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CONTRIBUTIONS TO ‘TURNINGS’ ARE ACCEPTED IN GOOD FAITH BUT THE  INCLUSION OF INDIVIDUALS’ 
VIEWS AND COMMENTS DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT BY THE AVON & BRISTOL BRANCH 

 
MAY 2008 

INTRODUCTION ��(By Editor) 
 
Having missed the AGM due to a health glitch I’m a little out of touch and will therefore let this issue 
speak for itself.  An early printer’s deadline has been called so this issue may be shorter than some but 
‘not to worry!’  I believe it contains enough to keep you going. 
 

Jottings from the Chairman’s Workshop 
 

Welcome to the beginning of a Club New Year!  Firstly, thanks to all members who attended the AGM 
last month.  I must apologize for the lack of accounts thereat but I will reconvene the AGM at the May 
Club night so that the accounts can be presented.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the outgoing committee members who have given so 
much of their time over the years. I know that many of them will be sitting on the new sub-committees 
and I know that their input will be greatly valued by the sub-committee Chairmen. 
 
Last week, we had the first meeting of the new management committee to finalize the tasks that the sub-
committees will be asked to take on. Once we have had the first full committee meeting, and the sub-
committee Chairmen have been briefed, I will inform all members of the Club what each sub-committee’s 
brief is so that any enquires can be addressed to the correct person. 
 
As a lot of Club members will know, Ray Mellett went into hospital for major surgery on 1st May.  He 
had his operation on the 2nd and is recovering in the BRI; he is in good spirits (not literally) and will 
welcome any visitors.  He will probably be in hospital for 2 to 3 weeks so check with one of us to see if 
he is at home or still in hospital. We all wish Ray a speedy recovery, and the hospital wants him out so 
that the nurses can get back to normal! 
 
Congratulations to Lorraine; Grandma at last.  A baby boy (8lbs I think) on the 3rd May!!! 
 
As I said at the AGM next year will be the Club’s 20th anniversary and I think we should celebrate 
this milestone, so please put your thinking caps on and give us some suggestions.  We will be running 
a youth training weekend in April ’09. The Worshipful Company of Turners, AWGB and others will be 
sponsoring the event; more details about it will be available later.  
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Please remember that Westonbirt is only three months away so get turning!  We also need items for 
this year’s gallery!  If you have an item you would like to display in our 2008 gallery please see Max, 
Martin or myself. 
 
I shall not be at the June meeting because I have been lucky and will be attending the AAW meeting in 
Richmond, Virginia.  I will ask Simon to cover ‘Jottings’ for me next month. 
 
Derek 
 

KEEN to do a good turn for Charity?  (By Martin Lawrence) 

 
Remember the success of the two Pudsey Chairs for ‘Children in Need’?  Together they helped raise 
£790. Well that was not bad but we could do better, couldn’t we?! As Churchill would say “ Ohhh 
Yesss”! 
 
When I made enquiries with local companies to see who would want a chair donated to assist in raising 
cash for a charitable cause, Rolls Royce made such a request for a chair.  This was to be raffled at their 
annual Apprentices Charity Ball, which this year was held in Nottingham on the 19th April. As Simon 
Keen did such a good job on the first two chairs it was easy to talk him into making one more, which he 
did to his usual exacting standards. This one was made from recycled Elm and came complete with a 
certificate of provenance. I am pleased to inform you that the chair was a main prize in the raffle which in 
turn raised £1,344.00p. The money is to be donated to a Children’s Hospice and an Alzheimer’s treatment 
centre. 
 
Should we do this again?  If you think we should then let’s plan ahead, and have some chairs ready made 
for the next ‘Children in Need.’ We must not just rely on Simon though!!!   Please contact me if you wish 
to make a chair that the Club can donate to raise monies for worthy causes.  OK that’s a blunt 
invitation/request!!  BUT whoever you are please don’t withdraw into your shell with the feeling 
that this is all too much for you!!  There will be loads of help, and every opportunity to work in a 
team which will share all the necessary information.  You could even team up with a friend or two 
to produce a combined effort!  Dimensions will be optional, but Simon is producing drawings which 
can be scaled up or down at will.  All components (including arms and seats) will be capable of 
production on the lathe.  If drilling angles etc., bothers you, don’t worry!!  Help will be at hand I 
promise you!  There will be opportunities to compare notes and ask questions on Club nights, and 
on other occasions to be worked out as we go along.  And the great chair making specialist, Dennis 
Wanklyn, will be waiting in the wings ready to be consulted on any aspect you care to think of.  So, 
‘No Worries, mates’!!  Do ‘cross the line’ as ‘the 189’ did at The Alamo!!!  Unlike those brave 
fellows, you have nothing to lose!!  BUT THE CHILDREN HAVE MUCH TO GAIN!!!    Oh yes, 
and I should add……….if you need it, the timber will be provided! 
 
MUSINGS FROM THE MILL (OR AS HE PUTS IT – MAY’S MUSINGS R A MAYZING)  (By The Gaffer) 
 
Great news!  Vernon’s well on the mend and Ray Mellett has emerged from intensive care.  He’s perky as 
ever!!  Lorraine’s a grandmum (8lb. boy!!).  Clive Green, our Librarian, has excelled as our most recent  
student to complete his apprenticeship.  Doug Alderton found us on the Club website, joined us at the 
AGM, graced us with his presence, borrowed a Club lathe, is already producing very creditable Pick-a-
Peg items and is showing great potential.  Welcome aboard Doug!!! 
 
Simon K is easing himself in.  He gave us a lunchtime talk about machine maintenance on Tuesday.  It’s 
just one of the things that he is passionate about.  Watch this space for developments!   
 
Wednesday’s work party: Fox lathe replacement, Westonbirt work on demo stand, Pick-a-Peg items after 
lunch, good turnout.  George Baumgardt and Mike Strong attended (George has been going through a 
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rough patch recently).  Derek Middlecote returned from WW1 cemeteries and battlefields; a very moving 
experience! 
Tuesday, day after Spring bank holiday Monday, surprised our staff with the number of members 
attending.  No less than 18, including 6 members of staff!! 
Short and sweet this month, but I think I’ve ‘given the gist of it’. 
 
So Kind Regards as usual………………………….Max 
 
INVITE THE LADIES OF THE HOUSEHOLD TO PLAY A PART I N TURNING   (By Editor) 
 
This offers a completely different angle on the decoration of turning.  The small covered bowl (or large 
box) in Ovankol pictured at inset was made by Mervyn Monks, and the needlework was beautifully done 
by his wife Sheila.  The box measures just under 4�  in diameter.  For the benefit of newer members 
Mervyn is one of our very long standing members (measured in both time and height) and, inter alia, is 

often the setter of quizzes at our annual ‘woodchoppers’ 
balls’.  Sheila always accompanies him to these and gives 
him great support in the background of his turning work, 
as evidenced here. They had very generously offered this 
piece as a raffle prize one year and my wife or I were 
lucky enough to have the right winning ticket at the right 
time.  The idea of a couple teaming up like this is very 
appealing in its own right.  But who knows?  It might also 
help to form a bridge with any on the distaff side who feel 
rather shut out from those activities that go on in the 
depths of shed, garage, workshop, studio, whatever!  I can 
only plant the seed.  It’s over to you now!  
 

               (Photograph by: Vernon Hughes) 
 
THAT OTHER UNUSUAL PROJECT   (By Editor) 
 
Last month I wrote about the commemorative dish for the WI in my village.  The photograph below 
shows the three dishes described in that article; the selected one is in the middle of this set and had not 
been pyrographically engraved when the shot was taken..  Everyone who sees the Chilean Pine (Monkey 
Puzzle) sample is bowled over by it, and as I said before it was far too good for the originally intended 
purpose.   Of course it is the appealing quality of the timber that they take to. No one in the village is 
qualified to say whether the turning is up to scratch or not (that’s entirely down to me to decide); in this 
case it is the visual appeal that counts! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

          (Photograph by Vernon Hughes  -  From left to right: 1] Brown Ash, 2] Afrormosia, 3] Monkey Puzzle) 



 4 

 
The other unusual request came from a Hong Kong Chinese lady long resident here, who is a member of 
the knot tying and braiding fraternities as well as being a high mathematician.  I meet her every two 
months at meetings at Tytherington, and at the January gathering she enquired in her reserved, cautious 
way whether I could make (another) work top for her.  It was to sit on a frame for which she has several 
tops already, but this one had to be 15�  to 16�  in diameter with a central 3�  hole, both top edges rounded 
over perfectly to permit the flow of fine silks and threads, fixings on the underside and, above all, the 
working surface (including edges) to be absolutely flawless to eliminate all risk of snagging.  Was there 
any possibility that I could make this, and at lowest possible cost?  Appearance, and fine timber were 
lesser considerations than in some earlier work, and she threw in the thought (thankfully) that even 
plywood might do. I ruled that out at once due to the virtual certainty of tear-out, but accepted the 
challenge without focussing properly on the availability of an affordable piece of 16�  wide timber.  Later, 
I was disappointed to realise that I did not have a suitable piece, and Max and Tich to whom I had 
mentioned my need on Tracy Owen day, were starting to think of biscuit jointing two narrower pieces 
(thanks both!).  Fortunately, inspiration came.  Plywood no!  But what about chipboard?  At the March 
meeting to my huge relief she was very pleased to accept my first effort in that material.   
There are a couple of interesting observations about the practicalities.  Mounting was achieved by 
screwing a scrap plywood square accurately to the underside of the chipboard and a large faceplate was 
then screwed on, again accurately.  The plywood gave total support so that when the central hole was cut 
through there was a perfect edge on the underside of the chipboard.  The top surface remained very 
smooth throughout, but the rolled over edges of the perimeter and the central hole were much too rough.  
However, a tube of plastic wood from the market in Bath solved that problem.  This very pliable product 
was worked into every last little crevice, and when dry, it sanded perfectly so that the essential glass-like 
surface was achieved.  Sealing, staining and polishing were entirely successful, and the lady’s face was a 
treat to see when she removed the packaging.  A photograph of the finished piece in use will come in a 

few months when our paths next cross.  In the meantime this photo 
shows a perfectly made 2mm cord using 80 fine threads made by her 
tiny fingers on another braiding device.  It is very gratifying to have 
been able to assist such a fine artist!  So, if people get to know that 
you have a lathe and can turn a bit, you never know what you may be 
asked to tackle!  
 
 Please keep in mind the request issued last month for YOU to 
write in with details of unusual challenges that have come your 
way!!  
          
 

        (Photograph by Vernon Hughes) 
 
MORE FROM YANDLE’s APRIL SHOW   By Editor 
 
The three quite large (say 24 inch at least) beasts shown below were on a stand not far from Chris Eagles’ 
and Phil Irons’ positions.  It will be seen that they were textured, brightly yet tastefully coloured and one 
was an off-centre job.  The latter in red was priced at £350 and carried a ‘sold’ sign.  Interestingly, Peter 
Oram learned that the ‘Volcano’ piece by Les Thorne featured in last month’s issue also attracted a buyer.  
He happened to have the presence of mind to ask Les if it was for sale and a deal was struck at a price 
very favourable to the purchaser.  So it would seem that the elaborate decoration theme runs on and on.  
What do you all think about it and who is moving into that field?  Views and reports please!! 
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(Photographs by Vernon Hughes with exhibitor’s permission) 
 

 
Let’s pick up on something else at Yandle’s.  There were plenty of cars and buses in the parking area on 
the Saturday but it was still surprisingly easy to move around the exhibition on foot.   
I’m pretty determined to resist buying more wood because I still have quite a lot, so my rule is ‘only shell 
out on genuinely exceptional, but not overly expensive, pieces of wood.’  Even late on Saturday there 
were still some very nice blanks inYew down at the bottom end of the cut wood store, and they were 
reasonably priced too.  Next to them were some spalted Beech blanks and some burr blanks in an almost 
white, unnamed, timber.  Did any other members focus on these items, particularly the last mentioned, 
and what do you reckon it is?  One piece of that was too interesting to leave behind so I added that to four 
pieces of Yew and one of the Beech.  I normally steer clear of spalted wood because the human lungs are 
said to be an ideal breeding ground for the harmful spores that cause the spalting, but just one will be OK 
won’t it?? 
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MORE OPEN SEGMENTED WORK FROM IAN HOOKER   (By Editor) 
 
Do you recall the North Wilts Chairman Ian Hooker’s demonstration for us in January this year?  Well 
this photograph shows that he is still working his magic.  The shot was taken at the North Wilts 

Woodturner’s meeting in April at which he placed this latest 
exhibit on the ‘Show and Tell’ table.  The shot focuses 
deliberately on the lampshade but it was well supported on a 
nicely turned stand of which just the foot is visible from this 
angle.  The shade is a nice piece of work is it not? 
 
It was interesting to observe that there was an example of open 
segmented work in the AWGB Gallery exhibit at Yandle’s in 
April. 
 
Now, the inevitable question!  Are any of you in the Avon & 
Bristol membership getting to work on this style of turning?  
If so, do bring your jigs and completed efforts in to share 
with the rest of us when you have a finished piece. 
 
Whilst my mind is on the North Wilts Club perhaps I can 
remind you that their webmaster does a superb job of updating 
their website so a visit there is highly recommended.  In case 
you have not made a note of it hitherto, the address  is as 
follows: www.woodturning.btik.com    
 

(Photograph by North Wilts’ Webmaster Ron Headon) 
 
HINTS AND TIPS  (By Ed.) 
See the text box below!  I shan’t mind if you don’t leave it to me every time to find some worthwhile 
items to pass on for the benefit of others! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE!   (By Editor) 
 
TWO SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS   (Received via John Wilson-Smith) 
 

1. Mr K Jeffries (Staple Hill area) has a lathe (unknown make) that needs a good home.  Tel: 0117 
9566297. 

2. Three lengths of Apple trunk (approx 1 ft diameter) near ‘Arches’ Gloucester Road.  Contact John 
W-S-:  01454 416307 
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‘FUNNY THINGS HAPPEN’ ………………..  (By Editor) 
 
‘Pack an overnight bag and take a good book’ my locum doctor said as she packed me off to hospital 
chop, chop, on the day before the AGM.  ‘They will probably want to keep you in’.  It was 2 nights and 3 
days in the event, so who can beat that as a reason for not getting to the AGM?  Two points of turning 
interest occurred.  I grabbed three turning books from my shelves (Richard Raffan, Dave Regester and the 
late Keith Rowley) plus Professor Stephen Hawking’s great read ‘A Brief History of Time’. There was in 
fact plenty of time for close reading and the turning books were a revelation!  I had got out of the way of 
dipping into them over the years and was therefore pleasantly surprised to be reminded of just how 
valuable they are. All instruction given is set out perfectly, and in easy-to-follow fashion, complete with 
drawings and photographs galore.  So, the moral of this tale is…..DO MAKE USE OF OUR CLUB 
LIBRARY!!    Its contents are guaranteed to stimulate imagination and teach you how to do almost 
anything.  The other point was that a Bolivian doctor decided to give my lungs ‘the once over’ with 
stethoscope and that tapping technique they have.  His ‘no problems there’ was music to the ears of one 
who cannot swear that he has always used the dust extractor.  However, I’ve now re-jigged it to make its 
position much more efficient/effective.  Even the best turners produce some dust so how about checking 
your own extraction arrangements?  There is often scope for improvement!   
 
A DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES   (Received from Mervyn Monks) 
 
Mervyn has heard from ‘SK Promotions’ about a new show, details of which are as follows: 
 

New Midland Woodworking and Power Tool Show 
10-12 October 2008 

 Stoneleigh Park, Coventry 
 

The notice advises that ”Plans are going well for GMC Master Classes with a good range of topics and 
speakers of quality”, and that “We are looking at introducing an added attraction whereunder exhibitors 
can have a half hour slot to do a product presentation”. 
 
For further information visit: www.skpromotions.co.uk  

 
CONCLUSION  (By Editor) 
 
It has been necessary to bring down the guillotine (always an abrupt process) somewhat early this month, 
so this issue may seem a little rough round the edges, and It has been necessary to hold back some further 
material from Max (sorry!)  So, here’s to next time. 
 
 
 Website:www.avon-and-bristol-woodturners.org.uk 

Email:  messages@avon-and-bristol-woodturners.org.uk 
 
Editor:  Vernon Hughes 
             ”Si-Rusa” 6 Little Sands Yatton Keynell Chippenham Wilts SN14 7BA 
 
             Tel: 01249 782971 
�

Avon and Bristol Woodturners gratefully acknowledge the support of Magnox 
North (Oldbury Power Station) for the printing of ‘ Turnings’!! 

 


