I was able to advise that the timber was 
Rubber, which prompted the quick reaction from Ian that he wondered if it 
would bounce.  (Aside by Ed: For quite a few years this country has been 
swamped by cheap imports from various South East Asian countries of a wide 
range of utilitarian items made from Rubber wood which is very light and 
nondescript in colour.  Presumably the world demand for latex is in major 
decline and the trees in the vast plantations are being diverted to other 
purposes.  It is a highly mechanised industry now including efficient kiln 

drying and working to high standards of precision.  One of my workbenches is made from the stuff and 
uses strips (often short) as thin as one inch width and provided with comb joints at each end.  The strips 
are glued together to make boards and all the edges and joints fit perfectly.  The finished surfaces of the 
bench remain dead flat.  The shops are full of a very wide range of items made in this unappealing timber, 
which obviously machines perfectly.  Thankfully, we have highly attractive timbers to work with, but all 
this mass production puts further pressure on our wits to produce pieces of distinctive and attractive 
appearance).  Somewhere in the archives there is a glossy magazine extract featuring (from memory) a 
collection of platters (or was it bowls) ranging in price from about £7 to £100.  One in the middle of the 
range was by our founder, Don White, and the very cheap one was in Rubber wood!!   
 
Show & Tell  -  Three items made by two members 
were tabled  -  a great-looking hollow form (almost a 
bowl) by George Cole, and two magnificent egg timers 
by Brian Oram (see inset photographs by Vernon 
Hughes).   The first includes Ian’s ‘finely sculptured’ 
mill and the second highlights all the fine detail in the 
three pieces.  As can be seen they all employed 
segmentation and were of highly appealing 
appearance.  George is one of those chaps who tables 
work once in a while, but when he does it always 
stands out for its visual appeal and imaginative design.  
In this instance he had used Spalted Beech and Sapele 
decorated with Sycamore; apologies Brian that I did 
not take details of your finely selected timbers!  It was 
observed though that the timers must have been made 
using the inverted turning technique, and how that 
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adds to the respect that they command!!  
 
Finally, Vicky reiterated her concern at the low level of participation in Projects and Show and Tell!  
(Perhaps I can use editorial licence here to emphasise that the purpose of ‘Show and Tell’ is to provide an 
opportunity for work at ALL levels of ability to be tabled.  Yes, we all like to see the top notch items 
BUT, we are ‘a broad church’ and as such can and should take an interest is seeing how all members are 
getting on and ‘what you are up to’.)  
 
Gerry Marlow’s Session   No one has yet volunteered to take on the task of writing up the Club night 
presenter’s performance  -  in other words to become a reporter for the evening.  My two significant 
jottings during a thoroughly professional, absorbing and humour-packed, offering by Gerry were: 
 
Spectacles  -  he always orders a pair with extra-large and toughened lenses as his second pair.  This 
strikes me as a brilliant idea in vari-focals because the focus band widths are often inconveniently close in 
conventionally sized lenses.   
 
Club Equipment  -  Sitting further back than usual I found the camera/projector system absolutely crucial 
to my enjoyment of a very good, and detailed demonstration!!  Praise be that we have Brian Howard!! 
 
MORE TO MISTLETOE THAN KISSING UNDER IT!!    (A Request Received by John Wilson-Smith) 
 
The Club has been contacted by a collector of wooden bowls from Cambridge who has heard that it is a 
tradition in Gloucestershire to make bowls from wood that contains the root of mistletoe!  His collection 
focuses on bowls approximately 6�  x 2�  and he is hoping to find one (or a blank that he could have 
turned) containing the said mistletoe root.  If anyone can help in this unusual quest please contact John! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MIKE DARLOW AT ‘THE MILL’  27 OCTOBER 2007  (By ‘Woodentop’) 
 
The day was well supported by 25 members, was beneficial if not controversial, and every one learnt something. At  
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FOR SALE:   
 
MULTICO CHISEL MORTISING MACHINE  -  MODEL HM 

INCLUDING  ��  & ½�  CHISELS;  USED ONCE 
 

BENCH MOUNTED OR PORTABLE:  PRICE £300. 
 

IAN FULL  -  01249 656622 
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WHERE WERE ALL THE PRESIDENT’S MEN?  (By Conshuns Tricken) 
 
Please see at the top of page 3 of October’s newsletter our President’s request for helpers on Friday 26th 
October to get ready for Mike Darlow next day!   A little bird tells me that the response to his call was, 
not to put too fine a point on it, Zilch, and that he took it on the chin a bit.  That’s a sadness that makes 
you go Hmmm…….!!  
 
OUR COLLEAGUES IN NORTH WILTSHIRE   (By Vernon Hughes) 
 
A visit to their website at www.woodturning.btik.com is strongly recommended.  The latest update 
contains excellent photographs and a few familiar faces, plus a useful ‘for sale’ section, etc., etc.  By way 
of background I can explain that a few A& B Branch members resident in North Wilts (including me) 
have taken membership of this (our) local association that was only founded a year or so ago.  Monthly 
meetings are held and a jolly good newsletter has been established; it is most interesting to monitor the 
development of a new group from scratch and it is good to see how well it is doing.   
 
 
                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALSO FOR NEWER MEMBERS RE AWGB SUBS  (By Editor) 
 
DO NOT use the yellow AWGB membership renewal form issued with the recent issue of 
‘Revolutions’!!!  When the time comes, make your payment to our Treasurer, Dave Ward, who will make 
a bulk payment to the AWGB and obtain a small discount in the process to boost Club funds. 
 
MIKE DARLOW AT THE MILL 27 OCTOBER 07   (By Ray Mellett)  
 
The day was well supported by 25 members, was beneficial if not controversial, and every one learnt something. At 
the end of the day, he wondered that if he returned in a year’s time would he find us doing what we always did? 
(One of my Quality professional gurus, Deming, stated that if you do what you always did, you will get what you 
always got! ) 
 

 
Dick and Debbie Mather invite you to 

CRAFTS AT HOME ** 
24th & 25th November 2007 

between 11am qnd 4pm 
at “Woodseaves”, Upper Wraxall (signed from the A420) 

01225 891379   www.matherwood.co.uk 
 

Entrance:  £2.50 to include Mulled Wine and Mince Pies 
Proceeds to:  CLIC Sargent 

 
**Explanatory Note for newer members by Ed:  Dick Mather is a former 

branch member and we have always publicised this annual charity event in 
aid of a most deserving cause.  It offers a good range of craft goods and is 

an easy run along the A420 just beyond Marshfield. 
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I feel he would find some, if not all of what he was trying to get across in techniques, would have rubbed off on the 
attendees. And above all, it was different, especially as it gave us food for thought. It made us think about the 
process of turning and that’s not a bad thing, as it will lead to more sympathetic turning. 
 
During Mike’s introduction, when he said he would be doing more talking than turning, he ascertained that the 
audience comprised skill levels from the professional to the novice yet to turn  -  a wide spread of competences, 
which he met with panache. However, as he also ascertained, we all had the desire to turn, and turn well, but he 
somewhat caused a sharp intake of breath when, from his questioning, he wondered why we all had been using 
techniques that were “wrong” for so long, and weren’t therefore serious enough. Julie set the record straight when 
she informed him that for us all, “turning ought to be fun”. 
 
 This broke the ice, and Mike then proceeded to justify his contention through a question and answer session, and 
by observing the techniques employed by some who offered to participate in a practical manner - (no names, no 
pack drill!)  Apart from a few difficulties with the language (a Birmingham lad living in Australia, and staying in 
the Channel Islands) lecturing in the fringes of North Somerset), he proceeded throughout the day to show us what 
an enthusiastic turner and prolific researcher turned author we had in our midst. His main theme was simple-
woodturning is simple if only we would take the time to understand what was happening during the process of 
turning. He contended that the task of the turner is simply to “balance out the forces acting on the tool”, in order to 
allow the tool to perform its task .The body, mind and tool have to have one thing in common  -be sharp! (The 
body has to be relaxed, the mind focussed, and the tool sharp.)  It is not a case of man versus machine, but man and 
machine in unison. 
 
Before he described the various tools and their uses, he described the basic actions happening during the turning 
process, the forces acting on the tool, and the part played by the shaving being cut. Whilst the shaving puts a 
downward force on the top of the tool, this ideally has to balanced by the opposite force acting on the underside of 
the tool emanating from the blank being turned. The balancing of the forces can be gauged by the shape and 
thickness of the shaving resulting from the cut. Hence all the right hand has to do is too provide the “thrust” in line 
with the tool direction.  Seems simple!  Mike then showed just how simple, demonstrating every nuance, and 
wrinkle, with the clue being in the shaving coming off the blank. He even demonstrated the balancing of these 
forces using only the left hand to turn! And there was no bevel rubbing either! 
 
He demonstrated that stance was the most important part of effortless turning (assuming the lathe is set to the 
correct height). The feet should be spread (as in the service “at ease” stance,) feet at right angles to the axis of 
rotation, but parallel to this axis, the body (for a right-handed turner) to the left of the headstock end, such that with 
the tool at about 30 degrees to the centre line, the handle rests on the right hip. The knees should be slightly bent, 
ready to swing or spring to the right, and the grip set as it would be when the cut is finished - i.e. comfortable. 
(Alan Batty stated the same!) 
 
But did we not all know this already? It soon appeared not, as one by one they came up to the lathe to demonstrate 
their unique method and approach.  Not one was correct in stance or position! 
 
The next important aspect was the design and choice of the tool.  We were asked what angle we sharpened them, 
and why.  “But that’s what we were taught” was the general response, and many were able to proudly show their 
tools. He was amazed that so many got such satisfaction from using them as presented, and why so many had been 
badly taught! After the coughing and muttering, Mike explained why those roughing gouges presented at around 45 
degrees were too steep, and again demonstrated that 30 degrees was more suitable and effective. He also did the 
same for the skew, the inclusive angle being 30 degrees.  Sharp tools are essential, and should be sharpened before 
the days turning begins. But the sharpening action should be consistent, easily achieved, and cheap. To this end, he 
had designed a small jig, which could be cut from ply, hardboard, or similar material, using two nails as pins to rest 
on the circumference of the grinding wheel, while a cut at 30 degrees to this chord enables the tool rest of the 
grinder to be set to the 30 degrees. (It is so simple that I cut out on the bandsaw six, and inserted the nails, in less 
than ten minutes!) He forgot his, and made two in the morning at Derek’s before coming). 
 
He next demonstrated the use of the roughing gouge, both as roughing and planing, then demonstrated the skew, 
for planing, making V cuts, beads and coves. He showed by resting the tool in the left hand, in line with the “love 
line” of the palm, placing on the handrest, presenting the tool high on the piece to be turned, and sliding the tool 
handle back towards the body until it just began to cut, the forces could be balanced with the left hand, and the 



 8 

thrust with the right hand.  He showed how rubbing on the heel of the bevel was detrimental, as it caused the fibres 
to be compressed, and could easily lead to the spiral ripple effect. The skew, used correctly as a plane, at about 30 
degrees to the direction of travel, low corner down could give a very smooth finish needing no sanding. Again the 
control was using the shaving as a monitoring device. The most satisfactory results again were obtained by being in 
the right frame of mind, concentrating on the task in hand, body at ease in the correct position, guiding the rigid 
tool to the desired position, and then when inserted, applying the appropriate thrust necessary to get the desired 
result. With care and thought, it can give great satisfaction.  Try it! 
 
Note:  All is explained in his book of techniques. 
 
ANOTHER ANGLE ON MIKE DARLOW   (By Roy Stewart) 
 
Lets start in Westonbirt.  Whilst you were selling beautiful works of art, I was attending Rob Cosman’s Master 
Classes on Hand Cut Dovetails.  A quick show of hands at each session showed that we were all ‘doing it’ wrong.  
Not our fault, we had been taught wrong, we were using inferior tools and we didn’t really know how to sharpen 
our tools properly!!  Cosman’s philosophy can be summed up:-  

Streamline the sharpening/honing process: because you’ll need to sharpen/hone frequently. 
Tune your tools and jigs to the top level. 
Learn, practice and understand the processes involved. 

 
Now here was I hearing it all again at Mike Darlow’s weekend at Portishead.  The trouble is that we know that they 
are right.  I’ve heard it said that MD’s views are controversial.  Well maybe. Certainly different. 

   
How about this for starters ‘If the bevel is rubbing, the edge isn’t cutting’.  ‘You DO NOT rub the bevel’ Well 
that’s one sacred cow slaughtered.  Or was it?  I think MD finally accepted that ‘rubbing the bevel’ was a necessary 
preliminary to ensure that the tool and its cutting edge approach the wood in a controlled manner but he had got the 
point across. 
 
MD soon disabused us of any thoughts we had of seeing goblets, bowls, platters and such like appearing like magic 
before our eyes.  No, if pushed he might switch the lathe on sometime late afternoon and roll a few beads.  That is, 
he said, if we hadn’t all gone home.   Derek E told him that we were a tight fisted bunch and having paid our 
money we would be ‘sticking it out until the end’. He seemed disappointed. 
 
The troubles are:- 
 We all want to produce something before we really know how. 
 We assume that Tool Manufacturers know best. 
 Demonstrators don’t demonstrate BEST methods.  They demonstrate what is BEST for THEM 
 
So what is the solution?................Engage Brain and Think! 
 
‘Sharpening’:- Yes, I was thinking of mounting the Grinder at a more comfortable height and yes I was going to 
make or buy a sturdy, easily adjustable tool rest.  But I hadn’t thought of removing the end plates of the grinder to 
facilitate aligning its central axis to the front face of its mounting block, thus ensuring that jigs are consistently 
square to the wheel.  In other words ‘Start with the basics and think it through’!  (I’m sure somebody else will 
cover his ultra quick, simple to make, sharpening jig)   
We assume the manufacturer’s 45deg. sharpening angle is the best on the roughing gouges, for instance.  It might 
have been before the advent of high speed steels.  But 30deg. gives a cleaner cut and the edge is durable enough 
with HS steels (Bonnie Klein said as much but she opted for 35deg).  The grinder doesn’t put the best edge on a 
tool and it removes steel (that costs money); far better to use a diamond honing ‘stone’ between grinds.  It’s quick 
and effective.  Place the stone on the heel of the bevel and draw the stone across the cutting edge, one / two swipes 
is usually enough.  Regrind when the cutting edge becomes too wide. 
 
Tool Skill - Practice, practice and more practice.  Where do we start?  With the ‘Skew’ of course.  After mastering 
the ‘Skew’ all other tools will be very obedient, they will respect you (or was it Tobias Kaye who said that?).  And 
don’t forget ‘If the bevel is rubbing ………!!   
Avoiding the dreaded dig-in is no real mystery.  What you need is a firm, stiff tool (“Don’t we all” one young lady 
was heard to whisper) and ‘super sharp honed’ edge.   ‘Modern’ oval cross section skews are the wrong shape for 
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efficient rolling of beads.  The support point is to the right or left of the cutting point resulting in a torque on the 
tool which can be difficult to control.  Oval skews are okay for planing, but planing is straightforward. So buy a 
conventional rectangular cross section skew.  A cross sectional thickness of 8mm. was suggested.  Before 
switching the lathe on practice ‘the cut’, check your grip, your stance and your body movement.  When making the 
actual cut proceed in a positive firm manner, complete the cut in one pass.  Don’t be tentative.  
 
By mid afternoon and after lots of questions and answers, MD did go to the lathe and roll a few beads, hardly a 
movement took place without an explanation of how and why.  This was the point of the whole day, ‘How and 
Why’?   Iif MD has persuaded some of us to think a lot more about ‘How and Why’ I’m sure he’ll be well satisfied 
with his efforts.  I know I was. 
 
Sunday  -  A further demo on rolling beads and we were let loose under MD’s guidance.  One point I discovered 
was that if you gripped the tool MD’s way your stance had to be MD’s stance.  Do that and the ‘Beads rolled’ if 
you see what I mean. 

 
Naturally there were lots of other points covered, many tips given and observations made.  He made one pertinent 
comment:  ‘If this workshop had been in his home club we would all be wearing full face visors.   

 
If you want more, read his book(s); there is at least one in the library and watch his DVDs (also see ‘Chairman’)..  
 
And why wouldn’t he do a bowl for us?  The one suitable lathe was too close to a wall and lathes with swivel heads 
are not solid enough!!  (If you require MD’s advice on this aspect ask Julie,  she’ll tell you what he says is wrong 
with her lathe!). 
 
FOLLOW -UP MESSAGE FROM MIKE DARLOW  
 
Thank you to those who came and were such a responsive audience on the Saturday. I apologise to those who I 
upset. Thank you also to those who braved Sunday, and whose willingness to try alien techniques made teaching 
them such a pleasure………… Best Wishes………… Mike Darlow 
 

Meanderings in Munich   (By ‘Snodgraz’) 
  
I have been visiting Munich for the past thirty years, for work and pleasure, and now my son lives there, there is an 
added incentive. I am limited by teaching commitments, but that my free time coincides with the Octoberfest is 
purely coincidental. After a few trips and walks through the forests with the beautiful autumnal colours, it made a 
change to see the end results, so his year I took the trouble when wandering around the centre of Munich to look in 
more detail at those places dealing in finished wooden articles. Wood is one thing Germany has plenty of, and it is 
used with skill and flare and abundance. The skills are amazing, and below are some of the web sites that give a 
better idea of these skills, mainly chosen for the turning aspects. Have a look!  It may give you some ideas for 
extending your own repertoire! 
Unfortunately AWGB were unable to advise of any clubs in or around Munich, but I’m working on it for next year. 
  
http://www.holz-leute.de/home_d.php 
  
http://www.deutsches-museum-shop.com/kleinspielzeug 
  
http://www.max-krug.com 
  
This is also a useful “tree translation site” in  English, French, German, Dutch and Latin! 
 http://www.woodworking.co.uk/Technical/Trees/trees.html 
 
AN ENQUIRY FROM HQ-i.e. the AWGB   You may be aware that due to pressure of other duties Chris Eagles 
has had to stand down from handling health & safety plus insurance matters for the Association. Chris has done an excellent 
job in the short time he has been handling matters for the AWGB and we are now looking for a volunteer to take on this task 
until the AGM in April 2008 - or longer if you like it! 
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The task involves liaison with our insurance brokers over all insurance matters. For health & safety, you should have a basic 
knowledge of legal requirements plus be able to provide a common sense approach to problems. You will not be left out in the 
cold but will have the full co-operation of the rest of the AWGB Committee.  
 
If you are interested please contact me in the first instance for further details. 
 
Thanks, David Buskell, Secretary/Data Manager, AWGB 
 
NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM AT ALREWAS, LICHFIELD, STAFFS  (By Vernon H) 
 
I carried out the visit mentioned last month which resulted from talking to the Essex Woodcarvers at 
Westonbirt.  Their contribution is tremendous although I have still to discover what led them to focus 
their attention on this wonderful place.  I had half wondered whether woodturners could also contribute 
but now see that it would be a tall, though not impossible, order.  However, much as I would like to 
enthuse about the arboretum and its purpose in these columns, such does not really fit into a woodturning 
newsletter.  Let me just say that if you are looking for something different in your tourings then this is a 
place to visit.  Have an overnight stay nearby and spend a whole day there would be my advice.  If 
anyone wishes to know more, do ask me!  I shall be pleased to talk.   
 
A November Thought:  “The whole earth is the tomb of heroes and their story is not graven in stone 
over their clay, but abides everywhere, without visible symbol, woven into the stuff of other men’s lives.” 
(Thucydides  -  5th century BC Greek historian referring to those killed in war). 
 

 

          
                Photographs by Vernon Hughes: 
 
Left: Polar Bear by Essex Woodcarvers at Alrewas;  Right: Sample Pudsey Chairs on October Club Night 
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